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Abstract 
This thesis examines the myth that Queensland was the first colonial 
government to offer troops to support England in the fight against the Boers in the 
Transvaal and Orange Free State in 1899. The offer was unconstitutional because on 
10 July 1899, the Premier made it in response to a request from the Commandant 
and senior officers of the Queensland Defence Force that ‘in the event of war 
breaking out in South Africa the Colony of Queensland could send a contingent of 
troops and a machine gun’. War was not declared until 10 October 1899. 
 
Under Westminster government conventions, the Commandant’s request for 
military intervention in an overseas war should have been discussed by the elected 
legislators in the House. However, Parliament had gone into recess on 24 June 
following the Federation debate. During the critical 10-week period, the politicians 
were in their electorates preparing for the Federation Referendum on 2 September 
1899, after which Parliament would resume. At this stage, the Premier should have 
presented the Commandant’s letter to the house for debate. He did not.  
 
This offer was made by one elected representative of the Queensland 
Legislative Assembly, and was therefore unconstitutional because it was not made 
by the Parliament. Five significant matters occurred as a result of Premier Dickson’s 
action, and are the focus of this thesis. The first is the response of the conservative 
newspapers to change the wording from a military request to the government’s offer 
of troops; thus began the myth. The second is the volatile debate that occurred when 
the democratically elected legislators returned to Parliament after the Federation 
Referendum in October 1899. The third event of this debate was that Parliament 
could not alter the Premier’s action, but moved a Vote of No Confidence in Premier 
Dickson and he had to stand down from the office of Premier. 
 
This led to the fourth outcome. The world’s first Labour Premier came to 
office on 1 December 1899 when the Lieutenant Governor, Sir Samuel Griffith, in 
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the absence of the Governor, Lord Lamington, invited Anderson Dawson, leader of 
the Parliamentary Labour Party, to form government. Dawson did this having 
expected support from the dissident Ministerialists, who had voted Dickson out of 
office, but they refused to support a government with Labour members. The Labour 
Government resigned office at the end of that week and Samuel Griffith offered the 
pro-war Ministerialist Treasurer, Robert Philp, the office of Premier. Philp remained 
in office and organised two large contingents of troops, the Fifth and Sixth from 
Queensland, after Federation, when Defence became the responsibility of the newly 
established Federal Government. The fifth revelation came during Labour’s brief 
period in office when Treasurer, William Kidston, found that the Treasury was 
bankrupt and that Philp had confiscated taxpayers’ savings to equip the troops.  
 
This thesis explains how the conservative media failed its Fourth Estate role 
because of its links to senior members of Cabinet. It acted more as a government 
media outlet than an independent voice. The Queensland Parliamentary Debates of 
October 1899 reveal that politicians were well aware of their constitutional 
responsibilities and objected to the Premier acting unlawfully. Many of these men 
thought deeply about the morality and ethics of war. They expressed concerns for 
Queensland’s unguarded coastline in the absence of the taxpayer-funded Defence 
Force overseas. The colonial government was focussed on providing defence for the 
colony, not sending men overseas on an offensive manoeuvre.  
 
Amid the jingoist rhetoric of notions of Empire and supporting the mother 
country, right or wrong, some of these legislators expressed foreign policy concerns 
that this conflict could escalate into a wider war with European powers. They feared 
a war, but could not have anticipated the horrors and high death toll of civilians and 
combatants in the Great War, 1914–1918, in which thousands of young Australian 
volunteer soldiers died on the killing fields of Europe. 
 
Professor Rune Ottosen, a Norwegian journalist and academic, has developed a 
four-stage theory on how the media builds up a war mentality in communities. This 
thesis uses Ottosen’s theoretical model to show the steps taken by the conservative 
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newspapers, chiefly the Brisbane Courier and The Queenslander, to manufacture 
consent for the Premier’s decision to send contingents to overrun the Boers and gain 
control of the gold and diamond mines in the Transvaal and Orange Free State. 
These conservative Queensland newspapers used cabled information from the 
Rhodes-owned newspapers and the pro-war British newspapers. Reports are cited 
from the anti-war newspapers circulating in Queensland, such as The Worker and 
The Bulletin, to show how media information in the hands of editors with different 
political biases presented information to the public. 
 
This thesis uses the theories of the late S. E. Finer, who wrote that ‘the military 
seeks to exercise the right to govern, or as the expression goes, to legitimise 
themselves. When the military breaches the existing order it will be forced to claim a 
moral authority for its actions’.1 The military’s moral authority received 
endorsement from the conservative newspaper in the form of propaganda disguised 
as patriotic support for the Empire. The argument followed in this thesis 
demonstrates Finer’s claim that ‘[m]ilitary intervention is, clearly, a product of two 
sets of forces — the capacity and propensity of the military to intervene and 
conditions in the society in which it operates’.2 The first force occurred when the 
military intervened with their offer to send troops and received support from the 
second force, the coalition of conservative politicians and conservative media in 
Queensland. 
 
  
                                                 
1
 S.E. Finer, The Man on Horseback, The Role of the Military in Politics, London, Pall Mall Press, 
1962:16‒17; S.E. Finer, The Man on Horseback, The Role of the Military in Politics, London, Pall 
Mall Press, 1988: 4. 
2
 Ibid, 1988: 230. 
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Introduction 
Modern history is a European discourse.
1
 Therefore, it is important to examine 
the European impact and developments on colonial Australia and its relation to the 
British Empire, the dominant world power in the 19th century. While technological 
developments suggest that this history is a narrative of progress, the evidence of 
racial tensions, prejudice and social class inequalities support Foucault’s Truth and 
Power metaphors, which query the traditional history narrative as the ‘calm Platonic 
form of language and dialogue’, avoiding history’s violent, bloody and lethal 
character.
2
 
 
This introduction outlines the role of print journalism in promoting a media 
war at the end of the colonial era in Queensland to vindicate sending volunteer 
soldiers to support a military war. The British authorities instigated this war when 26 
nations from Europe and America had gathered in The Hague for a Peace 
Conference from May to July 1899.
3
 The world’s leaders were aware that with the 
advance of science, technology and weaponry, the capacity for violent catastrophic 
conflict needed to be controlled by Laws of War. These were idealistic intentions. 
However, the British amassed troops and armaments in South Africa within weeks of 
signing the Peace Treaty. The war erupted in October 1899, lasted until May 1902 
and was fought in breach of the ideals of peace and the Laws of War. 
 
The reasons that the colonial governments and then the newly established 
Australian Commonwealth Government were involved in this war has to do with the 
military mindset of the settlers, politicians, newspapermen and colonial Defence 
Force aided by Joseph Chamberlain, Secretary of State for Colonies in London. 
                                                 
1
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War — Final Act of the International Peace Conference, 29 July 1899, retrieved on 8 September 2011 
from http://avalon.law.yale.edu/19th_century/final99-03.asp  
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Huge loans from Britain were needed by colonial governments to develop their 
colonies, but that created high levels of debt for the governments. Technological 
developments in communications in the last quarter of the 19th century rapidly 
increased newsgathering and publication in ways that had never before been 
experienced.  
 
Newspapers were an essential part of the power structures of the British 
Empire to communicate directly with millions of British people worldwide. Articles 
and advertisements kept literate citizens of Empire informed about goods to 
purchase, and investors followed the rise and fall of gold at the stock exchanges. The 
newspaper industry was not neutral, nor was it objective.  
 
The success of militarism featured strongly in local politics in Sydney during 
the Crimean War. This European war preoccupied Britain and delayed constitutional 
government in New South Wales until 1856. John Hirst writes in Desperately Loyal: 
local politics was not what excited the colonists most. They waited on news 
that was months old before it reached Sydney and celebrated with abandon 
after they learnt of the fall of Sevastopol in 1855 that marked the end of the 
Crimean War. They generously supported Queen Victoria’s appeal for funds to 
help widows and orphans.
4
 
 
Republicans in Sydney, led by Dr. John Dunmore Lang, opposed the Crimean 
War. In April 1855, Charles Harpur, the Australian-born poet, the eldest son of Irish 
convicts, sent a letter to the People’s Advocate in which he described the war as 
another tussle between kings and diplomats that Australia should avoid and thus not 
be fouled by the ‘Old World’s dirt’. That Charles Harpur objected to the media 
statements indicates that newspapers in the mid-19th century filibustered with words 
and avoided stating facts clearly. Harpur, appalled by the death of ‘so much young 
and noble manhood insidiously kneaded into clay’, asked the editor: 
I should like someone to show me and many others who think with me — not 
by claptrap statements but by straightforward and rational ones, in what way 
this war undertaken to uphold one despotism against another, is calculated to 
                                                 
4
 John Hirst, Freedom on the Fatal Shore, Australia’s First Colony, Black Inc., Melbourne, 2008:257. 
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advance the true liberties of Europe, or benefit her suffering and downtrodden 
nationalities. The whole design of it from the first appeared to me, and to many 
others (in so far especially as the governing aristocracy of England are 
concerned) is to keep things as they are, to bolster up existing interests, than to 
lay any future liberty and security of Europe.
5 
 
 
In 1855, the Moreton Bay Courier kept readers interested in the Crimean War. 
It quoted from a London newspaper, The Empire, ‘[s]oon after the battle of Alma last 
year, a fabulous report of the fall of Sevastopol obtained possession of the public ear 
and called attention to the policy of the Czar who hid the fact that the Crimea was 
rich in gold’. The Crimean War was a significant event in Australia’s 
communication history. Colonial newspapers did their best to make sense of the 
world for their readers, but were often exasperated by the paucity and fragmented 
nature of news from overseas. Rumours of Russian threats to Australia’s security had 
proliferated throughout the Crimean War, prompting improvements in defence 
fortifications. Fort Denison was erected on a small island in Sydney Harbour and 
volunteer military units formed.
6
 
 
On 6 December 1859, the newly appointed Governor, George Bowen, 
proclaimed separation from New South Wales, and the new colony was named 
Queensland. Three months later, on 9 February 1860, Governor Bowen placed an 
announcement in the Moreton Bay Courier to enrol 25 mounted rifle volunteers to 
serve as cavalry and 50 rifle volunteers to serve as infantry. 
7
 
 
The Moreton Bay Free Press was the squatters’ mouthpiece and was edited by 
Theophilus Pugh, who migrated from England in June 1855. From 1859 to 1861, 
Pugh edited, printed and published the Moreton Bay Courier three times a week. A 
                                                 
5
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Henry Parkes, quoted in Glenn Davies, A Short History of Australian Republicanism, retrieved on 31 
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6
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7
 D.H. Johnson, Volunteers at Heart, The Queensland Defence Forces 1860‒1901, Brisbane, 
University of Queensland Press, 1975:24. 
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capable and fearless journalist, Pugh was never credited with the campaign in the 
Brisbane Courier for Aboriginal justice because of the conspiracy of silence on all 
matters dealing with Indigenous rights.
8
 The editors and journalists fed the national‒
populist myths of racist superiority.  
 
The British and colonial newspapers used doublespeak when reporting news of 
the charge of the Light Brigade to counter the effects of defeat. This journalistic 
reporting style parallels the British military reports of the disaster at Anzac Cove in 
1915. The influence of the Crimean War and the military mind continued with the 
publication of Alfred Lord Tennyson’s poem, ‘The Charge of the Light Brigade’, in 
1870. This decade coincides with increased immigration as well as the introduction 
of mass compulsory primary schooling in the Australian colonies, New Zealand and 
Great Britain. Teaching literacy and numeracy were critical overt goals, as was 
inculcating stories of great heroic achievements. Tennyson used poetic rhythm and 
valorising language to describe how the Cossack and the Russian ‘reel’d from the 
sabre stroke of the noble six hundred’.9 In schools, the daily ritual of saluting the 
Union Jack on the parade ground introduced young people to the ideal of patriotic 
sacrifice for the cause of Empire.  
 
Various technological advances in the second half of the 19th century, such as 
communications, telegraphic and railway developments, as well as printing and 
cheaper wood pulp, connected people in the Australian colonies with the heart of the 
Empire. These developments supported the imagined community of Empire. In 
1872, Charles Todd completed the Overland Telegraph route that connected 
Adelaide to Darwin, where the cable came in from Java. ‘This important link in the 
electric chain of communication connecting Australia with the mother country and 
                                                 
8
 Clem Lack, ‘Pugh, Theophilus Parsons (1831‒1896)’, Australian Dictionary of Biography, National 
Centre of Biography, Australian National University, retrieved 31 December 2011 from 
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9
 Alfred, Lord Tennyson, ‘The Charge of the Light Brigade’, retrieved 28 January 2011 from 
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the whole civilized and commercial world will I trust rebound credit on South 
Australia’, Todd stated.10 
 
‘In the 1870s the rapidly developing colony of Queensland was preoccupied 
with building railways, roads, and other public utilities to assist the enterprising 
colonists to develop land and sea resources’, writes Lynne Armstrong.11 By the mid-
1880s, in the colony, anxiety about defence triggered by the Russian scare in the 
Pacific was strong enough to cause the colonial Queensland Government to build a 
fort at Lytton to bar the enemy’s progress up the Brisbane River. The land battery 
and submarine mines would repel any enemy ships that attempted to reach the 
colonial capital of Brisbane via the Brisbane River. Fort construction began in 1880. 
The Figaro newspaper claimed that the fort at Lytton ‘was a glaring white target that 
invited the enemy to take good aim’.12 
 
Racism permeated Brisbane’s newspapers. The public gaze of the time 
focussed on the small Chinese business population in the city. Attacks on their 
premises by white gangs occurred during the March 1888 election campaign, when 
Thomas McIlwraith and Samuel Griffith vied for power. Premier Samuel Griffith 
was a large shareholder of the Queensland Newspaper Company. Evans describes 
this racist attack as ‘the night of broken glass’. He writes that both the Brisbane 
Courier and The Queenslander asserted that ‘the real cause of the demonstration is 
hard to tell, but it is generally believed to have been at least encouraged by persons 
whose social position should have placed them above such behaviour’.13  All the 
newspapers commented: William Lane’s Boomerang, The Week, The Bulletin, 
Queensland’s Figaro, the Telegraph and Pugh’s Almanac.14 
                                                 
10
 G.W. Symes, ‘Todd, Sir Charles (1826-1910)’ Australian Dictionary of Biography, National 
Centre of Biography, Australian National University, retrieved 31 December 2011 from 
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Queensland, Vol. XIV, No. 5, Federation Conference, John D. Kerr (ed.), Albion Press Brisbane, 
December 1990:204‒206.  
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 Queensland Figaro, 4 April 1885, quoted in Lynne Armstrong, 1990:205. 
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 Raymond Evans, Fighting Words, Writing About Race, St Lucia, Qld, University of Queensland 
Press, 1999:79‒94. 
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 Raymond Evans, 1999:79‒94. 
6 
 
 
Defence was a major concern. ‘In 1890, Queensland had a reasonably 
organized defence force and apparently a clear idea of what it was intended to 
provide against’, according to Johnson.15 The annual military camp attendance in 
1890 averaged 3000 men; however, questions were being raised as to the future of 
the force in the event of Federation. Sir Henry Parkes, in his Tenterfield speech the 
year before, had raised the issue of all the colonial forces combining into a federal 
army and that a strong national government should be created. Federation was an 
active issue in the colonies. The ‘military mind’ seized this opportunity and the 
commandants met in December 1890. They recommended the immediate 
abandonment of the scarlet uniforms and that the khaki uniform with looped-up felt 
hat be made universal in Australia.
16
  
 
The camp at Lytton in 1891 was cancelled because the government, using an 
act from the reign of King George 1V, called Queensland Defence Force troops out 
to control the Shearers’ Strike and arrest the leading strike breakers.17 Franchise was 
granted to male property owners. However, because shearers were itinerant workers, 
often without land ownership, they were denied the vote. The poet Henry Lawson 
wrote, ‘[f]rom shearing shed to shearing shed we tramp to make a cheque’.18 They 
sought better pay and safer working conditions, but the managers of big sheep runs 
often held by absentee owners refused to negotiate these conditions. Tensions were 
inflamed. The conservative newspapers wrote inflammatory material that demonised 
the shearers.  
 
While Premier Samuel Griffith was a strong critic of the pastoralists and 
attacked their actions, R.B. Joyce writes, ‘he was also critical of the unionists, and 
argued that the government will not assume the position of being allies of one class 
                                                 
15
 D.H. Johnson, 1975:171. 
16
 D.H. Johnson, 1975:181. 
17
 Lynne Armstrong, 1990:206. 
18
 David McKee Wright, Introduction to the Poetical Works of Henry Lawson, Sydney, Angus & 
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only’. Griffith said in Parliament that he had ‘no sympathy with men who tried to 
bring about reform … by crime and violence’.19 
 
Organised Labour was forced to act against this background of the military 
mind and class warfare ordered by the Queensland Government. In 1891, the 
Police Magistrate, Robert A. Ranking, arrested some shearers, and 14 were tried 
in the Rockhampton Court and committed to lengthy jail sentences.
20
 The 
strikers’ camp at Barcaldine was laid out in an orderly arrangement of tents, 
including a library. The men flew the blue and white Eureka Flag with its motto, 
‘Freedom under the Southern Cross’.21 Men formed the Queensland Labour Party 
and stood candidates in the 1893 election; it was their first attempt to seek direct 
representation in Parliament. Organised Labour returned 16 members in a House 
of 72 members.
22
 The word Labour included a ‘u’ in the 1890s. The ‘u’ was 
omitted after Federation. C.M.H. Clark wrote ‘Labor’ as the political party and 
‘labour’ as the workers in A History of Australia V, The People Make Laws 1888‒
1914, which I have used in this thesis.
23
 
 
The military mind permeated the British Empire and colonial society. It 
influenced the newspaper editors and journalists and conservative politicians so 
strongly that by 1899, the colonial Queensland Government raised and sent a 
contingent of volunteer troops to fight in Britain’s overseas war against the 
former Dutch Republics of the Transvaal and the Orange Free State on the South 
African veldt. In 1891, the media had demonised the shearers who went on strike 
to improve and protect their wages and working conditions; this was followed by 
the intervention of the Queensland Defence Force, and in 1899 the media used 
                                                 
19
 R.B. Joyce, ‘Samuel Walker Griffith: a Liberal Lawyer’, in D. J. Murphy and R. B. Joyce (eds), 
Queensland Political Portraits 1859‒1952, Brisbane, University of Queensland Press, 1978:173. 
20
 Margaret Klaassen, A Ceremony to Commemorate the Restored Grave of Robert Archibald 
Ranking, Police Magistrate C.M.G (1843‒1912) and his Life and Work, paper prepared for the Chief 
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21
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 Labour History — Foundations 1891‒1893, retrieved 9 September 2013 from 
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23
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similar tactics to demonise the Boers, who were protecting their land and 
livelihood. 
 
This military mind had its strongest supporters in the Protestant community, 
according to Ronald Lawson. Most members of Brisbane’s elite were professing 
Anglicans, of whom a much smaller proportion was Presbyterian.
24
 By 1899, the 
editors and directors of the conservative newspapers, the Brisbane Courier and the 
Telegraph, were Methodist churchmen. Toynbee claimed that war is a close relative 
of religion because it brings people together for a common purpose under the 
leadership of a god, a monarch, a nation, a flag and an Empire.
25
 
 
The conservative media in Britain and the colonies practised doublethink in 
their journalistic articles to demonise the Boers and to justify waging war on them. 
Stevan Eldred-Grigg, writing about the war of 1914‒1918, states:  
The nakedness of warlike words was shrouded. War was called ‘defence’. The 
state had embarked upon the doublethink that would come to mark mass 
warfare in the twentieth century. War to keep the peace was a doctrine easily 
warped into ‘the doctrine of preventive war’ urged by army leaders everywhere 
in the western world. A preventive war was a war begun by a state in order to 
stop another state from growing strong.
26
 
 
This thesis will reveal how newspaper reporting in colonial Queensland was 
influenced by the power of the military. During the first half of 1899, newspapers 
focussed on Federation and the forthcoming Federation Referendum for 2 
September. However, the media focus paralleled federalism with militarism after 10 
July, when Premier James Dickson committed the colony to an undeclared overseas 
war. He asked the Governor, Lord Lamington, to cable the contents of a letter of 
commitment tendered by the Commandant of the Queensland Defence Force, Howel 
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Gunter,
27
 to Joseph Chamberlain, the Secretary of State for Colonies in London. The 
Worker and The Bulletin criticised the Premier’s unconstitutional action in pledging 
support for the war without Parliamentary support, but the conservative newspapers 
throughout Queensland endorsed it.  
 
Rune Ottosen, Professor of Journalism and Library Studies at Oslo University, 
identifies this journalistic process as ‘demonisation of the enemy’ in his four stages 
of media theory in relation to war and how the media builds a pro-war attitude 
among readers. Ottosen writes on the military, government and media propaganda. 
He has identified the following stages of a military campaign used through the media 
to manipulate public opinion in preparation for an intervention: ‘Preliminary’, 
‘Justification’, ‘Implementation’ and ‘Aftermath’.28 Ottosen’s four stages have been 
traced through media reports in 1899 and 1900 to show how support for the colony 
of Queensland to participate in its first overseas war was created using propaganda 
techniques spread by the conservative media in collusion with conservative 
politicians. 
 
Ottosen states in his first or ‘Preliminary’ stage that the enemy is vilified and 
portrayed as a threat; in the second, or ‘Justification’ stage, ‘big news’ urges the case 
for armed intervention to restore normalcy; in the third or ‘Implementation’ stage, 
policing and censorship provides control of coverage; in the fourth stage, Ottosen 
asserts that ‘aftermath’ normalcy has been restored. 
 
This thesis will focus on these stages used by the jingoistic conservative media 
to stimulate the Queensland public to be patriotically loyal and support the war 
against the citizens of the Transvaal. Ottosen’s three initial stages in the build-up to a 
military campaign; ‘Preliminary’, ‘Justification’ and ‘Implementation’, also link with 
Wayne Wanta’s theoretical underpinnings of the agenda-setting process in the press-
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public interface.
29
 Norman Fairclough analyses how language is used as ‘ideological 
power, the power to project practices as universal and common sense is a significant 
complement to economic and political power to win support and consent’.30 
 
The research papers presented on media/military liasions focus on the wars of 
the 20th and early 21st century, but, as Ottosen stated at the Media Representations 
of War and Conflict Conference in 2005:  
it is described in the literature and the story tends to repeat itself in bigger 
variations. Media outlets become part of the war itself. There is an historical 
pattern where the media-military relation followed this dynamic of censorship, 
issues of access, issues of working conditions of journalists.
31
 
 
Militarism was a political bonanza from which the conservative newspapers 
profited, particularly the shareholders and directors. The Queenslander, with its 
articles from the female journalist Delphia, also enticed readers with its extensive 
descriptive and pictorial coverage of the war. The conservative Brisbane Courier 
criticised opponents of the war and also spread its jingoistic message: ‘It would be a 
pity if Queensland’s reputation for its promptness to stand by the mother country, 
was discounted by the meanness of some of Queensland’s own sons’.32  
 
A significant but vilified critic of this war was Andrew Dawson, Leader of the 
Parliamentary Labour Party; he was Australian-born, as was Charles Harpur, who 
criticised the Crimean War. Anti-war criticism had no impact on the conservative 
newspapers. They were in a pro-war frenzy, enthusiastically welcoming cabled news 
of the war to sell their papers. This came directly from the Rhodes’ papers and also 
in the first nine months of the war, from the Brisbane Courier journalist, Major 
Spencer Browne, who had sailed with the First Queensland Mounted Infantry. In the 
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1920s, Walter Lipmann called this media technique the ‘manufacture of consent’ 
(i.e. brainwashing) that created an illusion of ‘consensus’ that rendered a free society 
passive and obedient.
33
 
 
Federation fostered the growth of militarism in Australia. In September 1899, 
the Brisbane Courier reported:  
A military conference will be held in Melbourne for the purpose of discussing 
the question of sending an Australian contingent to the Transvaal, attended by 
representatives from all the colonies. It is merely a matter of time when all of 
our Australian forces will be brought under the same footing under federal 
direction. To combine them as one is merely to anticipate matters.
34
 
 
The war on the South African veldt was a media war writes Stephen Badsey in 
his paper, ‘The Boer War as a Media War’, at the 1999 Chief of Army/Australian 
War Memorial Military History Conference in Canberra. His opening remarks are 
significant and influence the focus of this thesis: ‘[i]n Britain particularly, diplomatic 
and military historians have adopted the term “media war” to a long standing belief 
that mass news media coverage has been a missing or misunderstood element in the 
wider understanding of war’. Badsey acknowledges that ‘to apply the concept of 
“media war” to the South African War of 1899‒1902 presents the obvious historical 
problems inherent in applying ideas of one society and historical period to 
another’.35  The key focus of Badsey’s work in his paper is the role of the war 
correspondents in news reporting from the battlefield.  
 
This thesis examines how the media created a war mentality in colonial 
Queensland. Therefore, the emphasis is on the newspapers and the comments their 
editors and journalists published in colonial Queensland to justify the shift of 
government policy from self-defence to an aggressive role in a theatre of war with no 
direct relevance to the safety of the colonists. 
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Chapter 1: Commitment to War 
In the first week of July 1899, in the Parliamentary recess, the Governor of 
Queensland, Lord Lamington, was on a hunting trip to the Valley of Lagoons, North 
Queensland. The Premier, James Dickson, was at the Annual Show in Maryborough. 
The majority of politicians were in their electorates talking to their voters about 
Federation. A critical event occurred on 6 July when the senior military officer, the 
Commandant of the Queensland Defence Force, Howel Gunter, intervened in the 
civil government of the colony. He delivered a letter to the Premier’s office offering 
a contingent of troops if war broke out in South Africa. The colony’s history 
changed on 10 July when Dickson asked the Governor to cable the letter to the 
Secretary of State for Colonies, Joseph Chamberlain, in England. Chamberlain 
accepted the offer and when war broke out between Britain and the Republic of 
Transvaal on 11 October, Queensland was involved. Dickson’s actions generated 
criticism within the Queensland Parliament but the conservative politicians, aided by 
the conservative press, created and generated a groundswell of support for militarism 
in the guise of patriotism and loyalty to the British Empire. 
 
In the late 19th century, Queensland was a self-governing colony of the British 
Empire and a provider of raw resources, such as gold for the London Mint and 
frozen beef for the dinner tables of England. Money was a critical link between the 
colonial government and the London financiers. The colonies provided Britain with 
unparalleled opportunities to invest and profit because they depended on these loans 
of millions of pounds sterling borrowed through the bond market to develop 
railways, mines and agriculture. The loans created a boom that could not last. 
C.M.H. Clark wrote that in 1891, ‘during the shearers’ strike the feeling of insecurity 
engendered by talk of a coming commercial crisis excited suspicions and distrust’. 
He stated that the Sydney-based Bulletin raged against Sir Henry Parkes, President 
of the National Australasian Convention, which met in Sydney in March 1891, 
13 
 
warning ‘not to debauch their country and attempt to sell their adopted land, bound 
hand and foot, into perpetual liegedom to a foreign crown’.1  
 
In colonial Queensland throughout the 1890s, tensions erupted and flared 
between the power groups: the conservatives and the Labour supporters. Clark 
wrote, ‘Australia was in a dilemma as to how to reconcile a colonial political 
democracy, with its approximation of political equality, with the survival of the 
institutions of private industry and the profit incentive’.2 As the 19th century ended, 
Queensland was a colony in doubt over federating; in drought and in debt; it was a 
victim of the bank collapses that began in London.  
 
In 1896, Alfred Harmsworth, later Lord Northcliffe, owner of The Times and 
other London newspapers, had imported the American techniques of ‘new 
journalism’ into his new Daily Mail in London and declared, ‘[w]e’ve struck a gold 
mine!’ The Jubilee events were a bonanza for the newspapers, particularly the mass 
circulation new journalism of the bellicose Daily Mail
3
 and the Daily Telegraph as 
well as papers in every part of the British Empire that received and published cabled 
news.
4
 In 1897, people in every part of the great British Empire celebrated the long 
reign of Queen Victoria with the Diamond Jubilee. Crowds of flag-waving people 
gathered in London to celebrate as the ageing Queen was driven through the streets 
in her carriage. They celebrated half a century of perceived material progress 
unparalleled in their history. ‘The Diamond Jubilee was a family gathering around a 
virtuous mother’, writes Helen Irving.5 While this celebration venerated the woman 
who personified the mother figure of the British Empire, it also honoured patriotic 
loyalties and sentiment in pride and race.  
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The Monarchy, the Royal Navy and the military, banking, and newspapers 
were institutions essential to the British Empire’s power structure. The army existed 
as an extension of this power. Naval supremacy allowed England to concentrate 
considerable force on any chosen point of an enemy’s perimeter. Johnson writes; 
‘[t]he oceans of the world were the British Empire’s lines of communication’.6 The 
naval vessels sailed the oceans and the news travelled under them from the Imperial 
metropolis to the colonial outposts. The cables under those oceans were the lines of 
communication that delivered information to the editors of newspapers to be printed 
and read by millions of British people all over the world. Other technologies 
developed, such as mechanical typesetting, which allowed the mass newsprint media 
to develop large print runs. 
 
A man destined to be a future Premier of Queensland, James Robert Dickson, 
was a 21-year-old clerk with the City of Glasgow Bank, when he migrated in 1854 
intending to make a fortune from the gold rushes in Victoria. Geoffrey Blainey 
writes; ‘Victoria had the richest goldfields, produced more than nine-tenths of the 
gold in the 1850s and attracted the most immigrants’.7 Soon after his arrival, James 
Dickson saw more opportunity in business than gold-fossicking. He moved to the 
newly created colony of Queensland with his wife and young children in 1862 and 
developed a highly profitable auction and real estate business in Brisbane. He 
survived the economic depression of the mid-1860s, and by 1873 had accumulated 
sufficient wealth to leave his adolescent son in charge of the auction business in 
Queen Street and stand for a seat in Queensland’s Legislative Assembly.8 In this era, 
when salaries were not paid to members of Parliament, only wealthy individuals 
could afford to be in government.  
 
James Dickson, the affluent Englishman abroad, won the seat of Enoggera in 
1873 and held it for 15 years, during which period he was Secretary of Public Works 
and Mines (1876) and Colonial Treasurer (1876‒79). Dickson, who worshipped at 
All Saints Anglican Church on Wickham Terrace, was for many years a prominent 
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layman in the Church of England, particularly as a financial adviser to the Diocese of 
Brisbane. When his wife, Anne Ely Dickson, died in January 1880, aged 42, there 
were 13 surviving children. Dickson remarried in January 1882, but was diagnosed 
with diabetes around that time. He left Queensland and spent several years in the 
United Kingdom. His second wife, the former Miss Anne Mary McKinlay, 
Headmistress of the Brisbane Girls’ Grammar School, left the marriage and the 
couple lived apart for the rest of their lives. When Dickson returned to Queensland, 
he was elected to the seat of Bulimba, and in this second phase of his political life he 
was Secretary for Railways (1897‒98), Postmaster-General (1897‒98) and Home 
Secretary in 1898.
9
 Given his untreatable diabetes, Dickson probably believed that 
he had reached the pinnacle of his political career in the government of which Hugh 
Muir Nelson was Premier and Thomas Joseph Byrnes the Solicitor General. These 
two Ministers of the Crown were university educated — unusual in colonial politics. 
Nelson, born in Scotland in 1833, had been educated at the University of Edinburgh, 
and then moved to Queensland with his parents in 1853.
10
 A great career was 
expected of T. J. Byrnes, born in Brisbane in 1860 to Irish immigrants. He won 
successive scholarships and gained an Arts/Law degree at the University of 
Melbourne.
11
 Byrnes was popular because many Queenslanders, including members 
of the Australian Natives’ Association, favoured the selection of clever young men, 
particularly those of Australian birth. During his visit to London for the Queen’s 
Jubilee, Byrnes visited Ireland, where he was welcomed as a successful Irishman 
abroad.
12
  
 
‘The powerful Secretary of State for Colonies, Joseph Chamberlain, held a 
conference with the premiers of the Empire’s self-governing crown colonies who 
attended Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee on 22 June 1897’, Craig Wilcox 
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relates.
13
 A clue to Chamberlain’s drive, and ‘his quiet suave manner, tense with 
controlled energy, was that his nonconformist religion excluded him from Oxford 
University’, writes Elizabeth Longford. He promoted his Imperial vision that the 
British Empire would form one ‘great commercial republic’ and ‘economic unit’ 
with its factories in Great Britain and its farms overseas, with a constant flow of 
population to ensure prosperity and power.
14
 Geoffrey Barraclough quotes Lord 
Curzon, Viceroy of India, and a former Balliol contemporary of Alfred Milner: 
In Empire we have found not merely the key to glory and wealth, but the call 
to duty and the means of service to mankind; and Milner saw the British 
empire as ‘a group of states, independent of one another in their local affairs’, 
but bound together ‘in a permanent organic union’ for the defence of their 
common interests and the development of a common civilization.
15
  
 
The Daily Mail emphasised the martial aspect of the Jubilee celebrations and 
announced that the colonies had sent small contingents of soldiers to the great event 
in June 1897. The Brisbane Courier announced as ‘drum and trumpet news’ that 
detachments of colonial troops taking part in the Jubilee procession on the 22 June 
were to be drilled daily at Chelsea Barracks, London.
16
 An insignificant international 
matter, perhaps, but because the report flattered the colonial military men visiting 
England, the Brisbane Courier printed it to impress its readers, stating; ‘[i]n the 
recent military tournament the colonial troops had defeated the British regulars in the 
bayonet competitions’.17 These military jousts and tournaments fit Ottosen’s 
Preliminary’ stage of preparing the public to witness military display as theatre and 
ultimately endorse it as preparation for war. 
 
‘What the Empire amounts to is that we possess all these remote, outlandish 
places and can bring men from every end of the earth to honour our Queen. What is 
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important, too, is that these people are working, not simply under us, but with us. 
Each one of us is a working part of this world-shaping force’, Britain’s Daily Mail 
related in June 1897.
18
 This festive celebratory event, in which Premier Nelson and 
Attorney General Byrnes participated, affirmed the reality of the British Empire. No 
doubt many of the colonial dignitaries would have been aware that disturbing 
tensions in South Africa lay beneath the public celebrations of loyalty to, and 
strength of, the British Empire. It was the onward march of progress that epitomised 
the progress experienced during Victoria’s reign. The language of imperialism 
articulated by Chamberlain, Milner and the Imperial South Africa Association was 
the ‘lingua franca’ of public debate. A group such as the ISAA, which was quasi-
governmental, saw its role as mobilising public opinion in Britain behind the South 
African policy of Joseph Chamberlain and Alfred Milner.
19
 
 
When the Empire’s political leaders met that triumphant summer of 1897, they 
were concerned that a raid into Johannesburg, South Africa, led by Leander Jameson 
in December 1895 and January 1896, had implicated two of Britain’s most powerful 
men, the Secretary of State for Colonies, Joseph Chamberlain, and the mining 
magnate and Jameson’s friend, Cecil Rhodes. Robert Rotberg writes:  
Throughout 1895, Rhodes, Jameson, Beit, Rosebery, Chamberlain and dozens 
of important others, hatched a tendentious and risky scheme to subvert 
President Kruger’s hold on the Transvaal and by an invasion linked to an 
armed revolt make that interior Afrikaner stronghold British.
20
  
 
Rotberg states that Britain was bound by past policy to respect the Transvaal’s 
autonomy. So was the Cape, of which Rhodes was Premier.
21
 These men would also 
have been aware that throughout 1896, ‘the volatile situation gave mining stocks 
little chance of recovery. Huge capital investment was desperately required to restart 
production and investors were taking heavy losses and remained wary of the 
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Transvaal’s political crosscurrents’, according to Stanley Jackson, biographer of a 
leading mining magnate, Barney Barnato.
22
 
 
Gold is a people magnet, and from the 1880s, when gold was discovered in the 
Witwatersrand, thousands of people arrived uninvited into the Transvaal to gain 
wealth. The public reason for Jameson’s Raid was to create an uprising of Uitlanders 
in Johannesburg, a city of 51,000, 40,000 of whom were Uitlanders.
23
 The 
Witwatersrand became a cosmopolitan enclave in the midst of a pastoral state as the 
Uitlanders outnumbered the Dutch descendants, known as Boers, in the Transvaal. 
The Uitlander population on the goldfields reached 100,000 people of all races; half 
were Europeans from the other South African territories and England, France, the 
United States of America and Germany.
24
 They intensified their challenge to 
Kruger’s Government to improve their voting rights in the Transvaal. Barbary 
writes, ‘by 1895 the foreigners from all over the world who had flooded to the gold 
diggings around Johannesburg outnumbered all the Boer farmers in the Transvaal by 
two to one. The Uitlanders, determined to get rich regardless of ethics and morality, 
had disrupted Boer values’.25 Such a rapid and uncontrolled influx of gold-diggers 
led a Cape politician to describe Johannesburg contemptuously as ‘Monte Carlo 
superimposed on Sodom and Gomorrah’.26 The leaders of the Transvaal realised that 
this treasonous raid was a forerunner to Britain waging war on their Republic. This 
deliberate planned action by the British raiders to create an uprising in Johannesburg 
to encourage war fits the second or ‘Justification’ stage in Ottosen’s theory.  
 
The uprising did not occur, and the Boers arrested the Jameson Raiders on 
grounds of treason. On 1 January 1900, W.T. Stead, editor of Review of Reviews, 
London, wrote in the Preface to F.W. Reitz’s A Century of Wrong, an official 
exposition of the case of the Boer against Britain,  
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immediately after the Raid the British Government began to assemble 
information to prepare for war with the Boers. In this awful turning point of 
the history of South Africa, on the event of the conflict that threatens to 
exterminate our people, it behoves us to speak the truth in what may be, 
perchance, our last message to the world. The papers captured at Dundee 
Camp from the British reveal a thoroughly worked out scheme to attack the 
independency of both Republics as far back as 1896, notwithstanding constant 
assurances of amity towards the Free State.
27
  
 
Nelson and Byrnes returned to Brisbane in January 1898. Sir Hugh Nelson, 
who had been knighted in 1896, returned with more awards, a Privy Councillor, an 
Hon. DCL Oxford, as well as an Hon LL.D Edinburgh.
28
 These two talented 
politicians were aware that the major political issue for the colony was to prepare the 
voters for Federation. They probably did not know that Milner had written a private 
agenda-setting letter to Chamberlain on 23 February 1898, declaring, ‘[t]here is no 
way out of the political troubles in South Africa except reform in the Transvaal or 
war. Kruger has immense resources in money and any amount of ammunitions of 
war to which he adds constantly. Of one thing I am certain, Kruger will never take 
any step which he thinks will provoke us to fight’.29  
 
When the President of the Legislative Council, Sir Arthur Palmer, died early in 
April 1898, Sir Hugh Nelson became his successor, and on 13 April 1898, Thomas 
Joseph Byrnes was appointed Premier and Chief Secretary of the Colony of 
Queensland.
30
 Byrnes became the first Australian-born Premier of Queensland and 
the youngest to hold that office. However, tragedy struck, and by the end of 
September, Thomas Joseph Byrnes was dead. He had bronchitis, measles and a 
cardiac condition when a senior Brisbane medical man, Dr. Charles Marks, applied 
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the outdated treatment of ‘bleeding the patient’; an hour later, Byrnes died.31 A 
Requiem Mass was held at St Stephen’s Cathedral on 30 September 1898. The 
sudden death of a public figure in full vigour of life, such as Premier Byrnes, who 
had achieved much and could expect a great future, shocked people. Poignant 
obituaries appeared in the newspapers, including Irish papers. The Courier published 
an obituary written by T.P. O’Connor, a leading Irish politician in the House of 
Commons, who had met T.J. Byrnes in 1897.
32
  
 
Colonial Queensland’s conservative government had lost its brightest star. In 
late 1898, Queensland received its third Premier for the year. ‘Many people expected 
that Robert Philp, the longest serving member of the Cabinet, would take the 
position of Premier. As on more than one occasion in his career, Philp was oddly 
reluctant to take the leadership, preferring to support that smooth old stager J. R. 
Dickson’, wrote Geoffrey Bolton. He quoted The Worker; which stated ‘Dickson 
was the honour and the abuse and Philp the power’.33 
 
On 1 October 1898 the Governor of Queensland, Lord Lamington, appointed 
James Robert Dickson to act as caretaker Premier until the election, six months away 
in March 1899. During a pre-election meeting in Charters Towers, John Dunsford, 
Labour Member for the Legislative Assembly, shared details of political events in 
Brisbane with his audience: 
When Mr. Dickson took the Premiership there was a bit of a flutter in the 
dovecot and quite a number of the Government supporters signed a round 
robin that they would not have him at any price. However, they had to come 
back to their gruel because Lord Lamington was behind him, and Lord 
Lamington and the Upper House were the ruling power in this land.
34
 
 
Dickson campaigned vigorously, and months later when he was attacked in the 
House, declared, ‘I take great credit to myself that, at considerable physical exertion, 
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I have traversed the length and breadth of this great country during the parliamentary 
campaign’.35 He took every opportunity to promote himself to the electors and 
promised government resources for their communities. Dickson convinced the voters 
and ceased to be the caretaker Premier. James Robert Dickson had achieved his goal 
of becoming the elected Premier of the colony of Queensland. However, if six 
months in office had killed the 38-year-old Premier Byrnes, then 67-year-old James 
Dickson, a long-term diabetic, was not a fit and healthy man to take on the 
responsibility of running a colony. It was public knowledge in 1882 that he had 
diabetes, for which there was no treatment. At this time, Premier Thomas McIlwraith 
offered Dickson the position of Speaker of the House, but he declined.
36
  
 
James Dickson was not a popular choice of Premier even within his own party, 
known as Ministerialists because they had held the Ministerial benches at a time 
when the political parties were just beginning to form. In 1896, Scots-born William 
Kidston, member for Rockhampton, who represented Labour, described the 
Ministerialists as the party ‘that wanted to exploit Queensland’, writes D.J. 
Murphy.
37
 The pro-government paper in Charters Towers, the Mining Standard, 
reported the speech delivered by Labour MLA John Dunsford to a meeting of 
electors: 
While Byrnes was dying Dickson was on the telephone in communication with 
Lord Lamington and was soon afterwards Premier of Queensland. It was 
disagreeable for the followers of the Government to have to swallow Mr. 
Dickson, but they had to do it, although many of them wanted Bob Philp to be 
the Premier.
38
 
 
The Brisbane Courier reported that a large crowd of Dickson’s voters at the 
Bulimba School of Arts cheered when the election results were announced. He told 
them that ‘the eyes of Queensland had been on this election’. James Dickson, 
Legislative Assembly Member for Bulimba, and duly elected Premier of the colony 
of Queensland, enjoyed a euphoric evening as the crowd cheered and congratulated 
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him. He reassured them; ‘during the time I should hold the reins of Government my 
policy would be steady, progressive and expansive — that would benefit every man 
and woman in the community’.39 James Dickson made no mention that night that his 
policy would involve committing Queensland to an undeclared overseas war without 
the government’s consent.  
 
On New Year’s Day 1899, James Dickson wrote the following prayer in his 
diary. It reveals his innermost thoughts and beliefs about his responsibility to lead 
the people of Queensland, however, six months later he committed the colony to an 
undeclared overseas war: 
I thank God for allowing me a continued existence to record in 1899 my 
reverential attitude and love for the unmerited mercies He continues to 
envision me with. I pray that He will be with me to keep my mouth an teach 
me what I shall say so that in the high position herewith it has pleased Him to 
call me, my thoughts, words and actions, maybe inspired and guided by His 
Holy Spirit and may rebound to His Honour and Glory and may result in 
increased prosperity and happiness of the people of Queensland over whom I 
have been unexpectedly appointed to preside.
40
 
 
When James Dickson continued to campaign through the heat of summer, his 
party sailed north to Townsville and he spoke at regional centres along the route, 
focussing on the benefits of Federation. Queensland was represented for the first 
time since 1895, when Dickson attended a secret Premiers’ Conference in Melbourne 
in January 1899, which agreed to amend the Constitution Bill for New South Wales 
and Queensland.
41
 Astute newspaper readers might have realised that Federation was 
not the only contentious issue in 1899. On 6 January that year, an article appeared in 
the Maryborough Chronicle with the sub-header ‘Australians versus Boers’ under 
the word ‘Transvaal’. The article cited a Mr. Frank Smith, who had recently returned 
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after living in South Africa. Publishing Smith’s boast, ‘a few thousand Australian 
sharpshooters could knock off the arrogant Boers’ is an example of Ottosen’s 
‘Preliminary’ stage of preparation for war. 42 
 
When James Dickson was elected Premier in March 1899, he promoted the 
Federation Enabling Bill through a Special Session of Parliament called for May‒
June to debate and pass the Bill in time for the Federation Referendum on 2 
September 1899. Dickson’s task was fraught with challenges because the Anti-
Billites, who had the support of Queensland businesspeople, feared that Federation 
would cause economic disaster through the removal of tariffs.
43
 
 
Ottosen’s theory in the build-up to war is evident from events early in May 
1899, when the Brisbane Courier published a report that the Uitlanders in the 
Transvaal had sent a petition containing 21,000 signatures to Joseph Chamberlain to 
present to Her Majesty. Hoping that Queen Victoria would listen to their grievances 
as British residents in the Transvaal, the petition declared; ‘for a number of years, 
prior to 1896, considerable discontent existed among the Outlander population of the 
South African Republic, caused by the manner in which the Government of the 
country was being conducted. The great majority of the Outlander population 
consists of British subjects’.44  These British petitioners, who used the anglicised 
term ‘Outlander’ and not the Boer word, Uitlander, meaning ‘barbarian’, did not 
consider the claim to be arrogant because they had overtaken the Boer population in 
numbers and owned a large proportion of the land. Just as British colonials sailed to 
England or Scotland for their tertiary education, so Boers were educated in Holland, 
but the petitioners claimed to represent the intellect, the wealth and energy of the 
state.
45
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At the Bloemfontein Conference, initiated by President Steyn, ‘President 
Kruger saw his side of the situation with devastating clarity: the survival of the 
Boers was at stake. He was not prepared to see his people swamped by alien voters 
but he made a generous concession to reduce the Uitlanders’ residency to seven 
years but again Milner refused to accept these terms and left the conference’, wrote 
G.H.L. Le May.
46
  
 
In May 1899, James Dickson had a heavy schedule. The Military Jamboree at 
Lytton on the Queen’s Birthday was a great Empire-building event for citizens. Men 
and horses from country, urban militia groups and rifle clubs travelled to Fort Lytton 
to attend military training and manoeuvres. This event was an expression of civic 
and military loyalties that caught the imagination and attendance of the public, who 
were attracted to the spectacle of open-air theatre that the military jamboree 
presented, with uniformed performers, horses, flags, band music, marches, patriotic 
singing and food stalls.
47
 Brisbane Courier journalist Major Spencer Browne 
reported on Premier Dickson’s visit to the military encampment. Henry Dutton, his 
Under Secretary, accompanied him, and after seeing the men in action the pair dined 
in the officers’ mess.48 This Jamboree fits the first stage of Ottosen’s media theory, 
‘Preliminary’, in building support among the people for war. 
 
On 15 May 1899, the Governor, Lord Lamington, opened a significant special 
sitting of Parliament in the presence of a large crowd of colourfully attired 
dignitaries and their female guests. The Chief Justice, Sir Samuel Griffith, Justice 
Patrick Real and Justice Charles Chubb wore their scarlet and ermine robes. The 
Bishops of Brisbane and Ipswich were robed. The Rt. Hon. Sir Hugh Nelson 
appeared in a Privy Councillor’s costume, while Lord Lamington’s Aide de Camp, 
Sir Austin Stuart Richardson, wore the Black Watch uniform and Lieutenant Colonel 
Aytoun wore the uniform of the Argyll and Southern Highlanders; the senior officers 
of the Queensland Defence Force were also uniformed. Also attending were the 
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Legislative Councillors, all the members of the Legislative Assembly, senior officers 
of the Defence Force and members of the press gallery.
49
  
 
Lord Lamington’s speech focussed on Federation; there was no reference to 
war. The speech from the throne, delivered by the Governor, was prepared by the 
Premier’s Department. No mention of war in the speech suggests that Dickson had 
not contemplated sending Queensland troops to an overseas war until he had 
received Commandant Gunter’s letter on 6 July. When the Federation debate began 
in the Legislative Assembly, Premier Dickson reviewed the three attempts to get the 
Enabling Bills through the Chamber. He spoke for over two hours, regardless of 
interjections. He wanted to get the issue settled rather than have it hamper the 
passage of domestic legislation. He declared, ‘this is the most important time in the 
annals not only of Queensland and Australia, but of the British Empire’.50 In this 
Special Parliamentary Session, Dickson did not indicate that the colony needed to 
plan and budget for an overseas war, as yet undeclared, in the Transvaal.  
 
The Queensland Legislative Assembly went into recess on 23 June. On 1 June, 
Premier Dickson stipulated that there should not be a sitting of the House at the same 
time as the referendum was taken. He wanted the members to be in their electorates 
advocating one view or the other on the Federation Enabling Bill with their electors, 
who would vote on it at a colony-wide referendum on 2 September.
51
  
 
While the media focus was on the crucial Federation Referendum, another 
example of Rune Ottosen’s ‘Preliminary’ stage of a military campaign to mould the 
consciousness of readers appeared in the Brisbane Courier on 23 June 1899. It 
reprinted a cable from the belligerent nationalist British newspaper, the Daily Mail: 
‘The British Government have practically decided to send 40,000 additional troops 
to Cape Colony, 15,000 troops will be sent from India’.52 This cable supports Wayne 
                                                 
49
 Telegraph, 16 May 1899.  
50
 Brisbane Courier, 24 May 1899:5.  
51
 Queensland Parliamentary Debates, Legislative Assembly, 2 May 1899:248. 
52
 Brisbane Courier, 23 June 1899.  
26 
 
Wanta’s ‘agenda-setting news’ because it informed the public about the war plans 
proposed in the War Office in England.  
 
The editorials in The Worker contrasted with those in the Brisbane Courier, 
edited by C. Brundson Fletcher, a Methodist layman and son-in-law of the Attorney 
General, Arthur Rutledge. Francis Kenna had been appointed the editor of The 
Worker in the late 1890s by the Australian Workers’ Union. Francis Kenna, born in 
Maryborough of Irish immigrants in 1865, trained as a teacher and taught in 
Queensland schools. His poem, ‘Songs of a Season’, was successfully published in 
The Bulletin in 1895. Ideologically, he fulminated against the ‘Lords of the 
Money’.53 Kenna then turned to journalism, a logical role for this articulate and 
socially aware man. He did not support war, and he tellingly entitled his article on 1 
July 1899 ‘The Boers and the Boodle’. He argued from evidence when he declared,  
If the Transvaal had not some of the richest mines in the world we should 
never have heard a word about the alleged grievances of the Uitlanders. The 
Boer people never invited them into their country. The Boers have the right to 
make what laws they please, whether in regard to dynamite or suffrage and it is 
impudence to tell them otherwise.
54
  
 
Stephen Clarke reveals how the War Office plans involved the colonies in the 
proposed war against the Transvaal.
55
 He writes, 
at the War Office on 8 June 1899 three days after the collapse of the 
Bloemfontein conference which increased the prospect of war between Britain 
and the Transvaal, the Commander-in-Chief of the British Army, Lord 
Wolseley, proposed that preparations should begin for an expeditionary force 
to be sent to South Africa.  
 
Wolseley’s belligerent minute concluded; ‘[i]t would create an excellent feeling if 
each of the Australian colonies, Tasmania and New Zealand, furnished contingents 
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of mounted troops, and that Canada should furnish two battalions of foot’.56 
Therefore, while the Queensland colonial Parliament was engaged in the Federation 
debate, plans were discussed in London to engage the colonies in Britain’s war on 
the veldt. This indicates that Howel Gunter, the Commandant of the Queensland 
Defence Force, did not initiate the letter he delivered to Premier Dickson to commit 
the colony to war, but he was a key link between the War Office in London and the 
Premier of Queensland. 
The letter stated: 
Sir, I have the honour to submit for approval a recommendation that the 
services of a Contingent of Queensland troops, consisting of 250 officers, non-
commissioned officers and men of the Queensland Mounted Infantry, with a 
machine gun section, be offered for duty with the Imperial troops in the event 
of hostilities breaking out between Great Britain and the Transvaal. If this 
recommendation is approved, I suggest that the communication be made to the 
Imperial authorities by cablegram.  
Signed,  
Commandant Howel Gunter.
57
 
The proviso on the Commandant’s letter was ‘in the event of hostilities breaking out 
between Great Britain and the Transvaal’. When war broke out on 11 October 1899, 
the colony of Queensland was committed to send troops. 
 
Many colonial politicians were British-born and had become wealthy and 
influential far beyond what they could have achieved in Britain. They governed in 
the colonies as successful Britons abroad. This symbiotic relationship is evident in 
correspondence from 10 July 1899, when Premier Dickson advised the Governor, 
Lord Lamington, to cable the letter from Commandant Howel Gunter to the 
Secretary of State for Colonies, Joseph Chamberlain, in London, to support Britain’s 
military aggression against the Republic of the Transvaal. Dickson was the only 
democratically elected member of the House who had considered the request made 
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by the Commandant of the Defence Force. When the editor of the Brisbane Courier, 
C. Brunsdon Fletcher, published this commitment, he started the myth that the 
Queensland Government became the first colony in the British Empire to offer 
troops. In reality, the Premier made the offer on 10 July 1899 during the 
Parliamentary recess and without consulting Parliament.
58
 The Enabling Bill was 
passed on 21 June and within days, the majority of politicians had left for their 
electorates. William Browne, MLA, Labour member for Croydon, suffering from 
asthma, was unable to return, but sent an open letter to his constituents.
59
 
 
The Queensland Treasury, nearly bankrupt and saddled with extensive loans 
from British investors, did not have the money to equip, pay and send a contingent of 
men to an overseas war. The economy carried loans and loan repayments. 
Queensland needed to maintain colonial primary products on the London markets. 
This was a reason the conservative colonial newspapers supported Dickson’s 
commitment. These newspapers were essential for continuing economic 
development because they promoted and built international trade and sustained the 
notion of Empire.  
 
Sir Alfred Milner, British High Commissioner in South Africa and successful 
financier but with little diplomatic experience was determined to impose his will on 
the Transvaalers, including President Kruger, even at the cost of war.
60
 Milner’s 
comments were cabled to the colonies and printed in local newspapers to promote 
sympathy for war, offering further evidence of the ‘Preliminary’ stage of Ottosen’s 
media theory. The press unanimity in Britain was traced to certain newspaper offices 
in Cape Town and Johannesburg. They supplied copy to the British press. 
Consequently, the cabled news printed in Queensland papers was neither reliable nor 
independent. Hobson writes: ‘Rhodes, Barnato and Eckstein owned half a dozen 
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papers in South Africa including the Cape Argus and the Star of Johannesburg 
whose editor instructed the readers of the London Times of the necessity for war’.61 
 
Moritz writes: At Bloemfontein in May 1899, Milner’s obstinacy, not 
Kruger’s, foiled President Steyn’s plan for peace’.62 ‘Milner was a war-provoker 
without peer’, comments Robert Rotberg, adding; ‘Milner and Rhodes believed 
strongly in the God-given gifts of Britons, and their manifest destiny, and the 
essential humanism of British domination’.63 Promoting this ideology, The 
Queensland Times of Ipswich published agenda-setting news to support war when it 
reported that after the Bloemfontein conference with Kruger, Sir Alfred Milner was 
cheered in Cape Town.
64
  
 
At the international level, Milner clearly indicated that Britain intended to 
wage war in South Africa. John Benyon claims that the unique position of High 
Commissioner to South Africa gave Milner power to act unilaterally, and this 
enabled him to escalate a middle-level crisis into a major war.
65
 At the Queensland 
level, the editorials by C.B. Fletcher of the Brisbane Courier pulsated with jingoistic 
patriotism. Nor did he question the ethics or legality of Dickson’s support for war. 
The ethics of engaging in this war were raised in the House in an October debate and 
in The Worker, but were not addressed by Fletcher in his editorials. Clement 
Semmler’s entry in the Australian Dictionary of Biography describes Fletcher as 
having an incisive, vigorous writing style that contained certain attitudes that he 
hammered home on behalf of Anglo-Saxon people and the Empire.
66
 Major Spencer 
Browne had joined the Brisbane Courier in 1882 and was a key link to the 
Queensland Defence Force and the government leaders. Browne described James 
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Dickson as ‘rather sententious in manner, but very capable, very courageous, and 
always a good friend of the newspaper men’.67  
 
‘All the leading London papers received their South African intelligence from 
the staff of newspapers in Cape Town and Johannesburg owned by Messrs Rhodes, 
Barnato and Eckstein in which the Boers were vilified’, wrote J. A. Hobson.68 The 
London papers then cabled the news to Australian papers and generated powerful 
press unity, saturated public opinion and neutralised independent thinking. This 
deliberate international media demonising of the people in the other nation, namely 
the Boers in the Transvaal, fits Ottosen’s second stage, ‘Justification’, for preparing 
the public to accept war.
69
  
 
Ottosen refers to the framework that the Norwegian Peace researcher, Johan 
Galtung, has termed ‘cultural violence’, because it is used to justify or legitimate 
direct or structural violence against a perceived enemy. Images, cartoons and articles 
that create a borderline between ‘us’ and ‘the other’ are a socio-psychological 
mechanism that nations use to define different nations as ‘the other’ and use this as 
propaganda to justify an attack.
70
 From the outset, the British newspapers used 
archetypal images in which the Boers were presented as dirty, ignorant criminals, 
torturers and rapists who desecrated women and children. Ottosen’s study of ‘Enemy 
Images in the Journalistic Process’ identifies these archetypes.71  
 
Colonial Queensland was a society with a free press. The left-wing Worker 
newspaper, with weekly sales of between 10,000 and 12,000, challenged the agenda-
setting articles of the conservative newspapers, whose accusations against the Boers 
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were usually based on fabrications. This process of fabricating news, in which the 
media critically manipulated and distorted the facts to mobilise for war, was evident 
in the lead-up to the military conflicts in Kosovo in 1999, Afghanistan in 2001 and 
Iraq in 2003, according to Stig Nohrstedt and Rune Ottosen, authors of Global War 
— Local Views, Media Images of the Iraq War.72 They refer to Norman Fairclough, 
who developed Critical Discourse Analysis to study media content contextually, 
which is useful for comparing the contested terrains, as can be seen in the different 
reportage styles of The Worker and the Brisbane Courier. The Worker came out with 
strong statements that focussed on the leading British and Boer leaders as well as on 
the issue. This newspaper established strong agenda-setting editorials and articles in 
which it presented the case for the Boers as a small Republic struggling against the 
might of the British Empire.
73
  
 
On 1 July 1899, The Worker explained how the international media vilified the 
Boers and promoted Britain’s attack. ‘They are sounding their war cries in every 
capitalist sheet throughout the civilised world. With every plausible, hypocritical, 
and specious pretext on their tongues, and the whole of the British Empire at their 
backs, the Transvaal is doomed’.74 A show of the British Empire’s worldwide 
strength and political collusion was evident in the way the conservative press built 
up the force of numbers in support of war against the two Dutch Republics, the 
Transvaal and the Orange Free State in South Africa. Wayne Wanta quotes Weaver 
when stating; ‘the news media does not mirror reality but instead filters it. In other 
words, journalists choose what issues and events they will cover and how they will 
cover them’.75 
 
Throughout the British Empire, the conservative newspapers excelled at 
‘perception management’, with articles that shaped and supported the dominant 
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capitalist view in support of war on the Boers. The agenda-setting conservative press 
promoted the idea of war against the Boers, who were described in negative terms 
and vilified for creating difficulties and tensions for the British people, who had 
chosen to live and work in their land. These were the manipulative methods used to 
‘make’ an enemy and justify war. Arthur Siegel calls this stage ‘the big lie. It does 
not have to be the truth, as long as it is plausible’.76 
 
Francis Kenna, editor of The Worker, continued to challenge the conservative 
journalists: ‘Chamberlain, Cecil Rhodes and the Transvaal Boodlers are pressing 
hard upon the Boer and yelling for the scalp of that grand old father of his people — 
Paul Kruger. It is the mining speculators who want to grab this territory in order to 
become millionaires who are the cause of all the noise’.77 Newspaper readers in 
colonial Queensland had access to the Sydney-based Bulletin, edited by J. F. 
Archibald, who raised public consciousness with articles on national and cultural 
identity. He reported that the Boers were damned either way. Numerically, the 
burghers of the Transvaal were outnumbered. If they gave the vote to the Uitlanders, 
they lost control of government. While they controlled who had the right to vote, the 
British power group behind the Uitlanders would push for war. War was inevitable. 
The comment in The Bulletin respected the Boers for their courage in being prepared 
to fight for their rights and referred to the anticipated war as a bloody fight. 
However, in 1899 Archibald
78
 and his journalists probably could not imagine the 
levels of brutality and abuse that the British would inflict on the Boer population 
through a scorched earth policy, concentrations camps, disease and bloodshed.  
The Bulletin explained:  
If the Boers did not meet all the Uitlanders’ demands then the mighty armies of 
Great Britain would descend on the veldt and would win the bloody fight. So 
the Boer Republic goes down sooner or later whether it gives concession or it 
does not. The Boer may yet decide to concede nothing and go down fighting. It 
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is the more dignified end of the two — after all it is not quite such certain 
death as the concession would be.
79
 
 
The journalistic techniques of agenda-setting were familiar to the British High 
Commissioner in South Africa, Sir Alfred Milner. After Milner’s brilliant career at 
Balliol, Oxford, he joined the Pall Mall Gazette, edited by W.T. Stead, then an 
imperialist who fell from grace when his Review of Reviews adopted a pro-Boer 
line.
80
 Shula Marks cites John Benyon, who argues that Milner’s ‘long reach into the 
heart of the British establishment’ went well beyond The Times. He recruited W. F. 
Moneypenny for the Johannesburg Star (financed by Wernher, Beit and Company) 
and attracted Edmund Garrett, ‘an old contact from his days at the Pall Mall Gazette’ 
to edit the Cape Times (financed by Rhodes).
81
 Pakenham claims that Milner 
intensified his links with leading journalists, including George Buckle, editor of The 
Times, London. When he arrived in Cape Town in 1897 as the British High 
Commissioner, Milner pursued a definite agenda to create British dominance in 
South Africa. Pakenham writes that ‘Milner’s capitalist associates — Beit, Wernher 
and Fitzpatrick — encouraged his belligerence. Contrary to the accepted view of 
later historians, they were thus active partners with Milner in the making of the 
war’.82  
 
Stephen Badsey states that the newspaper magnates created a ‘phoney crisis’ 
and manipulated government policy, both in the Transvaal and in Britain’.83 Most of 
Britain’s newspapers supported war, including the influential conservative organ, 
The Daily Telegraph, owned by Lord Burnham (Edward Levy), as well as 
Oppenheimer’s Daily News, Marks’s Evening News and Steinkoph’s St James 
Gazette. On 13 July 1899, readers of the London Times, at the heart of the British 
Empire, were told that the Queensland Government had offered to send a contingent 
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of troops in the event of war breaking out with the Transvaal, and applauded ‘the 
generous and patriotic offer’ of the colony.84  
 
The Commandant of the Queensland Defence Force, Howel Gunter, who wrote 
the letter to Premier Dickson, was not responsible for initiating the request for 
Queenslanders to engage in the war that Alfred Milner was prosecuting in South 
Africa, but he was a key link between the War Office in London and the Premier of 
Queensland. Stephen Clarke writes that Joseph Chamberlain, Secretary of State for 
Colonies, who devoted considerable energy and intrigue to advancing Imperial ideas, 
wanted to see the Empire rallying behind Britain for South Africa’s cause. On 3 July 
1899, Chamberlain secretly instructed the Governor General of Canada, together 
with the Governors of New South Wales and Victoria, to request their respective 
governments to offer military assistance. He asked for detachments of New South 
Wales Lancers and Victorian Mounted Rifles and a few Canadian troops. The cables 
sent to Earl Beauchamp, Governor of New South Wales, and Earl Brassey, Governor 
of Victoria, read: 
Can you, without publicity, find out from authorities whether they would avail 
themselves of this opportunity to show solidarity to the Empire? Such an offer, 
spontaneously made, would be welcomed here and might have a great effect on 
South Africa?
85
 
 
What is not known is how Commandant Gunter received this request or if he 
discussed it with the senior officers at military headquarters. What is known is that 
three days later, on 6 July 1899, he visited the Premier’s office and left the letter, 
which was not an offer to defend the colony in a defensive war, but a request to be 
sent to an as-yet-undeclared overseas war. The Queensland Defence Force had been 
established to defend the colony of Queensland to the three-mile limit offshore. 
Clearly, Gunter ignored what Craig Wilcox describes as ‘the ancient custom that 
restricted citizen soldiers to local defence’.86 This intervention by the military leader 
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into colonial civil power was opportunistic because the Boers did not intend to attack 
colonial Queensland, but were defending their Republic, the Transvaal. 
 
On Saturday 8 July, an impressive military display attended by nearly 500 
troops from the different companies of the Moreton Regiment from Boonah, 
Lowood and Brisbane was held at Ipswich. A special train had been organised to 
bring the men to Ipswich. In Wanta’s terms, this display was an agenda-setting event 
to engage public support for the military. The Queensland Times reported that 
spectators lined the streets of Ipswich to hear the regimental band and view the 
military parade led by Lt. Colonel Flewell-Smith, from Lowood, in charge of the 
regiment. Senior officers at that Ipswich parade were Captain Harry Chauvel and 
Majors Ayscough and Koch.
87
 The newspaper reported that this military display 
provided the opportunity for the officers of the Queensland Defence Force to engage 
in a recruiting drive. Captain Harry Chauvel encouraged men in the Darling Downs 
and Granite area to join.
88
  
 
Premier Dickson was in Maryborough when Commandant Gunter brought his 
letter to the Executive office on Thursday 6 July. The Maryborough Chronicle 
welcomed the Premier, who opened the 21st annual exhibition of the Wide Bay and 
Burnett Pastoral Association in the absence of the Governor, who was in North 
Queensland. The Premier praised the high standard of the exhibits, but 
acknowledged that the government needed to spend more on railways to open up the 
district to productive agriculture.
89
 Dickson, the former auctioneer, repeated his 
election campaign strategies and offered government funds to each district, where he 
spoke on the issue he wanted the electors to support. With the Federation 
Referendum less than two months away, the Premier anticipated an immense 
majority in favour of the Commonwealth Bill. He declared, ‘Federation ought to be 
hailed with satisfaction by every resident of Australia’.90 
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On Monday 10 July 1899, Gunter’s letter was cabled from the office of the 
Governor, Lord Lamington, to Joseph Chamberlain, the Secretary of State for 
Colonies, in London. In this sequence of actions, the senior Defence Force member, 
the Commandant, had influenced the elected civilian power; consequently, the 
colony of Queensland was committed to an undeclared overseas war. The breach of 
Westminster rules of government occurred because there had been no debate in 
Parliament and therefore no Parliamentary approval, no budget allocated and no 
preparations for recruiting soldiers or equipping and shipping them. The elected 
legislators in this colonial democracy had been ignored. Their reactions to this 
unlawful procedure are examined in the following chapter, ‘Uproar in the House’. 
 
The day after the Governor’s office had cabled Gunter’s letter to London, 
Brisbane’s Telegraph stated; ‘[t]he authorities of the Queensland Defence Force 
have made an offer to the Government to equip and despatch a force to South Africa 
in the event of an outbreak of hostilities between Great Britain and the Transvaal’.91 
The newspaper provided its readers with the following specific details that only 
those familiar with the letter written by Gunter would have known: 
The Government have decided to offer the services of a contingent of troops 
consisting of 250 officers, non-commissioned officers and men of the 
Queensland Mounted Infantry with machine-gun section for duty with the 
Imperial forces. His Excellency the Governor has been requested to 
communicate the offer to the Imperial Government by cable.
92
 
 
The Telegraph Newspaper Company established the Telegraph in 1872 as an 
evening paper.
93
 In the 1890s, the directors continued the company tradition with 
influential Methodist laypersons, George Cowlishaw, Chairman, Vice Chairman, 
Frederick T. Brentnall, MLC, a former Methodist minister, along with Herbert 
Hunter and J. Hunter Brown.
94
 Brentnall, who claimed that a throat infection limited 
his preaching, was mocked for having left the church for more lucrative fields, but 
then delivered strong pro-war and anti-Federation speeches in the Legislative 
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Council. Brentnall, therefore, brought an ultra-conservative influence to the 
Telegraph.
95
 
 
On 10 July, The Charters Towers Daily Herald told its readers that owing to 
the difficulty of enlisting soldiers in Britain, the Secretary for War, the Marquis of 
Landsdowne, had introduced a Military Conscription Bill to enrol by ballot men 
between the ages of 18 and 35 years.
96
 Britain’s attack on the Boers was an attempt 
to show the European powers that the British Empire was unified with immense 
military and naval power. Britain introduced conscription to build a large militia to 
attack the Boers, an act that the anti-imperialist Bulletin criticised; stating that ‘[t]he 
British Government’s proposal to re-establish conscription so far as the militia is 
concerned ends the boast that Britain is the one country that is sufficiently defended 
by a purely voluntary army. It is seventy years or more since Britain had 
conscription’.97 The Charters Towers Daily Herald published these comments on 
conscription:  
Conscription is alarming in a country where the standing army is entered freely 
by all sorts and conditions of men who accept the Queen’s shilling in their fist 
and a nobby suit of clothes not from choice but are forced to avoid starvation, 
want of employment, disgrace or ruin. The militia are soldiers for six weeks of 
the year and attend the nearest barracks for a course of instruction.
98
 
 
The Ipswich Herald, originally printed on 4 July 1859, adopted the name The 
Queensland Times on October 1861.
99
 In 1899, it agitated against Federation. In 
relation to the Premier’s decision to commit the colony to war, the editor reported on 
13 July 1899, ‘the offer of troops to the Imperial Government has been accepted by 
Mr. Chamberlain who expressed a hope that the services of the Queensland 
contingent would not be needed’.100 This was misleading because the Brisbane 
Courier reported that the Admiralty had sent 1800 troops on two transports along 
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with an immense quantity of stores and a gunboat to the Portuguese port of Lourenco 
Marques on Delagoa Bay the nearest port to the Transvaal.
101
 The Queensland Times 
pointed out a logistical fact that the offer was made when there was no war and 
unless there was a war, the Queensland troops would not be needed. The newspaper 
published the following belligerent comment from a member of the Defence Force: 
‘[a] good few of us would like to see the overbearing Boers get a good drubbing and 
that the Queenslanders should take a hand in the desired operation. Be that as it may 
the Government will have to stand by for the course of events in the Transvaal’.102 
This comment closed with an aggressive statement, in fact, a prayer, which 
supported Gunter’s request to Dickson to send a contingent of men to the Transvaal: 
‘[t]he members of the Mounted Infantry most fervently pray that they may have a go 
at the Boers’.103  
 
The Toowoomba Chronicle and Darling Downs Advertiser, owned and edited 
by William Henry Groom MLA, discussed the Federation issues that faced all the 
electors and the politicians during the Parliamentary recess. Groom, opposed to the 
Commonwealth Bill, used his newspaper to educate the public with extensive 
reasoned coverage on why people should vote ‘no’. He added a ‘how to vote’ card. 
Groom’s editorial stated that although the pro-Federation supporters had infused new 
life and vigour to the argument, the Bill was doomed in Queensland. A small entry 
without comment followed this large article: ‘in answer to the telegram sent by His 
Excellency, the Governor, Lord Lamington to the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
conveyed the offer of 250 Queensland troops for service against the Transvaal’.104  
 
On 13 July 1899, the Maryborough Chronicle, owned and operated by 
Scotsman Andrew Dunn and sons,
105
 printed the known facts: ‘[m]embers of the 
Queensland Defence Force have approached the government to equip and despatch a 
force to South Africa in the event of hostilities with the Transvaal. No action has yet 
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been taken by the Government’.106 However, Premier Dickson had taken action on 
behalf of the government in the Parliamentary recess. Most politicians were in their 
electorates focussing on the Federation Referendum, due on 2 September. Dickson 
had failed to recall Parliament to discuss a matter as serious as committing the 
colony to an undeclared overseas war. Instead, he had advised the office of the 
Governor, Lord Lamington, to cable Commandant Gunter’s letter to the Secretary of 
State for Colonies, Joseph Chamberlain. The cable left Brisbane on 10 July 1899 and 
the mythmaking began on 15 July when The Queenslander published this statement: 
‘[t]he Queensland Government have decided to offer a contingent of 250 officers, 
non-commissioned officers, and men of the Mounted Infantry and the machine-gun 
section for service in South Africa in the event of hostilities with the Transvaal’.107 
 
A major change in news presentation and accuracy of details had occurred by 
15 July 1899. Three days previously, the announcement was factual.
108
 By 15 July, 
the conservative newspapers had begun the process of altering information to meet a 
particular agenda. They changed the news focus from the Defence Force that had 
initiated the request and placed the responsibility onto the Queensland Government, 
claiming that it had made the offer of troops. Clearly this was incorrect, because the 
government had gone into recess on 23 June, with most of the politicians out in their 
electorates talking to the citizens about the forthcoming Federation Referendum. The 
legislators were not due to meet again until mid-September, after the Federation 
Referendum. The correct procedure for the Military Commandant to have followed 
was to present his request to the Premier when the government was sitting so that the 
matter could be debated in the House.  
 
The Queenslander reported on the Federation issue on 15 July, ‘the time when 
Queensland will have to give a final answer to the most important question ever 
submitted to her can now be measured in weeks. Queensland was brought face to 
face with the fact that, whether she were disposed to joining in the movement or not, 
her neighbours were determined to federate. The question for Queensland now is 
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whether she could afford to stand out’.109 The editorial was pro-Federation and 
explained the benefits to Queenslanders of voting in favour of this major 
constitutional change. 
 
The supportive unquestioning relationship between the editor of the leading 
conservative newspapers and the Queensland Defence Force raises questions about 
the role of the military and the media in a democracy. In 1899, the status of the self-
governing colony of Queensland was that of a legally constituted democratically 
elected Parliament within the British Empire. The civil institution was senior to the 
military. In referring to the seminal writing of Professor S. E. Finer on civil-military 
relations, Ulf Sundhaussen claims in The Military: A Threat to Democracy? that 
‘[t]he military, by its very nature, is a potential threat to democracy but in well-
established democracies civilian supremacy has been maintained generally, though 
there are dangers of excessive military influence’.110 Sundhaussen states: 
What has made Finer’s book, The Man on Horseback, the seminal study it has 
become, is his obsession that it is not only a disposition within the military to 
intervene in politics, but also the conditions in the society in which it operates. 
These two factors are required for an intervention to succeed. There are 
dangers of excessive military influence only if civil regimes provide the space 
for soldiers to assert themselves.
 111
  
 
The action by the head of the Queensland Defence Force, Commandant Howel 
Gunter, fits Sundhaussen’s description of an intervention as the collective action by 
soldiers, either significantly to influence policies or to endanger the existing political 
order.
112
 The facts of history show that the unfranchised leaders of the Queensland 
Defence Force influenced the course of Queensland politics and action in July 1899. 
 
The politicians and the media saw apparent benefits in placing the 
responsibility with the government for committing the colony to an undeclared war, 
despite the Legislative Assembly having not met to discuss the Commandant’s 
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request. The leaders in the colony and the editor of the conservative press had 
collectively reached the ‘Justification’ stage for sending colonial volunteers to an 
undeclared war. This was the propaganda process working on the people in colonial 
Queensland. Nick Economou and Stephen Tanner state, ‘[t]he point where the 
governing institutions (and the people who staff them) interact with journalists who 
have been assigned to the “politics” or “government” round constitutes a crucial 
arena within which important political relationships exist’.113  
 
On 15 July 1899, The Queenslander gave its readers the latest information on 
the offer of troops and stated that Lord Lamington had received a reply from the 
Secretary of State for Colonies to the cablegram conveying the offer by the 
Queensland Government of a Mounted Infantry contingent for service in the 
Transvaal. The reply stated, ‘Her Majesty’s Government highly appreciate the loyal 
and patriotic offer of the Queensland Government. They hope the occasion will not 
arise, but if it should they will gladly avail themselves of the offer. Signed, 
Chamberlain’.114  
 
This statement was an image maker, intended to create unity with the colonial 
populace far across the world from the motherland. The newspaper’s name, The 
Queenslander, as well as its advertisements and articles, indicated its target 
circulation. The contents attracted the attention of a diverse population in the city, in 
rural towns along the coast as well as inland, and in isolated areas. The conservative 
newspapers assisted the conservative politicians to maintain power, although more 
Labour men had been elected to the Legislative Assembly in the 1893 election 
following the shearers’ strike in 1891. 
 
On 15 July, Francis Kenna, editor of The Worker, wrote a leading article to 
encourage public discussion; ‘[t]he Jingo is beginning to assert himself strongly in 
Australia. The military spirit that is fired by Imperialism and fostered in every 
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Australian province by large disbursements of public funds is manifesting itself in a 
desire for carnage anywhere and at any price’.115 The Worker’s humanitarian 
perspective denounced the rush to military involvement and deplored the lack of 
consideration for the justice or otherwise of making war. Kenna did not spare the pen 
against the ‘military maniacs’ who were hurtling into war, to slay and kill, on the 
pretext of empty heroics to support the Boodlers. At approximately the same time, 
The Morning Bulletin in Rockhampton carried columns of information for and 
against the Commonwealth Constitution Bill, which indicates how critically they 
viewed the issue in Central Queensland. There was no announcement of the offer of 
troops, but on 20 July the editorial showed how news from overseas informed as 
well as misinformed that rural colonial readership:  
From the information in the recent files of the home newspapers we have a 
clearer view of the situation in the Transvaal than was obtainable from the 
cablegrams that reached us in June last. It brings out distinctly the fact that 
President Kruger is intent upon securing for the Boers relief from the 
sovereignty of Great Britain.
116
 
 
Ottosen’s second stage, ‘Justification’, to soften the public understanding in 
the lead-up to war, is evident in The Queenslander on 22 July:  
The Queensland offer of troops for the Transvaal is really made because men 
here desire to show their readiness to make the Empire’s quarrel their own. 
Viewed from England, Ireland, Scotland or Wales, this is a remote country, but 
the drum beat of Britain throbs to our shores, and we make no apology for 
saying in time of war, ‘When Britain’s sword is drawn, our sword is drawn. 
That is what makes the strength of the British Empire’.117 
 
Francis Kenna was not alone among Queenslanders in opposing the war. On 
Saturday 29 July 1899, almost two columns of editorial that critiqued the Uitlanders’ 
grievances appeared in the Gympie Truth and Mining Record, a paper established by 
Andrew Fisher, MLA. The editorial used quotes from Reynolds’s Newspaper, the 
Maitland News (South Africa), the Natal Torch — organ of the Progressive League 
in Natal — and the London Truth, which had a large Afrikaner stock exchange list. 
In South Africa, the yell for war came exclusively from organs in charge of 
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Rhodesian puppets, Kenna recognised. As the Gympie Truth and Mining Record 
stated:  
It is well to reiterate and insist upon the truth about the Transvaal. The 
question has become of great consequence to us. If bloodshed should ensue as 
the result of present strained relations between the South African Republic and 
Great Britain, we of Queensland are pledged to participate in it. We are 
pledged to shed our own life’s blood if needs be and to do our level worst to 
shed the life’s blood of the Boers.118 
 
Nor was every editor in Britain in favour of this war. C.P. Scott of the 
Manchester Guardian sought to use leading articles and news reports to encourage a 
culture of public discussion. Hampton claimed that Scott focussed on promoting 
politics by public discussion, which he saw as central to England’s national identity. 
W. T. Stead, an influential British editor, argued strongly in his publications against 
war in South Africa. Sales of Stead’s mainstream publication, Review of Reviews, 
dropped dramatically because of his pro-Boer activities. Stead wrote many 
pamphlets that he sold and distributed through the Stop the War Committee and the 
Review of Reviews office in Britain. He offered bulk discounts for mass distribution. 
Advertising and newspapers share a common goal: both aim to influence the public. 
Stead used his newspaper to promote his pro-Boer views.
 119
 
 
 The Brisbane Courier anticipated and accommodated these upwardly mobile 
conservative readers’ pro-war views. It used advertising to appeal to their affluent 
and aspirational readers in Queensland to attain profits. Paula M. Krebs reveals the 
importance of the newspaper industry to Alfred Milner in creating a pro-war 
mentality in the Empire by waging a journalistic war against the Boers. She writes: 
‘Milner wrote dismissively to an English journalist in South Africa, a former Stead 
protégé, Edmund Garrett; it is a serious matter that Stead has taken the line he has. 
Of course, he is not the power he once was — but he still touches a large public’.120  
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Mitchell Stephens states; ‘two truths have governed the economics of the 
newspaper business: One is that well-to-do-readers are more attractive to advertisers; 
the second is that poorer readers, because they were more numerous, build higher 
circulations’.121 The Brisbane Courier’s advertisements appealed firstly to the 
moneyed colonials, the natural support base for the conservative politics of the 
Ministerialists, and secondly to the less affluent readers, who, by association, aspired 
to the values of the wealthier class. C. Brunsdon Fletcher, the editor at the Brisbane 
Newspapers Company, publisher of the Brisbane Courier and The Queenslander, 
knew the social aspirations of the readers of these papers. Fletcher had lived and 
worked in Brisbane since the 1880s and attended the Albert Street Methodist 
Church. He also knew the conservative politicians. His father-in-law, (Sir) Arthur 
Rutledge, was the Attorney General, a key member of the Dickson Cabinet.
122
  
 
The strategic importance of the conservative newspapers, with their agenda-
setting articles about the Queensland Mounted Infantry’s offer to support Britain’s 
war, was intended to gather public support for their offer to fight in a war that was 
expected to erupt in the Transvaal. Denis Cryle states; ‘[w]hile the newspaper 
editorial ensured a regular social and political commentary, it was the insertion of 
provocative contributions on specific issues which gave the colonial press its cutting 
edge’.123  
 
The newspapers were businesses that accessed the levers of machinery in 
society. As Mitchell Stephens comments:  
In transforming news into a mass-produced product, the printing press remade 
news mongering more than just a specialized function — it established it as a 
business. Competition grew more intense. The result was a particularly spirited 
form of news that catered to the most obvious and reliable human interests.
124
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The public have long lusted after the entertainment value of human exploits, 
particularly those on the battlefield that provide vicarious excitement, fear and power 
to the reader safely away from rifle shots and machine guns. In 1899, the bulk of the 
news in colonial papers was parochial, with the major exception of the lengthy and 
intense debates on Federation. In an agricultural economy, there were serious 
concerns, such as the spread of cattle tick and the prickly pear plant. Cabled news 
from overseas brought ongoing details of the tragic Dreyfus case in France involving 
the wrongful imprisonment of a French officer for treason as well as outbreaks of 
war in various worldwide locations that did not involve the British Empire. 
However, that changed when the war on the veldt erupted in October 1899. 
Newspapers had a new and ongoing subject with which to tempt their readers. News 
about the war on the veldt carried maps of battlefields, photographs of uniformed 
men and their names and pictures of heroes and defeated enemies. The ongoing saga 
sold newspapers. The alliance of the conservative politicians and the conservative 
press helped create that feeling of allegiance as members of the British Empire. The 
image of unity and shared purpose made it unpatriotic for citizens to object to 
Dickson’s action to commit the colony to war on the veldt. Mitchell Stephens 
explains, 
Deference and fear help establish a government’s authority, but subtler forces 
maintain it. The members of a large society — autocratic or democratic — 
cannot be expected to shake and swoon constantly. To prevent authority from 
lapsing between shows of force, coronations or elections, societies rely on an 
image impressed into the heads of their members, an image of unity and shared 
purpose. Authority rests, in other words, on a feeling of allegiance.
125
  
 
Loyalty to the Empire was essential to colonial trade. Humphrey McQueen 
comments on the attitude of dependency on Britain and claims, ‘Australasian-British 
relations maintained an uneasy appearance, but the substance can be observed by 
examining Australian response at crucial moments of stress: the Sudan campaign; 
the Boer War; the Boxer Rebellion; Federation; and the First World War’. He quotes 
William Bede Dalley, the Acting Premier of New South Wales; ‘[a]s members of the 
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Empire we are defending ourselves’.126 McQueen then cites B.R. Penny, who stated 
that ‘the fate of Australasia might be settled in the Sudan, in Egypt, in Afghanistan, 
in Cape Colony, or in the English Channel. Let England be defeated and humiliated, 
no matter where, and the colonies would suffer’.127 War and trade were clearly 
intertwined in British Empire politics. 
 
In 1897, Captain Harry Chauvel of the Queensland Defence Force took a 
selected troop of 18 Queenslanders to the Jubilee. He reported that the Australians 
had received ‘a cataract of compliments’.128 If the military officers believed, as the 
press declared, that the Boers could be knocked out in a war that would be over by 
Christmas, then time was critical if they were to arrive on the veldt. C.P. Scott, editor 
of The Manchester Guardian, wrote that the ‘policy of delusion’ had presumed on a 
relatively easy, short war.
129
 
 
With the military’s emphasis on efficiency, the senior officers knew that they 
and the government departments had ‘a window of opportunity’, including the 
month’s sailing time, to enlist, train, organise, equip and ship a contingent of 250 
men, horses and victuals to reach Cape Town, disembark and then organise men and 
horses on a long train trip north into the Transvaal. Parliament would not resume 
until after the Federation Referendum on 2 September. In a tactical move, the 
military Commandant chose to act during the Parliamentary recess to ensure that his 
officers and men participated in the theatre of war. Military historian, Gwynne Dyer, 
author of, War, the Lethal Custom, writes:  
Professional military men always want to prepare for war, for ‘nothing is safe’. 
Soldiers are not, on the whole, warmongers, but the ‘military mind’ the 
professional military perspective on human affairs — nevertheless exercises an 
enormous influence on how the business of mankind is conducted. 
Professional military officers understand in their bones the role of power, 
compulsion and brute force in human affairs. The perspective is not merely 
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self-serving; it is grounded in the military officers’ recognition of the 
unpleasant realities of their profession.
130
 
 
S.E. Finer claims that the military regard themselves as professionals who look 
upon their task as self-sufficient and full time, so it ought logically to inhibit the 
army from wishing to intervene in politics. Finer explains in The Soldier and the 
State that professionalism is the decisive factor that keeps the soldier out of politics. 
Finer writes; ‘in the first place, the military’s consciousness of themselves as a 
profession may lead them to see themselves as the servants of the state rather than of 
the government in power’.131  The members of the Queensland Defence Force; the 
England-trained Commandant, Howel Gunter, in particular, as well as Major Harry 
Chauvel, who had recently returned from military training in the UK, regarded 
themselves as professional servants of the state, in this case the Empire. Finer writes; 
‘the purported care for the national interest as defined by the military is indeed one 
of their main reasons for intervening and flows from professionalism’.132 These 
professional military men intervened in Queensland colonial politics and met with a 
compliant Premier who ignored the role of the government. ‘Implementation’, 
described by Ottosen as the third stage of the military campaign to ‘soften up’ public 
opinion, had been reached.  
 
War could have been averted by diplomacy. To resolve this diplomatic crisis, 
M.T. Steyn, a lawyer and President of the Orange Free State, organised a conference 
at Bloemfontein between Sir Alfred Milner, Britain’s High Commissioner in South 
Africa, and President Kruger of the Transvaal, in May 1899. The goal, according to 
the newspapers, was to discuss the residency and franchise issues demanded by the 
Uitlanders. The nationalist Bulletin explained logically:  
The Boer law of naturalisation is not so remarkable after all. Any alien may be 
naturalised and get a vote for the Lower House after two years’ residence and 
payment of £2. He may get a vote for the Upper House 12 years later. In Great 
Britain the alien gets a vote for the Lower House after five years residence and 
the payment of £5. Even 400 years residence would not get him a vote in the 
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Upper House. The alleged wrong the Boer does to the foreigner does not even 
begin to compare with the wrong done by the Westralian to his own 
countrymen on the goldfields.
133
  
 
The Bulletin writer appealed to reader logic and ethics with this example: ‘if 
Britain with a population of 40,000,000 was rushed by 60,000,000 Germans who 
demanded that the law be changed to give them franchise rights, Britain would die in 
the last ditch before it gave way to being annexed and governed by Kaiser Bill’.134  
 
Thousands of words have been written about the Anglo‒Boer War (1899‒
1902), fought between the British and the Boers in the Transvaal and the Orange 
Free State in South Africa. However, very little has been written to explain the 
militarism, the politics and the press manoeuvres that led to colonial Queensland 
being involved in this war. This chapter has explored the powerful quartet, the 
Governor, the military, the conservative politicians and the influential interconnected 
local and international media influences to show how colonial Queensland was 
gulled into committing volunteers to fight in an overseas war for the sake of a 
powerful clique of conservative politicians and conservative newspaper editors who 
were, in turn, influenced by mining entrepreneurs and financiers.
135
 Premier Dickson 
fits Blainey’s view in When Merchants were Princes: ‘the typical premier of a 
colony was likely to be a self-made, self-employed man of moderate wealth and — 
to critical English eyes — of scant polish. He was likely to be a merchant, general 
businessman, land-owner or lawyer’.136 As Premier of Queensland in the late 19th  
century, James Dickson, the wealthy Brisbane former auctioneer, enjoyed a time 
when he was a powerful merchant prince. 
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Chapter 2: Uproar in the House 
‘Militarism was one of Arthur Griffith’s aversions’, wrote Bede Nairn in the 
Australian Dictionary of Biography entry on Griffith, the Patent Attorney who 
subsequently represented the mining seat of Waratah in the New South Wales 
Legislative Assembly.
1
 Irish-born Arthur Hill Griffith opposed British imperialist 
policy against the Boers in South Africa from the first shot in the war. He stated: 
It has been to me a source of painful interest to watch the methods by which a 
public opinion in favour of the war was manufactured in this country. First, the 
papers reprinted from the Rhodes press long accounts of the blood-curling 
atrocities alleged to have been committed by the Boers upon the Outlanders; 
then they filled their columns with letters commenting thereon and demanding 
that we protect our poor oppressed countrymen in the Transvaal. Next the State 
Governments were gently sounded and given to understand that offers of 
colonial troops would be acceptable to Mr. Chamberlain and that there would 
probably be titles hanging to them. Then Mr. Chamberlain was astonished at 
the spontaneous offers from the colonies.
2
 
 
The reportage in conservative newspapers in colonial Queensland had moved 
from Ottosen’s second or ‘Justification’ stage, in which the big news urges the case 
for armed intervention to restore normalcy in the besieged county, to the third stage: 
‘Implementation’ for war. In the Parliamentary recess, the period when the 
politicians and public focussed on the forthcoming Federation Referendum, the 
senior members of the Queensland Defence Force recruited numbers and prepared 
for their first overseas war. The newspaper reports covered the third stage, which 
meant the policing and censorship of news. The printing presses of the conservative 
and Labour newspapers in Brisbane were at war. The guardians of conservative pro-
war, pro-Imperial values sought to control and manipulate the information received 
by the public; however, The Worker editor and journalists acted as the guardians of 
public rights and revealed corruption and conspiracy between senior members of the 
Queensland Defence Force and the Premier. The typewriters and the printing presses 
were engaged in a war of words that substantiates Hiram B. Johnson’s statement: 
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‘the first casualty when war comes is truth’.3 J.A. Hobson wrote, ‘[t]he principal 
organs of public opinion at all the political pivots in South Africa are thus owned by 
the little group of men who also own or control the diamond mines at Kimberley, the 
goldfields of the Rand, and the government and resources of Rhodesia’. They cabled 
misinformation to English newspapers and from there it was cabled to colonial 
newspapers. C.M.H. Clark claimed that ‘the Jingo papers in the British Isles and 
Australia were calling on the British troops in South Africa to exterminate the Boers. 
If it was not possible to catch them alive, men, women and children should be 
butchered’.4 
 
The opponents of war endorsed the aspirations of the Peace Conference held in 
The Hague between May and July 1899 to encourage national leaders to consult and 
conciliate rather than spend money on armaments to destroy people.
5
 The 
challengers came from all sides of the House: Ministerialists, Independents and 
Labor. The loyalty of these men to the British Empire was not in doubt, but they 
declared they were morally and ethically opposed to war and to this war in 
particular. These men were Empire loyalists who felt a moral obligation to express 
their opposition to war. The Worker supported them, but the Brisbane Courier and 
The Queenslander discredited their views. 
 
The Rhodes newspapers in South Africa demonised the Boers. These 
newspapers then cabled this information to English and colonial newspapers, 
including The Queenslander and the Brisbane Courier.
6
 An anti-war perspective, 
reflected in The Worker came from the British newspapers, the Daily Mail and 
Reynold’s newspapers, then in May 1899, the British philanthropist, George Cadbury 
of the Quaker Cadbury family, who were opposed to militarism, purchased the Daily 
Mail.
7
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Gavin Souter describes the opposition to the war as rationally strong, but 
numerically weak. He states that speakers such as Holman, Hughes and Arthur 
Griffith managed to preserve a posture of Imperial loyalty while roundly 
condemning the South African war; but this was too subtle an exercise for most of 
the Honourable Members.
8
 However, Souter does not mention Anderson Dawson’s 
well-informed attack in the Queensland Legislative Assembly in September/October 
1899 on the Premier’s contempt for Westminster conventions of government in July, 
when he committed the colony to an undeclared war without Parliament’s consent. 
Anderson Dawson, Leader of the Opposition Labour Party in the Queensland 
Legislative Assembly, deserves credit for leading the anti-war debate in the colony 
between September and November 1899. There were more people in New South 
Wales and Victoria than in Queensland who publicly opposed this war, which makes 
Dawson’s voice all the more courageous. In colonial Queensland, the voices of 
opposition to this war did not come from academics, feminists or Protestant clergy. 
The voices came from men such as Anderson Dawson, with no more than primary 
schooling, wide reading, a sense of justice and the courage to challenge the illegality 
of Dickson’s offer of troops publicly. Anderson Dawson and his fellow Labour 
members read anti-war newspapers in the workers’ library at Trades Hall, where 
they had access to Reynolds Newspaper and Sir Henry Labouchere’s Truth, which 
opposed jingoism and privilege.
9
  
 
The public voice of opposition was the newly appointed editor of The Worker, 
Francis Kenna, a contemporary of Anderson Dawson, who was also born in 
Queensland to immigrant parents. Both Kenna and Dawson attended Queensland 
country schools. Kenna wrote contributions for The Bulletin and the Boomerang 
prior to launching his editorial career at The Worker in June 1899 with informed 
articles. The Worker’s full-page cartoons criticised and lampooned Dickson and 
Ricardo.
10
 The masthead of The Worker stated that it was the Official Journal of the 
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Federated Workers of Queensland. The artwork provided an education for readers of 
the cultural traditions from which they came, along with a ‘mission statement’ about 
the society they were building. The design included the figure of the Goddess of 
Truth, who held aloft a Grecian torch in one hand and a clock in her other hand, 
while a shield showing the rising sun and Eureka Southern Cross
11
 carried the words 
‘Truth and Time, against the world’s wrongs’.12 
 
Anderson Dawson had entered the Legislative Assembly in 1893 as the junior 
member for Charters Towers with John Henry Dunsford at a time when the franchise 
in Queensland was based on male property ownership. Dawson’s father, Anderson 
Dawson, had died on 30 September that year, so his son adopted that name and 
became known as Anderson or Andy. He had worked in Charters Towers at various 
occupations since his early teens, and by the age of 19 become head amalgamator of 
one of the principal gold batteries.
13
 In December 1887, he married Caroline Quinn. 
The couple raised their four young children at Charters Towers until they moved to 
Melbourne in 1901, when Dawson was elected to the Senate.
14
 Dawson’s popularity 
in his electorate was evident during the Federation debate in Parliament on 2 June 
1899, when Thomas B. Cribb, MLA for Ipswich, told his fellow legislators, ‘the 
Leader of the Opposition had the proud distinction of having been returned by the 
largest number of votes in any electorate in the Colony’.15 This statistic confirms the 
growing strength of socialism and property ownership among the franchised male 
voters in Charters Towers, a gold-mining town established in 1872, 82 miles inland 
from Townsville on the coast. People flocked there to get rich. That field was a 
magnet for diggers and overseas mining speculators. Charters Towers contributed 
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40,702 ounces of gold for the month of August 1899 — five times the amount of 
Gympie’s 8,705 ounces and three times more than the 12,352 ounces from Mt. 
Morgan.
16
 The appallingly unsafe work conditions led Dawson to agitate through the 
mining union. He wrote articles for the Northern Miner and in 1893 became the first 
editor of The Charters Towers Eagle. Dawson spoke for the many itinerant male 
workers in Queensland who did not own property and were not entitled to vote. He 
objected to the disenfranchisement of contract workingmen such as cane cutters and 
shearers and spoke on their behalf in the House. In May 1899, Dawson replaced 
Thomas Glassey as leader of the Queensland Parliamentary Labour Party in the 
Legislative Assembly.
17
  
 
When Parliament went into recess on 23 June 1899, the politicians visited their 
electorates to gain votes for or against Federation in the coming referendum to be 
held in the colony on 2 September. The Parliamentary recess was a critical 10-week 
period for politicians and newspaper editors to inform the electors about Federation. 
Dickson stated that he intended to stake his government on carrying Federation 
through.
18
 The issue was a bonanza for the newspapers — both the Federationists 
and leading Anti-Billites, such as W.H. Groom, a Ministerialist member of the 
Legislative Assembly. He published editorials against Federation in his newspaper, 
the Toowoomba Chronicle. Dawson declared in the Legislative Assembly, ‘[t]here 
was a federal Press and an anti-federal Press, and there were agitators on both 
sides’.19  
 
The House would resume on 12 September, knowing then if the colony was in 
or out of the proposed Commonwealth of Australia.
20
 Premier Dickson launched his 
federal speech at Kilkivan Junction in mid-July, where he declared the policy he 
intended to pursue in relation to the Commonwealth Bill. On the platform were 
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Andrew J. Thynne and the two Labour members for Gympie, Andrew Fisher and 
George Ryland.
 21
  
 
During the months of July, August and September, the politicians and 
newspaper editors focussed on Federation. The most influential people in the land, 
including the leader of the Parliamentary Labour Party, Anderson Dawson, attended 
the big Federation League Function in the Exhibition Hall in Brisbane on 7 August, 
to hear George Reid and Edmund Barton.
22
 A huge crowd attended the final meeting 
at Centennial Hall and some troublemakers threw rotten eggs in the direction of 
Dickson and Barton.
23
 
 
In August 1899, two singularly distinctive events happened in colonial 
political life. The first was the legal, public promotion of the Federation 
Referendum. Attacks in the Legislative Council indicated that Premier Dickson, the 
former auctioneer, fought for the issue on bribes and intimidation. The Worker 
reported, ‘[t]he Continuous Ministry is a reproach to the political life of the colony. 
Here are five or six gentlemen, not one of whom is conspicuous in administrative 
ability or political genius, who hold on to office year in year out, simply because 
they have the effrontery to proclaim that no other government is possible’.24 Dawson 
told the House that a loyal Ministerialist who had complained bitterly about 
Dickson’s actions declared, ‘[a]fter all my fighting, after all my loyalty, after all the 
ability and energy I have put into the work in my constituency to keep it safe for the 
government, the Premier has gone into another constituency and promised a railway 
against mine. That’s the gratitude I receive’.25  
 
The second event was the sabotage of the democratic process of government 
by the Commandant and senior officers of the Queensland Defence Force, and in 
particular, Major General Percy Ricardo. They went on a spending spree with 
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government money without approval from any government minister. The Worker 
revealed this misappropriation. That the Premier, and only the Premier, had approved 
the Commandant’s request to send a contingent of troops if war broke out in South 
Africa was all that the senior military officers needed to prepare for their first 
overseas war. This illegal action by the military leaders endorses S.E. Finer’s claim 
that ‘they seek to exercise a right to govern; or as the expression goes, to legitimize 
themselves. When the military breaches the existing political order, it will be forced 
to claim a moral authority for its actions’.26 
 
On 2 September 1899, 69,484 Queensland males who met the property 
qualifications for franchise voted across the colony’s 61 electorates.27 Fitzgerald 
states that the military were ineligible to vote, as were the police, along with the 
insane, men on government welfare and itinerant and seasonal workers.
28
 The count 
in Brisbane and districts was largely against Federation, and it was only the North 
Queensland voters seeking separation from Southern Queensland who delivered 
Queensland into Federation with an overall majority of 5,612 votes. Although 
Dickson’s own electorate opposed Federation, the Premier addressed the huge crowd 
that had gathered outside the Courier office in the city to hear the results. They 
cheered wildly when he said, ‘I am extremely proud of the opportunity to thank 
people for their intelligent conduct and appreciation of the referendum. Voters have 
risen above the prejudices and misrepresentations of the Press which had obscured 
the provisions of the Commonwealth Bill of Australia’.29 The official summary of 
votes across Queensland read as follows: Metropolitan Yes 5,440, No 9,531; 
Southern Yes 13,211, No 13,281; Central Yes 5,473, No 3,786; Northern Yes 
10,127, No 2,041.
30
 The Rockhampton Bulletin had been opposed to Federation, 
whereas, the Northern Miner eulogised the work done by the Brisbane Courier and 
pointed out that federalists belonged to the mining, pastoral and agricultural 
industries and produced seven eighths of the total Queensland exports.
31
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When the Governor, Lord Lamington, opened the 13th Parliament on 12 
September 1899, he read out these words that caused a volatile debate in the House, 
beginning on 11 October:  
The importance of establishing and maintaining an efficient system of defence 
has been kept in view by my advisers. The question of defence will be taken in 
hand by the Federal Parliament and our forces will amalgamate with other 
States. A very acute feeling exists about the treatment meted out to our fellow 
subjects resident in the Transvaal and it excites sympathy in the breast of every 
Australian lover of liberty. A large number of members of our defence force 
have volunteered for service in South Africa and my advisers, believing that 
our Mounted Infantry would be peculiarly fitted to render assistance in any 
crisis that may occur, have thought it desirable to offer a contingent of this 
branch in the event of an outbreak of hostilities. Her Majesty’s Government 
has replied that it will gladly accept the offer if necessity arises.
32
 
 
Premier Dickson then sought retrospective approval for his 10 July decision to 
forward Commandant Gunter’s offer of a contingent of troops and a machine gun 
section to the Secretary of State for Colonies, Joseph Chamberlain, in London. This 
was an entirely different request from the special sitting of Parliament in May‒June 
to pass the Federation Enabling Bill. However, both sittings, the only ones under 
James Dickson’s Premiership, erupted in volatile debate in the Legislative 
Assembly. In the first session, war was not contemplated, but by the second session 
in October, Queensland had been committed during the Parliamentary recess in July, 
and war was a reality. Britain had shipped 70,000 men to South Africa, and where 
Britain went, colonial Queensland would follow, regardless of the intense debate in 
the House.
33
 
 
The uproar in the House focussed on the key issue claimed by members on 
both sides that Dickson had acted unconstitutionally. The politicians challenged 
Dickson to admit his error. They also demanded that he present the correspondence 
to the House. The Premier used dexterous arguments to support his action, and 
claimed it was a crisis in which the Executive had to act. Dickson’s patriotism, pride, 
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Empire rhetoric and appeal for urgency dominated this section of the debate, but he 
did take responsibility for his actions in July:  
If we were sending our Defence Force as a Queensland Force, Parliament 
should have been summoned for the occasion, but this was merely a proposal 
to subsidize a body of volunteers, who might not be called on for active 
service, as the very acceptance of their offer indicates. Therefore, it was out of 
the power of the Government to have consulted Parliament earlier; they have 
consulted Parliament at the earliest opportunity and before a single shilling of 
expenses has been incurred, although the necessary arrangements for the 
despatch of these volunteers if the vote is passed, yet the Government have not 
committed the country to any expense beyond that of a formal character.
34
 
 
Members from both sides of the House — Ministerialists, Independents, and 
Labour — spoke as men loyal to the British Empire, but claimed to oppose war. 
They focussed on the following issues, regardless of the fact that their speeches 
could not change the situation into which Premier Dickson had launched the colony 
in support of Britain’s attack on the Boers. These speakers represented the voices of 
reason in a flawed and politically manipulated situation. Members of the Legislative 
Assembly who challenged Premier Dickson pursued legitimate criticisms of his 
actions in committing the colony to an overseas war without first consulting 
Parliament. Their criticisms appear in the Queensland Parliamentary Debates, both in 
the Legislative Assembly and in the Legislative Council. Analysis of their arguments 
shows that they followed these key issues: Premier Dickson’s illegal action; 
Westminster conventions of government being betrayed; border security fears and 
role of the Queensland Defence Force; fear of a wider war with European powers; 
money for schools and hospitals being given to the military; the Empire disgraced by 
the blight of jingoism; a crisis manufactured by mining magnates and owners of 
newspaper monopolies. 
 
Premier Dickson’s deliberate, illegal breach of constitutional law 
At 4 pm on Thursday afternoon, 12 October 1899, James Drake told the 
members of the Legislative Assembly that ‘the Premier knew perfectly well when he 
made the offer of troops that he had no authority to offer any portion of the 
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Queensland Defence Force for service outside Australia. And in doing that he did 
something illegal’.35 Drake, elected to Parliament in 1888 for the seat of Enoggera, 
had sat on the committee that drafted the 1891 amendment in the Bill that brought in 
the Defence Act, which made it perfectly clear that the members of the Defence 
Force could not be called upon to serve anywhere outside Australia.
36
 
 
‘What is the use of Parliament if it is not consulted?’ asked William Groom, 
the Ministerialist Member for Toowoomba‒Drayton.37 Premier Dickson’s breach of 
democratic rule of government had offended members in both the Legislative 
Assembly and Legislative Council. Dawson challenged the Premier on the legal 
aspect of the crisis. He asked the Premier to explain to the House why he had cabled 
Commandant Gunter’s offer of a contingent of troops to the Secretary of State for 
Colonies, Joseph Chamberlain, when he had not consulted Parliament. Dawson 
expressed his belief that ‘the trend in modern countries and what is really provided 
for in most of the late Constitutions under which democratic countries are governed 
is that the power of making a declaration about war is taken out of the hands of any 
one person and put into the hands of the Parliament’.38 
 
Border Security and the Queensland Defence Force 
Dickson’s disgruntled colleagues, led by London-born James Drake, a 
Brisbane solicitor, the member for Kelvin Grove and owner and editor of the 
newspaper Progress, took up the attack.
39
 Drake,
40
 a member of the First Moreton 
Regiment of the Queensland Defence Force, claimed that ‘the one bright spot in 
connection with the offer of troops was that they might get some military training, 
which as soldiers will be of great advantage to them’.41 James Drake, who had been 
admitted to the Queensland Bar in 1882, raised another issue in the debate. He asked 
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the House to consider if the military force maintained in Queensland by local 
taxpayers was to be exclusively for the colony’s own defence, or regarded simply as 
part of the British Army to do duty in any part of the world.
42
 Queensland, with a 
long seacoast facing the Pacific Ocean and with Germany occupying part of New 
Guinea and the French in New Caledonia, was an undefended target for any hostile 
power.  
 
Fear of wider war with Europe 
The Premier regarded his action as patriotic support for Britain when he told 
the House, ‘Europe was one huge camp of militarism which is just waiting for a 
match to be applied to set it alight. Britain has been the greatest colonising power in 
the world. She has built colonies of her own British stock, that are worthy of her best 
traditions’.43 Dickson claimed that because the European powers envied Great 
Britain, they were potential aggressors, and the colonies had to show that they were 
integral components of the great British Empire and would support the mother 
country. 
 
The Labour MLA for Clermont, British-born William Browne, saw 
Queensland’s patriotic responsibility differently. He passionately explained his 
concerns about a small war becoming a big war. These were prophetic comments, as 
the war on the veldt that ended in 1902 was a preparation for the Great War that 
began in 1914. Browne quoted the Premier’s claims about militancy in Europe and 
expressed fears held by other anti-war speakers that the colony could get into a 
larger, longer war: 
Every nation is fully armed. A great many of them have not much love for 
Britain. It may be envy, it may be jealousy, or they may want to wipe out some 
old scores. When a small war starts, it is like a fire, you never know when it is 
going to stop. At the present we are fooling around but in a few months for all 
we know it may be a big war.
44
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Browne then challenged Premier Dickson’s emphasis on the patriotic motives 
of the volunteers. He claimed that there was not a word of patriotism or loyalty in the 
correspondence: ‘It is the recommendation of a professional soldier. It is simply a 
question of giving the soldiers a bit of training’, he stated.45 He read from the 
Western Star at Roma that Lieutenant Colonel Hutchison tempted men at a recruiting 
drive, saying, ‘enlisting was the opportunity for adventure. Any member of the 
Roma corps who desired a change from the humdrum of everyday life could send in 
an application to be included in the contingent’.46 Browne argued that Hutchison’s 
military recruiting contradicted Dickson’s claim that men enlisted out of patriotism 
and a sincere desire to become proficient in the military arts.
47
 English-born W. H. 
Browne generated respect for his integrity, and when he died from asthma in April 
1901 Queensland Figaro wrote that ‘Brisbane is poorer today by one honest man’.48 
 
Dickson claimed that the men had enlisted out of patriotism and not for pay. 
‘They have a sincere desire to become proficient in the military arts. It will be a 
splendid school for them. I am sure that the country will honour them when they 
come back from service’.49 Patriotism may have been a motivating factor, as well as 
Lt. Colonel Hutchison’s images of heroism on the veldt, but the reality of regular 
pay clearly enticed young men seeking work in a drought-stricken economy.  
 
The blight of jingoism. 
In September 1899, Sydney-born Boyd Dunlop Morehead, Premier of 
Queensland from 1888 to 1890,
50
 delivered a lengthy, informed criticism of 
Governor Lord Lamington’s speech, and concluded with the following statement in 
the Legislative Council: 
I am not standing in this House alone — and I am sure I am not standing in 
Australia alone — when I say a great deal of consideration ought to be given to 
the Boers and yet we are asked to practically send a body of men at the 
expense of the State to punish those Boers who have won back the wilderness. 
It is the lust for gold and lust for diamonds. 
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Morehead declared, ‘is there no necessity for keeping defenders here? If so, let us 
disband them. It never was the wish of Parliament or the people that we should form 
a body of men here for anything but our own defence, not for a war of aggression. I 
hold that our Queensland Mounted Infantry are sworn in to defend this country’.51  
 
Moorhead’s passionate speech protested, ‘against this glorification of an 
attempt to crush out a free people who have done a great deal towards helping 
Britain in days gone by. We are asked to assist in doing what to my mind is very 
unjust, and what may be an irreparable injury’.52 
 
Arnold Wood, Challis Professor of History at the University of Sydney, was a 
loyal and patriotic Englishman who believed that the negative international publicity 
about the war undermined the prestige of the British Empire. This was a fact. The 
Great Powers of Europe, including Britain’s delegates, had met at the Peace 
Conference at The Hague between May and July 1899. The delegates were shocked 
at Britain’s devious double standard political activity to create war against the two 
Boer Republics.
53
  
 
Conservative retribution was strong when Arnold Wood spoke out in 
opposition to the war and of sending troops in support. The University Council 
sought his dismissal. Speaking out had its price: many people deemed freedom of 
speech in the form of opposing the war as unpatriotic and disloyal to the Empire. 
Legitimate discussion was demonised. J.A. Moses states, ‘Wood’s oppositional stand 
on Britain’s intervention in this conflict was taken on a question of principle from 
which he would not retreat, and for which he suffered a degree of public abuse, as 
well as censure from the Senate of the University of Sydney’.54 
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W. H. (Billy) Browne, Labour member for Clermont, addressed the House on 
the responsibility of public men to control talk that inflamed a warlike atmosphere in 
their communities: ‘I believe this warlike spirit; this jingoistic spirit is spreading. I 
believe if this war starts in the Transvaal and our troops are sent, there will be 
excitement and a warlike feeling among the people of Queensland. I believe it is the 
duty of public men to stem any unhealthy excitement of this kind’.55 This was a duty 
not felt by the editor and staff at the conservative newspapers such as the Brisbane 
Courier, who promoted support for the war. 
 
Money for schools and hospitals goes to the military 
Premier Dickson had committed the near-bankrupt colony to an overseas war 
without Parliament’s consent. The cost had not been assessed or approved. Members 
asked critical question about the cost to the colony, however Dickson’s reply did not 
ameliorate the members of the Opposition. The Premier answered:  
I do not anticipate objections, therefore, to the expenditure proposed, it is 
liberally framed, when I say that £32,000 is likely to be the maximum for the 
six months’ expedition and that is asked for, to support the equipment, 
transfer and maintenance of the men who volunteer for service. I am quite 
prepared to accept the blame of not having consulted Parliament at the time 
the offer was made, if it is deemed an expiable offence.
56
  
The word ‘expiable’ means atonement, a florid expression more suitable to church 
liturgy. 
 
Finer describes the military as ‘the most lethal and most highly organized 
corporation in the state and they must legitimise their rule’.57 During the 
Parliamentary recess in 1899, public attention was drawn to the fact that the military 
officers acted outside Parliamentary sanctions. Lieutenant Colonel Percy Ricardo 
acted on his own initiative and did not wait for the legal processes of the Legislative 
Assembly to debate and ratify or reject the Commandant’s offer, or to approve the 
cost of equipment. On 6 October, before the matter was raised in Parliament on 11 
October, Ricardo ordered fodder from Messrs. Rich and Co. in Brisbane and then 
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billed the government.
58
 These military officers pillaged the public purse of a near-
bankrupt colony desperately in need of funds for schools and hospitals with 
underpaid teachers and nurses.  
 
In a cash-strapped economy, the preparations for an overseas war provided 
opportunities for firms to profit from government money. Another group of 
racketeers was the saddle-makers. The soldiers soon learned that the saddles had 
been inadequately stuffed, and after being ridden for several hours, the stuffing 
compressed and the rim of the saddle cut into the horse. The equipment purchased by 
the government was a hazard to man and beast; so too were the rifles. William 
Hamilton, Labour MLA for Gregory, declared during the debate in the House, that 
‘they failed to shoot straight. The rifles have a lateral deviation sufficient to miss the 
target every time’.59 
 
The Worker reported that Commandant Gunter and Lieutenant Colonel Percy 
Ricardo knew that the sum of £32,000 was available for expenditure on military 
equipment. The Worker editorials claimed, as did the debaters in the House, that 
these senior military officers spent that money before receiving Parliamentary 
approval. ‘Military intervention is, clearly, a product of two sets of forces — the 
capacity and propensity of the military to intervene and conditions in the society in 
which it operates’, wrote S.E. Finer. Premier Dickson had created the conditions for 
these officers to act precipitously with government funds. Charles McDonald, 
Labour member for Flinders, told the House that it was rumoured that Ricardo had 
power to draw orders of up to £5,000.
60
 This misappropriation of government money 
led W.H. (Billy) Browne ‘to advise the Government to go out of office and let the 
Major-General and one or two of his officers take the front Treasury benches’.61 
Thorpe claimed that in September 1899, when Dickson visited Croydon, some 
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people protested to him about the unnecessary and extravagant nature of the 
expedition to support Britain’s war on the veldt.62  
 
Dawson used powerful statistical evidence when he stated that this was not a 
fair fight and he could not understand why any man would volunteer on the side of 
36,000,000 people to fight about 70,000. When speaking to the Address in Reply to 
the Governor’s speech, Dawson declared: 
I absolutely repudiate the suggestion, on behalf of the people of Queensland, 
that 250 mounted troops should go to war with the Transvaal — if war 
eventuates. The people of Queensland have been pretty hard put to it in the 
past to raise sufficient revenue to carry on the expenses of government, and 
among other things to pay for the Defence Force.
63
 
Dickson had committed the colony to an indefinite and practically unlimited 
expenditure.
64
  When the formation of a Transvaal Contingent was debated in 
October, Dawson said, ‘The Premier has given an estimate of the probable cost of 
this contingent, which is roughly put down at £30,000. He may be right, he may not 
be. My impression is that it will be very difficult for even the wisest men to say what 
it will cost the taxpayers of Queensland once this war is over’.65  
 
Dawson, along with other members of the House, wanted money spent at 
home, not on militarising for an overseas war. Government spending on every level 
of education was inadequate. Attempts during the 1890s to bring a Bill to establish a 
university in Queensland were unsuccessful because Ministerialist leaders — men 
who became successful in business with basic primary schooling — opposed it. 
Philp declared in the House that ‘he had been opposed to the establishment of a 
university in Queensland’.66 Other members wanted the government to provide a fair 
and equal distribution of money for primary schools. During the June sitting of the 
House, Dawson and other members, particularly those representing country 
electorates, raised a lengthy debate about the cost of erecting schools. He said that ‘it 
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was not a fair thing to see people in the scattered outlying and poorer districts having 
to find the funds to build schools’.67 Dawson claimed in the House: 
Our hospitals are starved; our libraries are being starved; and nearly all of our 
public institutions are being starved at the present time and the reason given by 
members of the Government is that we cannot afford to do any more, and yet 
they can afford to spend buckets of money in sending a mob of swashbucklers 
to South Africa to show off their uniforms.
68
 
 
Impoverished schools, ill-equipped hospitals, poorly funded libraries and no 
university failed to impress Dawson’s enemies, who demonised him for that one 
word, ‘swashbucklers’,69 which they interpreted using its Shakespearian meaning, of 
‘bully or swaggering soldier’. Dawson’s critics with the ‘military mindset’ ignored 
the statistical logic of his point of view that they were prepared to join with the 
powerful British Army to fight two Republics with small populations and without 
standing armies. Dawson’s critics ignored the irony that they were ‘swashing’, a 
term that could be applied to Percy Ricardo, the man who was to lead the First 
Contingent of Queensland Mounted Infantry to an overseas war.  
 
William Browne, MLA for Clermont, was blunt about the cost: ‘We are told 
that the money is a mere bagatelle, but when any attempt is made to better conditions 
of the unfortunate people who have no better prospect than Dunwich, the Treasury 
Department asks, “Where will the money come from?”’70 Dickson defended his 
precipitous action with high-blown rhetoric:  
It is with feelings of great satisfaction, indeed, of supreme pleasure, that I rise 
to move the resolution standing in my name, concerning the offer made by the 
soldiers of Queensland who volunteered for service in the Transvaal. They go 
to learn the arts and sciences of war.
71
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Dickson may have responded to Joseph Chamberlain’s offer of an Imperial 
reward. He may have decided that at his age and with his long-term diabetic health 
problem that he had very little time left to receive a coveted Imperial award. William 
Browne said: ‘I may say the KCMG’s and stars and garters can be got by other ways 
than bashing Boers. Anyone willing to spill the blood of his fellow colonists in battle 
often stands a bigger chance of honours than the men who go to battle’.72 
 
Powerful mining magnates and newspaper owners manufacture crisis 
In 1890, the British Government had granted a charter to the company headed 
by Cecil Rhodes that gave him almost unlimited rights and power of government in 
the huge area north of the Transvaal and west of Mozambique.
73
 Along with his 
considerable mining wealth, Rhodes owned and controlled newspapers with links to 
the press in Great Britain, and through these networks he controlled the media. 
 
William Groom, owner and editor of the Toowoomba Chronicle, the 
Ministerialist member for Drayton-Toowoomba, believed that the Premier had acted 
unconstitutionally. English-born Groom had arrived in Australia in 1846 as a convict 
aged 13. He worked to build a political career and a successful newspaper 
company.
74
 He told the House that ‘the Premier had committed the Colony to an 
expenditure of £32,000 for the purpose of entering into a quarrel with a people in 
whom we have not the slightest interest whatsoever’.75 When Groom acknowledged 
the extensive network of correspondents in South Africa used by the London Times, 
he also explained Britain’s reason for attacking the Transvaal: 
I refer to the deliberate writings of the able men of The Times and any reader 
can find out the general conditions of the Uitlanders in the Transvaal. A writer 
in The Times states that in the Transvaal mines there is stone calculated to 
produce, 70,000,000 ounces. The Transvaal took out 5,000,000 ounces this 
year before the troubles started. When President Kruger informed the 
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Americans that the British want to fight to get possession of the goldfields of 
his country, he was entitled to his opinion.
76
 
 
Groom, explaining the problems of cablegrams, revealed factors that showed 
how news was distorted, making it unreliable evidence to quote in an argument, 
especially in the Legislative Assembly: 
I have had cablegrams delivered to me in such a mutilated condition that it 
would be utterly impossible to make anything intelligible out of them. 
Sometimes the newspaperman in charge of that department of the paper has to 
exercise a considerable amount of ingenuity and skill and must have an 
intimate knowledge of the country from which the cablegram has been sent. It 
is quite possible that he often makes mistakes.
77
 
 
Treasury funds abused by leaders of the Queensland Military Defence Force 
During the 1890s, the Labour members in the House endeavoured to put Bills 
through Parliament to increase legislation to protect workers’ rights and 
compensation. Dawson campaigned for better rates of pay and improved 
employment conditions for all groups of workers. He organised trade unions and 
read widely on socialism and republicanism. He experienced hostility from capitalist 
employers who refused to employ him. During the shearers’ strike in 1891, Dawson 
gained election as Chairman of the Charters Towers Strike Committee and spoke out 
on employers’ responsibility to pay just wages.78  
 
In 1891, when the Griffilwraith Government called in the Queensland Defence 
Force ‘to hunt and harry’ one thousand shearers who were on strike at Barcaldine for 
better pay and working conditions, there had been tension between the Labour 
movement and Percy Ricardo.
79
 Ricardo was the officer who had commanded the 
first detachment of mounted infantry, and had told his men, ‘now is the time to show 
whether you are playing at soldiers, as the sneer so often has it, or whether you are 
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prepared to protect homes and hearths’.80 ‘Shearers resented Ricardo’s apparent 
snobbishness [and] his exhortation to his volunteers to protect their hearths and 
homes from the strikers’, writes Crouchley. Percy Ricardo’s character and outbursts 
caught the attention of cartoonists. The Boomerang satirised him as a comic-opera 
figure ‘bursting with heroism, patriotism and egotism’.81 The protected homes were 
those of the wealthy squatters and pastoralists who refused to compromise on the 
strikers’ demands to recognise the unions and accept union agreements. ‘The 
Brisbane Courier maintained an hysterical anti-labour line throughout’, writes 
Johnston.
82
  
 
Ricardo’s career had advanced in 1897 when he became a Lieutenant Colonel 
of the Queensland Mounted Infantry.
83
 In 1899, his actions prior to the departure of 
the First Contingent drew public attention. The Worker printed the header ‘The 
Fodder Falsehoods’ and claimed that ‘the whole scandalous business savours 
strongly of a corrupt military dictatorship which Premier Dickson submissively 
accepts and supports by shameless lies calculated to deceive the people as well as 
their representatives in Parliament’.84 The charge was that Ricardo had purchased the 
fodder for £7 10s a ton, which he planned to resell at £18 10s a ton (then the current 
price paid by the Imperial Government) when they berthed at Cape Town. When the 
charge was raised in Parliament, voices demanded explanations from Premier 
Dickson. The Worker quoted Hansard to reveal how Dickson dithered, denied and 
obfuscated the facts until he either came across as a political incompetent or 
shamelessly involved in the corrupt traffic of military supplies.
85
 ‘Parliament 
deserved an explanation from Commandant Gunter and if he could not give one then 
his dismissal was appropriate’.86 
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When Anderson Dawson, Leader of the Parliamentary Labour Party, spoke in 
the Legislative Assembly, it was as a loyal citizen of the British Empire, born and 
bred in Queensland, who challenged Premier Dickson, the successful Englishman 
abroad. While the lives of these two men were poles apart, they had serious illness in 
common. Dawson, having worked in the mines, was dying of the lung disease, 
phthisis, which infected many miners and caused agonising early deaths. Dickson 
had made wealth through his auctioneering business in Queen Street, but was also 
dying of diabetes.
87
 A third parliamentarian, Robert Philp, the Treasurer, gambled on 
his mining investments. Neither Dickson nor Philp had donned a miner’s helmet and 
lamp, then stepped into a cage and travelled underground to work at the coal-face in 
the dark, dangerous, dusty tunnels where Labour men such as Anderson Dawson, 
Andrew Fisher and William Browne had ‘slaved’ for a living. These occupational 
variations identified the political differences in the Legislative Assembly and the 
men who held pro-war and anti-war positions.  
 
In September 1899, the North Queensland Herald congratulated the broad-
minded, public-spirited action of the Leader of the Opposition as well as the 
members of his party during the federal campaign, and declared, ‘A Dawson 
Government is a political probability for Queensland at some future day’.88 The 
newspaper did not mention Dawson’s health issues such as the lung disease that he 
had contracted as a miner. On the matter of Federation, the editor stated:  
Mr. Dawson really acquitted himself admirably, in the moderate yet earnest 
style of the best masters in Opposition oratory. There is every reason to believe 
that the Opposition party is solid, thanks to Mr. Dawson’s good sense and to 
Mr. Glassey’s loyalty. In speaking of Federation Mr. Dawson seems to us to 
have shown that he is the real political leader that his party has long been 
waiting for.
89
 
The editor then declared a conservative pro-Empire point of view:  
With Mr. Dawson’s objection to the despatch of a handful of troops to South 
Africa, we have no manner of sympathy. If it should unhappily prove that 
some of these [troops] must shed their blood for the great Empire of which we 
form a part, that blood will be the seed of a patriotic pride on which someday 
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Australia will have to rely to save it from foreign spoliation, if not 
annexation.
90
  
 
The North Queensland Herald editor let the readers know that only Britain’s 
love of fair play and the military might of the British Empire versus the weakness of 
the South African Republic had prevented the use of Imperial force against the 
Boer’s wrong-headedness long ago. A major weakness in the evidence heard in this 
serious Parliamentary debate was that the pro-war speakers quoted from the 
conservative newspapers largely owned and ‘fed’ with cabled news from the 
Rhodes’ newspaper syndicate in South Africa that demonised the Boers. This point 
of view demonstrates Ottosen’s ‘Justification’ for war, the second stage in 
convincing the public to support sending troops. 
 
The Brisbane Courier did not adopt the watchdog role of the Fourth Estate 
when these issues were revealed in the House. On the contrary, this conservative 
newspaper with such close links to the government colluded in the Premier’s breach 
of the Westminster system of government and behaved undemocratically. To claim 
that Dickson acted out of patriotism ignored the reality that legislators in the House, 
who argued against sending troops to this war, also patriotically supported the 
Empire. Like Arnold Wood of the University of Sydney, they believed in the British 
Empire as an agency of justice and fair play, not as a militaristic force. The 
newspaper reserved its ink and space for a damaging and demonising assessment of 
Anderson Dawson’s Parliamentary debating style and content. The conservative 
newspaper declared that the majority of citizens would support the Premier’s action, 
thus ensuring that they did. The action of the editorial staff of the Brisbane Courier 
was key to the methods by which public opinion was manufactured in favour of 
war.
91
 
 
The declaration of War on 11 October 1899 unleashed intense patriotism. The 
header on The Worker, three days later, declared, ‘An Unjustifiable War’, then 
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charged Downing Street with being in league with Cecil Rhodes’s chartered gang of 
bushrangers.
92
 A fortnight later, The Worker quoted Machiavelli: ‘War is a 
profession by which men cannot live honourably; an employment by which the 
soldier, if he would reap any benefit is obliged to be false, and rapacious and cruel. 
Nor can any man who makes war his profession be otherwise than vicious’.93 The 
conservative newspapers promoted the pro-Empire theme that then echoed in music 
halls, concerts and sermons. In Brisbane, the music hall provided popular 
entertainment, with Sons of Empire. Bland Holt, Australia’s great producer of 
melodrama, an actor and an entrepreneur, presented Soldiers of the Queen, and 
invited soldiers from each contingent to attend before they sailed for South Africa. 
Holt, a shrewd businessman and propagandist, was aware that the presence of 
uniformed soldiers in the Centennial theatre increased his audiences.
94
 
 
In Europe during the 1890s, there was a strong peace movement and that led to 
the Peace Conference at The Hague in 1899. ‘Opposition to the war in South Africa 
began the growth of Peace movements that developed throughout the twentieth 
century and into the twenty-first century’, claims David Nash.95 The words of 
Dawson and Kenna are on record proving that there were people in Queensland 
opposed to Britain and her colonies attacking the Republics of Transvaal and the 
Orange Free States in South Africa. The areas of colonial society from which the 
voices of opposition emerged would be left-wing newspaper editors, university 
academics, the Labour Party leaders, trade unions and the women’s franchise 
movement and church leaders from the Roman Catholic and Congregational 
denominations.  
 
In Queensland, the Labour ranks of journalists and politicians who represented 
the trade union movement became the most significant opponents of this war. These 
men adhered to the socialist doctrine spread by Thomas Mann in his speeches and 
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pamphlets.
96
 Working class men also read articles written by England’s most 
uncompromising critic of the government’s policy in South Africa, W. T. Stead, 
former editor of the Pall Mall Gazette and then his own paper, Review of Reviews. 
Paula M. Krebs describes Stead as the patron saint of the anti-war movement.
97
 
Throughout the 1890s, workers organised, unions grew, strikes occurred and the 
conservative powers within and without government asserted their power and control 
over working class people. Andrew Fisher, a Scots-born miner and Labour member 
for Gympie, sought to get a Workers’ Compensation Bill through the House during 
the September 1899 sitting; while the pro-war Ministerialists declared themselves in 
favour of ‘anything to ameliorate the condition of the workers — they stonewalled 
this measure’.98 
 
William Thorpe claimed that in Queensland, support for the war came from 
leading Protestant clergymen and laypeople.
99
 The leader of the Roman Catholic 
Church in Australia, Cardinal Moran, opposed this war. He pointed out the parallel 
between the Irish and the Boers. These two populations belonged to small 
independent nations who were suffering from occupation by the mighty British 
Army. A search of the Nominal Rolls shows that Catholic men did not flock to the 
recruiting offices in Queensland in proportionate numbers to the men who gave their 
religious affiliation as Church of England. As the Monarch is the Head of the Church 
of England, clergy of this denomination who believed that they held seniority over 
other Protestant clergy jostled for positions at functions to farewell the troops.  
 
The ‘war business’, as Dawson described the ‘wave of jingoism’ influencing 
the political climate, was an apt term, because ‘war’ and ‘business’ were linked in 
the attack by Britain on the Boers to gain control of the rich gold and diamond mines 
in the Transvaal and the Orange Free State. There was no university in Queensland 
in 1899, but there were learned men in the professions, the clergy, the priesthood, the 
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medical profession, the Central Technical College and the Parliament. However, 
with few exceptions, including the leaders of the Roman Catholic Church, the voices 
of opposition to war did not come from these ranks, but from the men who 
represented the workers; the Labour ranks, led by two Australian-born men, 
Anderson Dawson and Francis Kenna. These two young men expressed their 
opinions through the Parliament and the press.  
 
When the pro-war speakers in the House justified their support for sending the 
First Contingent on the grounds of the Boers’ supposed cruelty to the Uitlanders, 
Dawson declared, ‘[i]f it is legitimate to wage war on the grounds of cruelty then the 
whole of the civilised world ought to wage war on Queensland on account of its 
cruelties — not only on account of the cruelties which have been perpetrated in the 
past but on account of those in the present’. Dawson then described a recent cruel 
incident in a Queensland gaol: ‘A man was flogged with a knotted instrument of the 
law (a cat) which became clotted (with his blood). And we talk about cruelty!’100 
 
In the Queensland Parliament, the conservative politicians treated the Labour 
objectors as traitors to the Empire. It was evident that once the powerful conservative 
leaders of the Empire had spoken, their voice dominated and their supporters 
attacked those people with different points of view who considered themselves 
equally loyal to the Empire, but were opposed to fighting the Boers. Blue-collar 
masculinity has historically dominated the union movement as working class men 
and Labour politicians struggled during the 1880s and 1890s to create improved 
working conditions, just wages and the principle of one man, one vote. In these 
ranks, men were combative as they defended their rights and fought and argued for 
better conditions. This linked militancy and masculinity were ironically the same 
qualities that the pro-war faction embraced and popularised.  
 
The Morning Bulletin in Rockhampton reported that Premier Dickson gave 
himself away to the Parliament when he said, ‘the mere fact of sending 250 men and 
a machine gun section making 271 men altogether would not make or mar the 
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fortunes of the British Army’.101 He reaffirmed that his actions had been motivated 
by patriotism, stating, ‘[t]he Australian colonies recognise that they are part of the 
great British Empire, and are desirous that when the Empire is menaced in any way 
of showing their readiness by allowing men to volunteer for such service to assist the 
British Army in conducting what may be a severe campaign’.102 
 
On 12 October, Premier Dickson proposed a motion stating the colony’s 
loyalty to Queen Victoria. Dawson had moved an amendment after the expressions 
of loyalty to the Queen, ‘but disapprove[d] of the action of the Government in 
making an offer of troops to serve with Her Majesty’s Army in South Africa, thus 
committing the colony to an indefinite and practically unlimited expenditure without 
the sanction of Parliament’.103 Charles Fitzgerald, the member for Mitchell, declared, 
‘[o]ur Defence Force ought to stay where it is. Our Defence Force has a right to 
defend Queensland against invaders and not act on the aggressive. I am going to vote 
in favour of Dawson’s amendment and not the Premier’s motion’.104  
 
Paradoxically, the Queensland Parliament had debated the merits of sending 
troops following the Premier having made the offer of troops, whereas on 19 October 
1899, the New South Wales Legislative Assembly held a debate to decide on 
offering troops. Arthur Griffith, the member for Warratah in New South Wales, 
spoke against sending a contingent of troops to aid British forces against the Boers. 
He implicated Joseph Chamberlain for sounding out colonial leaders to make 
‘spontaneous’ offers of troops, as did Joe Lesina, MLA for Clermont, when he 
mocked Dickson during the volatile October debate in the Queensland Parliament.
105
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In the second half of 1899, Dickson’s Premiership descended into chaos. Two 
factors beset him: his terminal disease, diabetes, and his ambitious personality. 
Dickson had been diagnosed with diabetes in about 1882, and the management of 
this disorder was primitive, but required a calm life. Tension, considerable travel and 
public speaking comprised the pattern of James Dickson’s life, thus endangering his 
health with diabetic hypoglycaemic attacks caused by low blood sugar levels and 
loss of fuel to the brain, making him unfit to govern the colony. The Worker 
described Premier Dickson at the Exhibition dinner and wrote, ‘the poor old 
ambitious auctioneer ground out column upon column of his usual platitudinous 
inanities — the acme of sickening slobber’.106 After two chaotic Parliamentary 
sessions and charges of bribery and corruption, even Dickson’s long-suffering 
Ministerialist colleagues wanted to remove him from the office of Premier. The 
opportunity arose during the volatile debates in the Legislative Assembly, and on 23 
October 1899, the politicians moved a Vote of No Confidence in Dickson. He stood 
down as Premier on 1 December 1899, but stayed on in Parliament. He received a 
trip back to England, at government expense, to discuss the Federation Bill with 
Joseph Chamberlain.
107
 
 
‘The House was in a warlike mode from the beginning to the end of Tuesday’s 
sittings. Swashbuckler Ricardo, on account of an after dinner oration came in for 
very conspicuous though not complimentary notice’, claimed The Worker on 31 
October. It accused James Dickson, the Premier of Queensland, of ‘sending a human 
offering to be sacrificed at the strings of the South African Boodler’.108 
 
War, as a function of patriarchal power, demands that the warrior class of men 
who fight receive the cooperation of women. Queensland women cooperated in 
various ways. Working class women employed as nurses, fundraisers and employees 
in the woollen mills, boot factories and food factories contributed to war work. They 
gained economically, but tragically, their cooperation cost the homes and lives of 
thousands of Boer and black African women and children on the veldt. Leaders of 
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the Queensland Suffrage Movement had heard an anti-war perspective from Rose 
Scott, a central figure in the history of feminist thought and reform in Australia when 
she had spoken at meetings of the women’s franchise movement in Queensland. 
Scott had spoken at a National Council of Women meeting in May 1898 on 
‘Arbitration Versus War’ in which she declared that ‘the poverty and misery 
engendered by war are wholly unnecessary’.109 
 
Women in Queensland were not prominent in opposing the war in South 
Africa. Their silence could be interpreted as support for the war effort. Perhaps they 
feared offending powerful politicians upon whom they relied to legislate for 
women’s suffrage. James Dickson had aroused the women’s anger in the election 
campaign in March 1899, stating:  
He did not believe in those political platitudes circulated in connection with 
electoral reform and woman suffrage. Whether they had one man one vote or 
woman suffrage, it would not make two blades of grass grow where there was 
one before.
110
 
This was a hypocritical gendered situation for unfranchised women. Britain waged 
war so that 100,000 men of mostly British origin who had chosen to live in the 
Transvaal could have the franchise there. 
 
Queensland women who supported this war were led by Mrs. Julia Griffith, 
Mrs. Dutton, wife of Premier Dickson’s hard-working Under Secretary, Henry S. 
Dutton, the Lady Mayoress, Mrs. Seal and other women married to senior politicians 
and military officers. They followed the tradition of women in the age of the 
Crusaders and had a regimental flag made. The flag would be gifted to the 1st 
Queensland Mounted Infantry to take to South Africa. These women donated money 
and invited other women to send donations to Janet Walker’s women’s tailoring 
establishment in Queen Street. They consulted Percy Ricardo about the design: the 
flag was made from maroon silk with the Union Jack in the left corner and a circle of 
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gold embroidery with the crown above and an emu in the centre circled by the 
words, ‘Queensland Mounted Infantry, Forward’.111  
 
On Saturday 28 October, the citizens of Brisbane were in a high state of 
suspense and anticipation as the Queensland Contingent for South Africa left the 
military camp at Meeandah and 14 officers, 248 men and their horses entered the 
principal streets of the city on route to the Government Domain. The Brisbane 
Courier gives a proud, fervent description of the day’s events. It was the first 
occasion on which Queensland had to say ‘goodbye’ to her soldiers. All along the 
route to the Domain, the buildings were decorated with garlands of greenery, red 
white and blue bunting and banners stretched across the streets as the strains of Rule 
Britannia rang through the streets.
112
 The contingent arrived in the Domain, led by 
the Toowoomba Mounted Band along with the Maxim gun section consisting of two 
Maxims under the command of Lieutenant Black. His Excellency, the Lieutenant 
Governor, Sir Samuel Griffith, then rode on to the grounds, accompanied by Colonel 
Gunter, and they inspected the troops. The Lady Mayoress, Mrs. Seal, presented the 
women’s banner to the 1st Queensland Mounted Infantry that Commander Percy 
Ricardo accepted on their behalf. It was taken aboard the troopship Cornwall on 
which the men sailed to South Africa on 1 November 1899.
113
  
 
Most of the key military and pro-war politicians in the colony were British-
born, which was reflected in their patronymics. However, there were exceptions, as 
The Worker showed from the names of enlisted men: ‘Rasmussen, Schulz, Le 
Marchand, Philipofski, De Verden, Sundmacher, Nelotz, Julian Kraut, Hermann, 
Weise, Knudsen, Le Reece, Izzlaub, and Christensen. Ricardo is an Italian name and 
Chauvel is French. Not one in ten seem to be Queenslanders and not one in twenty 
seem to be British’.114 C.M.H. Clark describes Chauvel as fighting in South Africa 
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without any qualms of conscience about the cruelty of the British to the women and 
children on the Boer side.
115
  
 
The 1st Queensland Mounted Infantry were farewelled during a city procession 
that attracted an immense crowd of people, including the group whom The Worker 
described as ‘the yellers’, the youngsters who come to the fore on public occasions. 
The wind that blew on Saturday was quite in keeping with the general ‘blow’ of the 
Jingoes and daily press.
116
 ‘Every one of the rank and file of the Contingent were 
presented with one pound of tobacco. Every officer received a box of cigars. 
Government Ministers and certain members of Parliament paid for the tobacco and 
cigars’.117 The Worker reported that ‘a great number of people paid half a crown to 
attend the farewell dinner at the Exhibition Hall to see the swashbucklers wine and 
dine at huge public expense’. Then it lampooned ‘compressed-fodder Ricardo as 
looking like a badly rolled lump of German sausage. He indulged in some tall talk at 
the expense of the Labour Opposition leader. Dawson’s whip of a tongue has stung 
the warriors and no mistake’.118  
 
Percy Ricardo’s words and actions had diminished his status as an officer and 
the financial matters, including the compressed fodder scandal, had been raised in 
Parliament. Ricardo’s bombastic statements had offended people, especially the men 
of the Mounted Infantry in Toowoomba, whom he had told to stay at home and grow 
pumpkins if they were not prepared to serve the Empire. The Worker cartoonist 
produced a full-page spread that contrasted the corpulent military man on his horse 
galloping past the man on the land with his hoe.
119
  
 
Premier Dickson had lost credibility as a leader and been voted out of office, 
but he remained in Parliament. The world’s first Labour government came to power 
when Dickson stood down from the office of Premier on 1 December and the 
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Lieutenant Governor, Sir Samuel Griffith, invited Anderson Dawson, leader of the 
Parliamentary Labour Party, to form a government.
120
 The new Treasurer, William 
Kidston, made some startling revelations that shocked members on both sides of the 
House. The Worker published the details under the sub-header, ‘the Treasury 
Empty’.121 Robert Philp had run the Treasury into bankruptcy. When challenged in 
the House, Philp admitted that he had carried out an illegal action when he drew on 
the Government Savings Bank deposits for working expenses and breached an Act of 
Parliament without the Parliament’s sanction.122 The Dickson‒Philp regime had 
equipped and sent the First Contingent of troops to South Africa, spending capital 
that the government had no right to use.
123
 The authors of The Engine Room of 
Government write that Philp used £500,000 of depositors’ funds in the Government 
Savings Bank to conceal the fact that Queensland was once again on the verge of 
bankruptcy.
124
 Geoffrey Bolton wrote that Philp was not corrupt and that he was a 
good Administrator.
125
 However, the evidence of fraudulent malpractice while 
holding the office of colonial Treasurer challenges that conclusion. 
 
When Dawson took office, he anticipated support from the rump of the 
Ministerialists, led by Drake, who had voted against Dickson, disaffected by his 
erratic leadership. However, Sir Samuel Griffith, the Administrator of the colony in 
the absence of the Governor, Lord Lamington, persuaded the conservative politicians 
— who had pressured Dickson out of office — not to form a coalition with Labour. 
Dawson needed these dissident conservatives to give him the numbers. When they 
refused to join with Labour, Dawson and his Cabinet had to resign after a mere week 
in office.
126
 The world’s first Labour government had only survived from 1 to 7 
December 1899.
127
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During the week in which Labour had held office, the Ministerialists pressured 
the former Treasurer, Robert Philp, to accept Sir Samuel Griffith’s offer to become 
Premier. He did so, and the Ministerialists returned to the government benches. On 7 
December 1899, Philp informed the Parliament that he was the new Premier, 
Treasurer and Secretary for Mines. James Dickson was to be his Chief Secretary.
128
 
Philp, as the new pro-war Premier of Queensland, stepped up the colony’s war effort. 
 
Conclusion 
Democratic government allows for different points of view to be expressed and 
debated in the Legislature. This volatile debate in the Legislative Assembly of 
Queensland in October 1899 was an occasion to hear very different expressions 
about a military request to commit the colony to an undeclared overseas war. The 
debaters challenged the illegal action of Premier Dickson, who bypassed the 
Parliamentary procedures and independently committed the colony to this war. 
Constitutionally, this debate should have taken place following the letter presented to 
the Premier’s office by Commandant Gunter. It did not, and was held after Premier 
Dickson made the illegal decision to commit the colony to an undisclosed overseas 
war. The debate could not change that decision. To do so would have defeated 
Federation because it would have complicated the passage of the Commonwealth of 
Australia Bill through the British Parliament in 1900.
129
 
 
While this debate was volatile, it was a healthy democratic process in which 
British-born and Australian-born legislators in the Queensland Parliament 
participated. Members quoted from pro- and anti-war newspapers as well as 
evidence from blue books and government reports. This debate had led the 
legislators to move and pass a Vote of No Confidence in Premier Dickson, and he 
stood down from office. An elected Premier being voted out of office by fellow 
legislators is unusual, but not history making; what followed made history. The 
world’s first Labour government, led by Premier Anderson Dawson, came (albeit 
briefly) into office, while the Ministerialists, fearful of losing the government 
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benches to working class politicians, persuaded Robert Philp to accept the offer of 
Premier from the Lieutenant Governor, Sir Samuel Griffith. 
 
This chapter has briefly analysed the seven points these legislators raised 
during the ‘uproar in the House’ in October 1899. The third stage of Ottosen’s theory 
of support for war, ‘Implementation’, was evident in the arguments used by the pro-
war supporters. The conservative newspapers did what Arthur Griffith found so 
objectionable: they manufactured public consent and support for the war against the 
people of the Transvaal and Orange Free State. 
 
 
 
82 
 
Chapter 3: Queensland Goes to War 
 ‘Implementation’, the third stage of Ottosen’s theory of media support for 
war, was the dominant theme — along with Federation — in the conservative 
newspapers in Queensland during the last six months of 1899. The 20th century 
dawned with volunteer soldiers from the colony of Queensland at war with the 
citizens of the Transvaal and Orange Free State while Australians prepared for 
Federation on 1 January 1901. 
 
Following the volatile debate in the Queensland Lower House in October 
1899, the members of the Legislative Assembly passed a Vote of No Confidence, 
removing Dickson from office. He stood down as Premier on 29 November 1899. Sir 
Samuel Griffith, then Administrator of the colony in the absence of the Governor, 
Lord Lamington, asked Anderson Dawson, Leader of the Parliamentary Labour 
Party, to form government. Dawson handled this political opportunity with dignity 
and courtesy towards his fellow members as well as the outgoing Ministry. 
However, the conservatives did not intend a Labour government to stay in power for 
long. On 9 December 1899, The Worker wrote, ‘we are all on tiptoe here to know 
how the Dawson Government will fare. Will ancient prejudice prevent this Ministry 
extending fair play to all irrespective of policy? Will they deny Dawson the 
opportunity of putting forward his programme and butcher him like hired 
assassins?’.1 They did.  
 
The Lieutenant Governor, Sir Samuel Griffith, asked Robert Philp to lead the 
Continuous Ministry in government. Philp, as Colonial Treasurer and member of the 
inner Cabinet of the Dickson administration, was involved in the discussions 
between 6 and 10 July 1899 to send a contingent of troops and a machine gun 
section to South Africa if war broke out. He was pro-war and increased the colony’s 
war effort by raising and sending more contingents. 
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The Ministerialists were back in power. Ten days later, the conservative 
newspapers became hysterical when news came through that the British forces were 
defeated in three battles in six days with the Boer commandoes. Major General 
William Gatacre was defeated at Stormberg in the Cape Colony on 10 December 
1899 by Boer Commandant J.H. Olivier.
2
 The next day, General Cronje defeated 
Methuen at Magersfontein.
3
 On 16 December, General Sir General Louis Botha 
defeated General Sir Redvers Buller where the railway crossed the Tugela River at 
the township of Colenso in Natal.
4
 Three thousand British soldiers died. These 
numbers were a great loss of life by 19th century standards of colonial fighting, but 
the damage these farmer commandoes in motley civilian dress without military 
training inflicted was disastrous to the British psyche. Lord Asquith inspired the 
phrase ‘Black Week’ and promoted the idea of a united British Empire to challenge 
Britain’s continental rivals.5 
 
‘Few great critics of the war were unaffected by “Black Week”’. George 
Arnold Wood in Sydney and Henry Bourne Higgins in Melbourne, lapsed 
temporarily into silence’, claims Craig Wilcox.6 When Anderson Dawson changed 
his anti-war stance in Parliament after ‘Black Week’, he judiciously delivered a 
logical, historical account of the events that justified his changed position. War had 
commenced. Britain had sent the largest overseas expedition in its history to subdue 
two of the world’s smallest sovereign states. The public shared the politicians’ belief 
that the conflict on the veldt would be ‘a walkover’, but the casualties of those killed 
and wounded, and the numbers who surrendered, humiliated the British. Their initial 
belief that this war would be over by Christmas 1899 changed dramatically after 
‘Black Week’. The overseas colonies of the British Empire were in danger from 
other European powers, such as Germany in New Guinea and the French in New 
Caledonia. Consequently, the British authorities stepped up their war efforts and 
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military resources in South Africa in an all-out determination to subdue the 
Republics of Transvaal and Orange Free State and force British supremacy. 
 
‘War fever, jingoism, or a type of national insanity, swept over the public. The 
war had given the Fat Man a title and would increase his borrowing power in 
London’, wrote C.M.H. Clark.7 The Brisbane Courier published the following 
gloomy report couched in Biblical rhetoric:  
The London Times points out that our forces are in an awkward situation. Our 
cables this morning insist that the Boers have the best of it. Nevertheless we 
possess our souls in patience. Then came the rallying call, triumph over 
despair. The day of victory will be delayed and night grows darker and wilder 
but in the end our armies must triumph. We must assist the motherland 
whatever it takes, whatever it costs.
8
  
 
More bad news reeled off the printing presses at the conservative Brisbane 
Courier. This grim news unified the public to support sending more contingents of 
troops to fight the enemy of the Empire:  
The night is said to be darkest before the dawn, but if our news from South 
Africa this morning is any criterion, the day of victory is still far away. The 
night grows darker. What may be considered another reverse has to be added 
to that already chronicled.
9
  
 
Craig Wilcox writes that ‘overnight the war seemed to change its character and 
importance. Looked at from Manchester, Montreal, Moreton Bay, “Black Week” 
seemed to promise disaster unless the empire’s white citizens rallied’.10 Anderson 
Dawson was one who rallied. After the ‘Black Week’ disasters, he stood in the green 
chamber of the Legislative Assembly, where he had several months earlier criticised 
Premier Dickson for committing the colony to an undeclared overseas war. His 
speech was factual. He focussed on Premier Dickson’s constitutional breach and the 
betrayal of the democratic processes in which Parliament had not been consulted and 
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the people had not given their consent. Critics on both sides of the House had 
established those facts during the volatile debate in October. Dawson stated: 
In October the centre of the discussion was — and the principle of my 
amendment was — that Parliament had not been consulted and that an 
unconstitutional act had been committed by the then Premier. It was practically 
declaring war against the people of the Transvaal without the consent of the 
people of this colony. That was the chief ground on which we took objection. 
Further more, it was a question of volunteering services without the consent of 
the probable volunteers or anyone else, Parliament included.
11
 
 
Anderson Dawson, the leader of the Opposition, continued his speech and 
declared that Queensland’s offer had created a domino effect among the colonies: 
But this is in response to an invitation that makes all the difference. The offer 
was made at a time of profound peace when there was a probability or 
possibility that war would not be declared. It is just possible that the offer 
made from the Colony of Queensland and which was responded to by other 
colonies at the invitation of the Colonial Office, was a large element in 
precipitating this war.
12
  
 
This had some truth in it. Dickson had declared that he made the offer of 
troops to set an example to the mother colony, New South Wales, for having failed 
to do so. The New South Wales Premier, George Reid, relied on Labour votes to stay 
in power and claimed the war was Britain’s problem and not that of his colony, 
although on 15 September 1899, when Reid lost office to Premier William Lyne, he 
supported Joseph Chamberlain. The Prime Minister of Canada, Wilfrid Laurier, a 
McGill University law graduate, stood up to Joseph Chamberlain and claimed that 
while Canada was loyal to the Empire, Britain’s war in South Africa was not 
Canada’s problem. However, London exerted pressure and Canada eventually sent 
contingents of troops.
13
 Lord Strathcona (Donald Smith), Canada’s wealthy High 
Commissioner to the UK, funded a contingent named Strathcona’s Horse.14 Between 
17 and 20 October 1899, the New South Wales Legislative Assembly debated 
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whether the colony would send its part-time soldiers to South Africa and passed this 
motion: ‘That this House is of the opinion that New South Wales should equip and 
despatch a military force for service with the Imperial Army in South Africa’.15 
 
Anderson Dawson explained his change of mind: 
The struggle today is not a struggle between the Boers and Great Britain, urged 
on by a coterie of land-grabbers headed by Cecil Rhodes, but the struggle has 
reached such an acute stage that it is a matter of national existence – whether 
the prestige of the British Empire is to be sullied and to suffer a humiliation in 
South Africa at the hands of the traditional enemies on the continent who, 
when they find her in difficulties, may make a dash for her possessions. I say 
that we, as one of the richest possessions of the Empire, have a very keen 
interest indeed in this matter.
16
 
 
The European powers witnessed Britain’s humiliation as a fighting nation. 
Germany, in particular, cheered that the Afrikaners exposed British military 
weaknesses. However, the British response was to send more troops and demand 
greater contributions from the colonies. The Worker reported that the Jingo spirit was 
rampant in England. Joseph Chamberlain, the Secretary of State for Colonies, had all 
but challenged the whole world to come on. Most of the senior cadets in the 
Sandhurst Military College had received commissions in the Army owing to the 
Boers shooting so many officers. When the newspaper reported that the steamer 
Karami left England for South Africa with 40,000,000 rifle cartridges and 11,000 
shrapnel and luddite shells, it was clear to the world that Britain meant to kill off the 
600,000 Boers — men, women and children — living in both Republics.17 
 
The Worker printed a two-column interview with former Premier Anderson 
Dawson under the heading, ‘The History of the Intrigue’. It concluded with 
Dawson’s declaration, ‘[t]he Labour Ministers were quite equal, if not superior as a 
body to a good many of their predecessors. The Labour Party has shown the people 
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of Queensland now that it is always prepared to accept the full responsibility of its 
position and its votes’.18 
 
The two conservative Premiers, James Dickson and Robert Philp, 
entrepreneurs in the far-flung colony of the great British Empire, had much in 
common, including their familiarity with Glasgow, where Philp was born in 
December 1851 when Dickson was 18 and working in a Glasgow bank. Both men 
were immigrants from the UK, Protestant, politically conservative, financially 
successful and pro-war. When in office, both had flouted the Westminster rules of 
government to achieve their own gains — Dickson when he committed the colony to 
war on 10 July 1899 and Philp in the second half of 1899 when he used bank 
depositors’ money to fund government. These men belonged to the same socio-
economic class in Brisbane society as the owners, editors, journalists, shareholders 
and also many readers of the leading conservative newspapers, the Brisbane Courier 
and The Queenslander.  
 
‘The Boer War was not like any other war the British had fought. After “Black 
Week” a tornado of questions was asked in Parliament — how was it possible that an 
army of farmers could hold off the might of the British Empire?’ wrote Owen 
Coetzer.
19
 On Friday 15 December 1899, Joshua Bell, MLA for Dalby, asked about 
the reverse of British arms and if the Premier would consider making a further offer 
of assistance. Philp replied, ‘I deeply regret that I have heard tonight the rather 
serious news about the fighting at the Modder River. I certainly think we ought with 
the other colonies to make a federal move. I will confer with the other Premiers and 
take the matter into serious consideration’.20 Amid the ‘Hear! Hears!’ in the House 
as members assented to Philp’s statement, Dawson stated, ‘I hope if there is any 
move in that direction, the House will be consulted before the country is 
committed’.21 
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On 18 December 1899, in the debate on the proposed dispatch of additional 
Australian Troops to South Africa, Premier Philp read a telegram from William 
Lyne, Premier of New South Wales: 
Received a cable that the Imperial Government willing to entertain favourably 
further offer of Australian troops. Prefer mounted men. Indispensable that they 
be trained good shots and if possible, bring their own horses. I think it should 
be an Australian contingent of good strength. Kindly wire your views.
22
 
 
Philp wired Lyne to say that Queensland could raise from 125 to 150 mounted 
men, trained horsemen and good shots. Members of the House cheered when Philp 
told them that James Macintosh, Chairman of Directors of the North Queensland 
Meat Extract Company, had wired an offer of £1,000 along with 500 lbs worth of 
meat extract. Consuelo Station offered hundreds of horses. When Philp told the 
Assembly, ‘tomorrow I will give notice of what we propose doing’, Dawson replied, 
‘You are very fair in not endeavouring to spring any surprises on us this time’.23 
 
The extent of influence the conservative newspapers exercised in this war was 
revealed when Charles McDonald, Labour member for Flinders and union activist
24
 
asked Premier Philp, ‘[w]ho issued the invitation? I want to know all about it’.25 
Philp replied, ‘The Times London, invited Australia to send troops. The New South 
Wales Premiers then cabled the Secretary of State for Colonies, Mr. Chamberlain, 
and asked if more troops from Australia would be acceptable. The reply was that a 
number of good horseman and good shots would be acceptable’.26 
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The colonial Premiers exchanged telegraphs and reported to their Parliaments 
on sending more troops. Philp moved that Queensland send additional troops to 
South Africa:
 
 
This House accordingly approves of the proposal of the Government to equip, 
despatch, and maintain an additional military force volunteering for service 
with Her Majesty’s said army in South Africa, of trained mounted men, 
consisting of 160 officers, non-commissioned officers and men, to serve in 
conjunction with like military forces to be raised and despatched from other 
Australian colonies.
27
 
 
Anderson Dawson supported Philp. He did not apologise to his fellow 
legislators. He explained that he still abhorred war, which was the cause of his 
original objection to having the colony committed, but circumstances had changed. 
In rising to second the motion moved by the Premier to send a Second Contingent of 
troops, Dawson declared to his fellow legislators: 
I do so with the full sense of the responsibility it involves, and I recognise the 
gravity of the present position. You will recollect that when a similar motion 
was moved by the then Premier I, in my position here, opposed it — bitterly, 
fiercely. At that time the centre of the discussion was that Parliament had not 
been consulted and that an unconstitutional act had been committed by the then 
Premier. It was practically declaring war against the people of the Transvaal 
without the consent of the people of this colony. That was the chief ground on 
which we took objection.
28
 
 
Dawson quoted from the Gympie Truth describing it as a workers’ paper. 
Andrew Fisher had established it before his election as the Labour member for 
Gympie. Dawson agreed with the sentiments expressed in the article:  
British reverses like those of Ladysmith and Stormberg can only delay the end, 
and intensify a thousandfold the mischief already done. They may embolden 
the disaffected Dutch to open rebellion and raise a hornet’s nest of a civil war 
about our ears in Cape Colony and Natal; they may thus drench the soil of 
South Africa in the life’s blood of those who should live upon it in amity. 
Every defeat of the British arms spells danger to the world’s peace. The cut-
throat powers of Europe are watching this struggle with eager eyes and with 
what hopes on their hearts hell only knows.
29
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Dawson explained that he supported sending this Second Contingent because 
three distinguished generals of the British Army — Buller, Methuen and Gatacre — 
had suffered defeat one after another and that the struggle now was whether Great 
Britain could hold supremacy in South Africa at all.
30
 It is clear from Dawson’s 
comment that he closely scrutinised news reports: 
I have been alerted by a small line in the cables that Great Britain is getting her 
navy together not for a land war on the veldt, but this move indicates that a 
continental power is making a move. As far as we can judge now, from the 
information that is gradually filtering through the Press there has been a huge 
continental conspiracy with a large number of continental troops using the 
Boers to humiliate their traditional enemy.
31
  
 
‘By the late nineteenth century gold was a strategic issue. It was believed to be 
crucial for military defence by major Europeans powers, which all, other than 
Britain, held substantial war chests in gold’.32 The struggle in the Transvaal was for 
ownership of the gold. Dawson continued: 
The struggle today is not between the Boers and Great Britain urged on by a 
coterie of land-grabbers headed by Cecil Rhodes but it has reached such an 
acute stage of existence that one of her traditional enemies on the continent 
may make a dash for her possessions. I say, that we, as one of the richest 
possessions of the Empire, have a very keen interest in this matter.
33
 
 
The Gympie Truth article expressed the fear that if Britain did not win the war 
in South Africa, a larger war would develop with a continental power. It was now a 
matter of supremacy or humiliation. Dawson spoke about two groups of people who 
were losers because of this war. He had visited the Chief Secretary’s office with the 
member for Gympie. They discussed the abundant evidence that the last contingent 
left wives and children in a state of destitution.
34
 Andrew Fisher wrote to the Chief 
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Secretary’s Department on 7 December and received this reply from the Under 
Secretary, Henry S. Dutton:  
I have to inform you that the Crown Law Officers to whom the matter has been 
referred, advise that there is no legal right to deduct any amount due to such 
member, though it be for the use of his wife and family.
35
 
 
Dawson finished reading Under Secretary Dutton’s letter and said, ‘this is a 
serious matter. Wives and families cannot be a burden on the country while their 
husbands are away fighting for the country. They need clothes to wear and food to 
eat’.36 
 
A verbal exchange developed when James Dickson, the Chief Secretary, twice 
denied Dawson’s statement, so he repeated it: ‘I want to point out that a wise 
discretion should be exercised in the selection and if married men are accepted that 
their wives and families are not a burden on the taxpayers’.37 
 
Dawson itemised how the men could receive payment and at the same time 
provide for their wives and families: 
The men of the Queensland contingent will receive Imperial pay and as they 
are also receiving extra pay from the Queensland Government, I suggest that 
the extra pay be stopped here and given to the wives and families of those men 
and that our men live on the Imperial pay, the same as Imperial soldiers.
38
 
 
Dawson concluded his speech with a declaration of concern for the Boers. 
Unlike the conservative press, he did not vilify them. ‘When the Boers are 
subjugated as they are bound to be, I hope federated Australia will put in her voice 
and see that they are treated with humanity and that all their rights, consistent with 
the safety and peace and welfare of South Africa will be properly safeguarded’.39 
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The 19th century ended with a warning from The Worker on 30 December 
1899: ‘Something more dangerous to the people of Australia than, say, the South 
African war, is creeping towards our continent — the bubonic plague’; medical 
experts claimed it had a death toll of nearly 90 per cent.
40
 Eighteen months earlier, 
the bubonic plague had begun in India, killing 300,000 people. It was spreading 
across Asia and Europe to the USA and into the Pacific. War spread disease. The 
first British troops sent to the South African war came from India. Disease was a 
consequence of poor management by the owners of ships, sheep stations and sugar 
plantations. The dreaded typhoid was already in Queensland and endangered the 
western bush workers and labourers on northern sugar plantations. Poor sanitation 
and polluted water were the causes of typhoid.  
 
In Christmas week 1899, the third, volatile Parliamentary session came to an 
end and the Lieutenant Governor, Sir Samuel Griffith, prorogued Parliament until 
the 13 February 1900.
41
 The conservative newspapers publicised the efforts of the 
Queensland Defence Force to recruit volunteers and select horses for the Second 
Contingent. The First Contingent was a token force, but the call from Britain after 
‘Black Week’ was for a large contingent to wipe out the Boers. In January 1900, the 
Brisbane Courier promoted the Patriot Fund. Philp’s Government had offered more 
contingents. The Queenslander encouraged recruits with photographs of uniformed 
volunteers, the military parade through crowded Queen Street, the Review in the 
Domain and the federal liner, Maori King, on which the Second Contingent sailed.
42
 
They were the fittest young men in the colony, selected because of their 
horsemanship and rifle shooting skills, briefly trained at Fort Lytton. This contingent 
then sailed south around Australia and across the Indian Ocean to slaughter the 
Dutch descendants on the veldt. 
 
Warfare has a long tradition in human history. ‘The soldier was one of the first 
inventions of civilization, and he has changed remarkably little over the five 
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thousand years or so that real armies have existed’, writes Gwynne Dyer. 43  The 
outcome of war, regardless of the increasing technological changes, causes the same 
acts of slaughter and sacrifice. Dyer states that the central act of warfare is a unique 
event in which ordinary men willingly kill and die as though these extraordinary 
actions were normal and acceptable. He quotes General Sir John Hackett: ‘The 
essential soldier remains the same. Whether he handled a sling-shot weapon on 
Hadrian’s Wall or whether he is in a main battle tank today, he is essentially the 
same’.44  
 
‘The fundamental postulate of war is that, in war, killing is not murder. The 
conventions of warfare are to dress the part. The psychological effect of the soldiers’ 
uniforms is that it symbolises the abrogation of the normal taboo on killing fellow 
human beings; it replaces this taboo by a duty to kill them’, wrote Arnold Toynbee.45 
The British Empire clothed its men in soldiers’ uniforms, supplied them with 
weapons and sent them out to the South African veldt to hunt and kill Boer males 
who did not look like soldiers because they did not wear uniforms. The un-
uniformed Transvaal fighters broke this convention as far as the uniformed soldiers 
of the British Empire were concerned. The Boer commandoes looked like a group of 
farmers, which is the English translation of the Dutch word ‘Boer’. 
 
The Bulletin, avidly read in Queensland, published a photograph of 
Commandant Christian De Wet and his ‘staff’ — eight men attired in a variety of 
trousers and jackets, ready for work at the office or attending church. All the men 
wore broad brimmed hats and four wore bandoleers slung across their jackets, 
evidence that they were using rifles. Their footwear varies. Four of the men wore 
everyday pumps while the other four, including De Wet, wore leggings above sturdy 
leather lace-up shoes. Another man, perhaps De Wet’s friend, Revd. J.D. Kestell, a 
graduate of the University of Utrecht,
46
 carried a portmanteau. Both men wore fob 
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watches on chains, while De Wet wore a tie. The buildings and the people in the 
background indicate that De Wet and his men were photographed in a town or in 
front of his homestead on his farm Rooiport near Roodewal, in the Orange Free 
State.
47
 His home was one of many torched on the veldt by the British. The 
difference between reporting styles is evident in that The Bulletin did not demonise 
the Boers, as did the conservative press, but humanised them. The caption read, ‘A 
Full Dress Parade. Who could distinguish them from our own backblockers?’48 
 
As the 19th century rolled into the 20th, the conservative newspapers, led by 
Cecil Rhodes, the mining magnate and media baron in South Africa, ‘facilitated his 
own manipulations of the press both in South Africa and London’.49 His press 
fuelled the leading newspapers in Britain and the colonies with selective stories to 
demonise the intended enemy and support a war against the two gold- and diamond-
rich South African Republics; the Transvaal and the Orange Free State.
50
 Editors of 
regional newspapers in Queensland gathered their overseas information from the 
Rhodes cables and perpetuated the propaganda such as that seen in the sub-headers 
in the conservative Gympie Times, edited by Jacob Stumm, a former Ministerialist in 
the Queensland Parliament. When readers in the gold-mining town and the adjacent 
farming district read, ‘Boer Barbarity — monstrous ill-treatment of a British 
subject’,51 the young men rushed to enlist in the First Queensland Mounted Infantry. 
Captain Harry Chauvel of Clifton, Lieutenant D.E. Reid and Lieutenant T.W. 
Glasgow, both from Gympie, led A Company, which consisted of 115 men, of whom 
20 (one in five volunteers) gave their address as Gympie or its locality.
52
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Anup Shah writes, ‘people in democracies like to believe that they and their 
countries are generally good for if it was any other way then it would bring in moral 
questions of all they hold dear’.53 As a predominantly Christian colony occupied by 
people mostly of British stock who believed in Pax Britannica, readers of the 
conservative newspapers had no reason to question the rights or wrongs of the war. 
The politicians, Protestant clergy and editors emphasised that their motherland was 
at risk. People believed the message and offered help. Anup Shah writes, 
‘information is the currency of victory. The military often manipulates the 
mainstream media by restricting or managing what is presented and what people are 
told’.54 Shah’s comment shows that the conservative newspapers built up to 
‘Implementation’, the third stage in Ottosen’s theories of how the media generates a 
war mentality, to encourage a populace to wage war against another people in 
another country. 
 
After the ‘Black Week’ defeats, the British Cabinet had become disillusioned 
with Sir Redvers Buller. On 16 December, they sent out as the British Commander-
in-Chief, 67-year-old Field Marshall Lord Roberts, with General Lord Kitchener as 
his chief-of-staff.
55
 Universally known as ‘Bobs’, Lord Roberts had spent almost 42 
years of military service in India and Afghanistan. He had received a Victoria Cross 
for the famous march into Kandahar.
56
 Lord Horatio Kitchener,
57
 his successor from 
1901 until the Peace Treaty was signed in May 1902, had defeated a small French 
expedition in what became known as the Fashoda incident in 1898 and incurred 
French enmity for Britain’s expansion in Africa as the European governments 
scrambled for power and control in Africa.
58
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South African writer Owen Coetzer describes the tensions that came when the 
British forced the Boer Republics into their Second War of Independence in October 
1899: ‘The conflict of 1881, known in South Africa as the First Boer War, involved 
a handful of farmers at Amajuba Mountain which borders Transvaal and Natal 
inflicting a humiliating defeat on the British’.59 To the Boers, this was the Eerste 
Vryheidsoorlog, the First Freedom War, wrote Le May.
60
 During the early days of 
the Second Boer War, a frequent British rallying cry was, ‘Avenge Majuba!’ Majuba 
was avenged on 27 February 1900, when General Piet Cronje surrendered on the 
banks of the Modder River at Paardeberg.
61
  
 
This war shocked the Europeans, many of whom had worked throughout the 
1890s for peace in the International Peace Bureau co-founded by Danish pacifist 
Fredrik Bajer and Swedish journalist Klas Pontus Arnoldson, who were awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize in 1908.
62
 Between 10 May and 29 July 1899, 108 delegates from 
26 nations had met at The Hague in the Netherlands to discuss how to create lasting 
peace among nations and limit the development of armaments. This conference had 
been called by Nicholas 11, the Czar of Russia, ‘with the object of seeking the most 
effective means of ensuing to all peoples the benefits of real and lasting peace, and 
above all, of limiting the progressive development of existing armaments’.63 
Britain’s treachery in preparing for a war against the Transvaal while signing the 
peace conventions against war negotiated at The Hague created enemies. Ten weeks 
after the delegate had signed the Laws of War, this war, long-planned by the 
politicians and militarists in Britain and supported by the colonies, erupted and 
damaged the hopes and ideals that nations in conflict could negotiate rather than 
resort to barbarism and bloodshed.  
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The war was fought in the southern continent of Africa, between two European 
peoples; an Empire that espoused Christian values, and two Republics, the Transvaal 
and Orange Free State, whose white occupiers were predominantly Protestants: 
Calvinist, like their Dutch forebears. Much of world opinion supported the Boers in 
their struggle against the might of the mega-power, Britain. The governments of 
Germany, Austria and France were Anglophobic. Kaiser Wilhelm of Germany had 
sent President Kruger a telegram of support when the Jameson Raid was foiled in 
January 1896. Britain’s attack on the Boers outraged French newspapers that 
compared the heroism of Commandant-General Piet Cronje with Leonidas, Abraham 
Lincoln and Robert Lee. Cronje had led the Boer commandoes, who forced Leander 
Jameson and his raiders to surrender.
64
 Dr. W.J. Leyds, a doctorate of laws graduate 
from the University of Amsterdam, whom President Kruger had invited to work in 
the Transvaal, received appointment to Brussels as the Special Envoy for the South 
African Republic. Leyds’ newspapers produced pro-Boer news for the continent.65 
He helped organise the Peace Missions to England and America with A. Fischer, 
A.D.W. Wolmarans and C.H. Wessels, but the British considered their efforts 
fruitless.
66
 
 
‘Recurring optimism is a vital prelude to war. Expectations — and particularly 
expectations in the short term — seem a crucial clue to the causes of war and peace’, 
writes Geoffrey Blainey, the author of The Causes of War, after he surveyed all the 
international wars fought since 1700. ‘If two nations are deep in disagreement on a 
vital issue and if both expect that they will easily win a war, then war is highly 
likely. War is unlikely, if they expect victory to come only after long fighting’.67 
Both the British and the Boers expected early victories. Blainey writes, ‘[m]ost 
British ministers in 1899 expected the Boer War to be short and swift. Their soldiers 
had won so many wars in India and Africa that the two Republics in the interior of 
South Africa — the Transvaal and the Orange Free State — did not seem capable of 
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long-defying them’. The views of Alfred Milner, Britain’s Governor in Cape 
Colony, strongly influenced Britain’s attitude to the Boers. At a private luncheon in 
Cape Town, eight days before the war erupted, Milner asked the new commander of 
the British forces, ‘[s]urely these mere farmers cannot stand for a moment against 
regular troops?’68  
 
This war could have been avoided had Chamberlain followed the views of a 
senior British military officer with extensive experience as the Commander-in-Chief 
of Cape Colony, Sir Francis Butler. Lord Wolseley had appointed 61-year-old Butler 
in 1898. Butler believed that war between the white races in South Africa would be a 
terrible calamity, least of all where the black races were numerically superior to the 
white. Butler feared an interracial war in South Africa. His opinions are evidence 
that politicians and military leaders in Britain, who wanted war, and those in South 
Africa, including Cecil Rhodes, a diamond multimillionaire and newspaper 
proprietor, along with former Fleet Street journalist, Alfred Milner, British High 
Commissioner in South Africa, stimulated a war mentality. Milner attacked Butler’s 
claim that a colossal syndicate spread systematic misrepresentation with the object of 
bringing the British and Boers to a climax that would lead to war.
69
  
 
Gardner wrote that ‘of all those in authority on either side, Butler was almost 
alone in believing that war between the British and Boers was not only undesirable, 
but also preventable. He believed that there was a plot to force war on the 
Transvaal’.70 ‘Lieutenant General Sir William Butler who initially commanded the 
British troops in South Africa was virulently anti-Rhodes and pro-peace. He tried to 
dampen the fires of war’, writes Rotberg. He quotes Jan Christiaan Smuts, the 
Attorney General of the Transvaal, ‘Every attempt at rapprochement from our side 
was been haughtily rejected. War between the Republics and England is certain’.71 
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In colonial Queensland, the conservative newspapers published pro-war 
stories, while The Worker, along with European and some British newspapers, were 
definitely anti-war and in some instances pro-Boer. The Brisbane Courier had 
moved from the second stage of Ottosen’s theory, ‘Justification’, in which the big 
news urges the case for armed intervention to restore normalcy in the besieged 
county, to the third stage, ‘Implementation’ for war. This stage provided the 
newspapers with abundant sources of material for editorials, articles, news reports 
from overseas media sources, photographs and maps. The Queenslander published 
full pages of headshots along with the names and addresses of the men who 
volunteered for the Second Contingent and were accepted for crash training in 
military methods.
72
  
 
‘At the outset of World War One, young males enthusiastically saw war as the 
ultimate homosocial institution within which to prove their manhood. The military 
was a homosocial institution in which adult men, separated from women, could 
engage in “masculine” activities, often centred around the development and 
celebration of physical strength, competition and violence’, writes Messner, quoting 
Filene.
73
 The editorials, articles and photographs in the conservative newspapers 
endorsed these qualities of camaraderie, adventure and heroics. They were the very 
qualities that teachers in all-male secondary schools sought to develop in their 
students. It is not surprising that many of these schools have Honour Rolls embossed 
with the names of former pupils who enlisted for military service in South Africa. 
 
Members of the Toowoomba Grammar School Old Boys’ Association 
compared names of their school enrolment from its commencement in 1877 through 
to 1902 with names on the Australian War Memorial website and found that of the 
531 former students, at least 65 were listed as having served in South Africa. Those 
statistics show an enlistment of just over one in eight former students. Captain Harry 
Chauvel, a former Old Boy (1880‒1882) and senior member of the Queensland 
Defence Force, might have influenced this high enrolment figure. Chauvel was a 
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man for a schoolboy to follow, having led a group of Queensland soldiers to England 
in 1897 for Queen Victoria’s Jubilee. Two years later, he was Captain of A Company 
in the First Queensland Mounted Infantry to South Africa. The Old Boys’ magazine, 
Balliwanga, published the names and the contingents in which the men enlisted and 
served.
74
 It shows that three students enrolled at Toowoomba Grammar School in 
1899‒1900, changed their school uniforms for military uniforms. Colin Stirling 
joined the bank, but told the manager that he wanted to try his luck in South Africa. 
He enlisted with the Fifth Queensland Imperial Bushmen and sailed on 6 March 
1901 with Premier Philp aboard the transport Templemore. Luck was not with young 
Colin Stirling. He was killed in action at Kopjsfontein on 6 August. Two other 
Toowoomba Grammar students joined New South Wales units: Allan E. Cameron, 
and Alexander V. King who died of wounds.
75
 
 
The youth of these warriors is explained by Dyer’s comments that armies try to 
get their recruits before they are 20. He describes training a young man to be a 
soldier as essentially a conversion process in an almost religious sense. The whole 
vast edifice of the military institution rests on its ability to obtain obedience from its 
members even unto death and the killing of others.
76
 School cadet corps appealed to 
adolescent males using this psychological process of inculcating team loyalty and 
military drill. Dyer further comments, ‘[h]uman beings are fairly malleable 
especially when they are young, and in every young man there are attitudes for any 
army to work with: the inherited values and postures, more or less dimly recalled, of 
the tribal warriors who were once the model for young boys to emulate’.77 
 
‘I am certain that it is beneficial to a boy’s school life for him to be enrolled in 
our cadet corps’, wrote Reginald H. Roe, the Headmaster of Brisbane Grammar 
School, in 1899. Roe, a Mathematical Scholar of Balliol College, Oxford, was highly 
respected. His words continued to praise the school cadet system:  
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Past and present cadets will have received with pride the heroism of Captain 
Victor Sellheim in Africa, who gained his first experience as an officer in the 
Brisbane Grammar School Cadet Corps and led his school to victory in many a 
well fought football game.
78
  
 
The headline on the Brisbane Courier’s 6 December 1899 report on the 
Modder River Battle read, ‘[g]allant action of Captain Sellheim’. The article 
explained that Sellheim, with a dozen men, including some Coldstream Guards, 
swam the Modder River under a hail of bullets to reconnoitre the Boer position. 
They were forced to retire and swim back again in a hail of bullets.
79
 Sellheim, the 
colonial Australian, was a better swimmer than the Coldstream Guards, who had to 
be rescued from drowning. His actions, praised by the press and the Headmaster of 
his prestigious private school, show the links between masculinity, war, athleticism 
and heroism. Sellheim was a career military officer who was in Great Britain when 
the war began in October 1899. He had sailed to South Africa with British troops 
and joined the Queensland Mounted Infantry with Captain Harry Chauvel as they 
moved into Pretoria. Both these high-ranking officers — Chauvel, originally from 
Sydney Grammar, then Toowoomba Grammar, and Sellheim, from Brisbane 
Grammar — became career military men.80 
 
In the Great Hall of Brisbane Grammar School there is a two-toned timber 
Honour Board with twin panels on which are inscribed 79 names of ex-pupils who 
served in the war on the veldt.
81
 These names indicate that volunteers came from a 
wide cross section of colonial society where a fortunate few got more schooling than 
the majority of young people, whose schooldays finished with their primary years, 
when they entered apprenticeships, such as bootmaker Private Jim Howe of the 
Fourth Queensland Imperial Bushmen. Crotty writes, ‘over the period from 1870‒
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1920 discussion of the problem of boyhood shifted from a fear of moral degeneration 
to the fear that the rising generation would be unable to protect the new Australian 
nation’.82 It would appear that middle class males in male secondary school 
education received grooming to fit the militaristic ideal of the British Empire. 
‘Among the most durable and powerful imaginings of idealized masculinity with 
Western cultural traditions are those which have crystallized around the figure of the 
soldier as hero’, writes Graham Dawson.83  
 
‘The rally to the flag’, wrote Kennafick, ‘was essentially prompted by a 
determination to support England, whether right or wrong. Sympathisers with the 
Boers were found in all political parties but were most numerous in the ranks of the 
Labour Party. Labourites, like all other Australians, considered British protection 
indispensable; in a world of growing rivalries they also had to accept the 
implications of British Imperialist policies’.84 The Bulletin published the statistical 
disparity between the bully and the bullied: ‘The Boer never endangered the Empire. 
The population of 150,000, including his fellow countrymen in the Cape Colony, of 
perhaps, 600,000 men, women and children all counted were not enough to make 
one decent sized British city.
85
 Owen Coetzer quoted Dr. Arthur Conan Doyle, who 
worked as a medical practitioner in Bloemfontein: ‘the Boers have been the cheap 
victims of a great deal of cheap slander in the press. The men who have seen most of 
the Boers in the field are the most generous in estimating their character’.86  
 
The conservative newspapers filled their pages with war news and published 
accounts about the men and their letters that read like a serialised adventure story, 
almost like a Boys’ Own Annual, with the exception that these were young men sent 
to kill or be killed. The volunteers were the generation of young men raised on 
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Victorian literature that, according to Crotty, ‘promulgated aggressively masculine 
codes as found in Rider Haggard’s King Solomon’s Mines’.87 The letters these men 
wrote convey adventure amid adversity. The Queenslander published a letter found 
in a sealed bottle thrown overboard on 9 November by men of the number 16 Mess 
aboard the Cornwall taking the First Queensland Mounted Infantry through Bass 
Strait. The bottle was picked up at Wilson’s Promontory and the letter, signed by 
two corporals and eight privates, stated, ‘[w]e will make piecemeal of the Boers. 
With fond remembrance to the people of Australia and Queensland’. 88 
 
The Gympie Times published a letter Sergeant Harry Walker of One Mile, 
Gympie, had sent to his parents about the trip across with the First Queensland 
Mounted Infantry in the Cornwall, which was ‘carrying 160 tons of compressed 
fodder’.89 He stated:  
During the last three days the coalbunkers have been on fire. Yesterday the sea 
got up to an awful height the wind blowing hard all the time and an enormous 
wave came over the bows of the ship smashing all before it. Ten tons of 
compressed fodder packed on the forehatch was knocked down, fell against the 
stable, broke rails and uprights and five horses were knocked down, including 
Captain Reid’s black gelding and Sergeant Glasgow’s Bellringer.90 
 
Compressed fodder was in the news again. The Worker and the Brisbane 
Courier had reported their different versions of the ferocious debate in the House 
during October. Major Percy Ricardo had insisted that the compressed fodder be 
carried aboard the Cornwall. This cargo led to the hazardous accident and head 
injuries experienced by Private Edwards. ‘Young Edwards from Gympie was swept 
under several horses and was pulled out having received concussion and a nasty cut 
to his head, which needed five stitches’.91 
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The Gympie Times fed public interest in the war with letters from local 
troopers, including the confident, heroic tone of Corporal W. King’s letter and the 
homosocial endorsement by his fellow soldiers, who travelled on the train to De Aar 
as members of Captain Chauvel’s A Company. These men were proud of their image 
of the masculine male ready to fight, as Graham Dawson writes, for Queen, Country 
and Empire:
92
 
Some of the Colonials here have told us that our physique and appearance are 
above the average of the other troops and I can quite believe it, as we have 
been smartened up wonderfully and the discipline is splendid, thanks to our 
officers. I have read this letter out to the boys in our carriage and they say, give 
it to the papers for all the Gympie lads. All the contingent are ready for fight 
and the mournful tales of the wounded only make us more eager to be in the 
fighting.
93
 
 
An intensive search of The Worker revealed a half-page column under the 
heading ‘South Africa’, but did not include any of the emotive comment that readers 
of the conservative papers were absorbing. The Worker stated, ‘the Boer War 
continues fast and furious. Much slaughter took place in consequence of the sharp-
shooting Boers and the British cavalry were so exhausted after the battle of Graspan 
they were unable to pursue the Boers’.94  
 
The disparity in force numbers is evident in that General Cronje had 5,000 men 
posted on the Tugela Rive while General Buller, the British Commander-in-Chief, 
marched with a force of 28,000 men, to the relief of Ladysmith. Germany, in 
particular, cheered that the Afrikaners exposed British military weaknesses. The 
British responded by sending more troops and demanded greater contributions from 
the colonies. The Worker reported that the Jingo spirit was rampant in England and 
Joseph Chamberlain, the Secretary of State for the Colonies, had all but challenged 
the whole world to come on.
95
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The language in the editorials of the conservative newspapers, particularly The 
Queenslander, intensified following the ‘Black Week’ disasters. The editor penned 
terms such as honour, brotherhood, Empirehood, and unselfish nobleness. The 
patriotic fervour had the zeal and idealism of a religious revival rally. William 
Thorpe claimed that support for the war came from leading Protestant clergymen and 
lay people.
96
 As a whole, the Roman Catholic Church opposed this war. Archbishop 
Moran, the leader of the Roman Catholic Church in Australia, likened Britain’s 
attack on the Boers to Britain’s attack on the Irish; both were small independent 
nations at the mercy of British Empire armies. A search of the Nominal Rolls shows 
that Catholic men did not flock to the recruiting offices in Queensland in 
proportionate numbers to the men who gave their religious affiliation as Church of 
England.  
 
‘The Empire, stretching round the globe, has one heart, one head, one 
language, one policy’, writes Rennell, quoting a British newspaper that made this 
triumphant announcement in January 1900.
97
 These were racist, boastful words a 
month after the ‘Black Week’ when groups of Boer commandoes, farmers armed 
with rifles and mounted on ponies raised and hardened to life on the veldt, defeated 
the world’s most powerful army. The British feared that these defeats would signal 
their vulnerability to the European powers, particularly Germany.  
 
The apparent initial support from the colonies had been carefully manufactured 
or manipulated by Joseph Chamberlain, Secretary of State for the Colonies, in 
conjunction with pro-war colonial Premiers. The first was Queensland’s then 
Premier, James Dickson, who received support from the conservative press and the 
military leaders. This position was taken up by Robert Philp, who, throughout his 
Premiership, remained pro-war and supported brutal efforts to end the war. Geoffrey 
Bolton, Robert Philp’s biographer, described him as ‘the capitalist in politics, the Fat 
Man, the manipulative boodler satirized in the pages of The Worker and The 
Bulletin’.98 Philp fits the stereotype of the male politicians-cum-businessmen at the 
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heart of the Empire’s drive to wipe out the Boers and seize control of the gold and 
diamond wealth and enslave the black Africans to work in the mines.  
 
Robert Philp was a self-made Scottish immigrant, mining investor and part 
owner of a shipping line with fellow Scotsman, James Burns of Burns Philp & Co. 
This company sent ships to the Pacific Islands to kidnap islanders, known as 
Kanakas (the Polynesian word for ‘man’), and transport them to Queensland to work 
as indentured labourers in the developing sugar industry.  
 
In 1870, when Robert Philp was 19, he saw the tin mines around Stanthorpe 
and realised that mining investment was a way to make money. When Philp entered 
Parliament in 1886, he subsequently became the Minister for Mines. He maintained 
an interest in mining investments all his life, even at the risk of financial losses. The 
Worker described Philp as ‘the Northern boodler being the godfather of black labour 
and the patron of the land grant railway syndicate’.99 Geoffrey Bolton described 
Philp as a gambler. Philp had both political and personal interests in mining 
investments. After election as the member for Musgrave in 1886, he became the 
member for Townsville from 1888, holding the position until 1915. In his 29 years in 
the Queensland Legislative Assembly, he held several portfolios, most 
conspicuously mining. Philp was Minister for Mines and Public Works from 1893‒
1896, then Secretary of Mines from 1896 to 1899 when he became Treasurer and 
Secretary for Mines from December 1899.
100
 Philp’s support of the war in South 
Africa has further relevance in Bolton’s claim that he pursued South African 
investment into the mining industry in Queensland.
101
  
 
In North Queensland, the Mackay men responded quickly to the call for a 
Second Contingent. Thirty-seven volunteers applied and on 2 January 1900, the 
Brisbane Courier reported their great military spirit. The School of Arts was 
crowded for a concert in which patriotic songs were sung, with the audience joining 
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in Kipling’s popular verse, ‘The Absent-Minded Beggar’. This community event 
raised funds as well as Empire loyalties. The Mayor, Alderman Hodges, addressed 
the men. In a forceful and eloquent speech, he reminded them of their duty to the 
mother country and the colour (the flag) and urged them to emulate the deeds of their 
ancestors. The Mayor’s words were also for the benefit of the crowd gathered in the 
School of Arts: ‘Great Britain was now engaged in fighting not only the Boers but 
the European Powers who wanted to humble Britain’s pride and destroy the freedom 
of Britain’s greatness’. On New Year’s Eve, more than 2,000 people cheered and 
sang ‘Auld Lang Syne’ on the wharf at 9.30 pm and saw the men depart for Brisbane 
on the steamer Peregrine.
102
 
 
Across colonial Australia, men, including members of the Police Force, 
besieged army offices to enrol. War preparations provided entertainment for 
thousands of people who watched the volunteers engage in musketry and 
horsemanship tasks at Randwick in Sydney. The Brisbane Courier reported that the 
Western Australians had raised a mounted contingent of 100 men and 135 horses for 
South Africa.
103
 All this public response and military activity endorsed Ottosen’s 
third stage, ‘Implementation’ for war, in which the hearts and minds of the people 
were won over. 
 
Further endorsement for this war came from Queensland’s Lieutenant 
Governor, Sir Samuel Griffith, a leading Protestant layperson. He had grown up in 
the democratic traditions of the Congregational Church of which his father, the 
Revd. Edward Griffith, was the leading clergyman in Brisbane. When his father died 
in 1891, Sir Samuel then joined the St John’s Cathedral congregation. The 
Queenslander reported that when the Second Contingent was farewelled in Brisbane, 
Sir Samuel Griffith, attended by members of the Legislature, made a brief speech to 
the men and then called for three cheers for the Queen. Then the crowd, still in 
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celebratory mood, gave hearty cheers for Her Majesty’s representative, for the 
contingent and for Colonel Lyster.
104
 
 
Shula Marks reviews several major works on how the media as well as church 
magazines used propaganda to support this war. Wesleyan Methodism legitimised 
war by providing it with a strong religious sanction. Missionaries became army 
chaplains during the war and exploited Wesleyan evangelism which ‘reinforced the 
popular notion that the war against the Boers as ‘the Lord’s battle ‘in which a British 
victory would bring glory to His name’.105 
 
‘There can be little doubt that non-conformity sanctified military involvement 
in the war. Any pacifism which might have been present in dissenting Christianity 
was systematically eroded by the militarisation of British society and widely held 
notions about the God-given role of Britain to subjugate colonial people’, claims 
Cuthbertson. The editor of the Methodist Times robustly defended this war.
106
 This 
influence in the international world of Methodism probably influenced other church 
members in the colonies, including the editor of the Brisbane Courier, C Brunsdon 
Fletcher, who was a member of Brisbane’s Albert Street Methodist church.107 
 
After the three British losses on the veldt in December 1899 and the rally to 
the Empire’s cause, the conservative Queenslander gloated, ‘[t]here is an end now to 
the loose talk indulged in not so long ago in some quarters of Australian 
independence and of a Federation in which the first steps would be “cutting the 
painter’’. This Transvaal war and Australia’s part in it has ended the republican 
dream’.108 Then it hit out at Anderson Dawson, ‘the republican dream was first 
ventilated by the late Premier Byrnes and more recently by the Leader of the Labour 
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Party in the House when sending the First Contingent was opposed. It will never 
raise its head again. Common action and common suffering have made Britain and 
Australia as one’.109 
 
Following ‘Black Week’, the Queensland Government, in consultation with 
the Queensland Defence Force, recruited, equipped and sent a Second Contingent, 
then a Third, followed by a Fourth, between January and May 1900. The Brisbane 
Courier reported: ‘about 230 men had volunteered for the Second Contingent and 
been examined by the Commanding Officer, and 158 had been passed for medical 
examination’.110 Therefore, 72 men or approximately 30 per cent did not pass the 
first interview and were considered unfit for military service. This evidence of poor 
health in young Queensland males indicates that the Government Medical Officer 
conducted very rigid assessments or the volunteers were in poor physical condition.  
 
There were several reasons for poor health among this group of men. Thomas 
Glassey brought the issue before the final sittings in the House and asked for a Royal 
Commission. The Worker explained that many wealthy station owners provided sub-
standard sleeping accommodation and sanitation in the sheds and huts as well as the 
polluted water that bush workers drunk. These factors were largely responsible for 
the dreaded spectre of typhoid that haunted the lives of many.
111
 The volunteers who 
had been unemployed during the 1890s financial collapse had been undernourished 
and therefore unfit for military duties. A further possibility is that the men were so 
desperate to get paid work that they had exaggerated their ability to ride and to shoot. 
 
On 1 January 1900, following the deaths of two Queenslanders on the veldt, 
Private Victor Stanley Jones and Private D.C. McLeod from the Mount Morgan 
Mining Company, the proprietors of the Brisbane Courier, opened a subscription list 
for the Patriotic Fund. It was to benefit men of the Queensland contingents who 
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suffered during the war. The General Manager and officers subscribed a sum of 
£150. The Directors of the Union Bank of Australia, through A.H. Chambers, their 
Queensland inspector, notified Premier Philp that they had each decided to donate a 
sum of £50 to the Patriotic Funds. They were a significant group in Brisbane society, 
seeking an outlet for pent-up patriotic feelings and hoping for some Queensland 
Government accounts. The members of the Police Force in Charters Towers decided 
to pay monthly contributions into the fund.
112
 The Courier announced that it had 
received some handsome donations to the Patriotic Fund. By New Year 1900, the 
‘Courier’ Patriotic Fund totalled £3,302 8d.113 
 
‘A coalition of loyalists and opportunists conducted Australia’s war effort in 
South Africa’, wrote Craig Wilcox.114 The Revd. Dr. Frackelton, the Presbyterian 
minister of Ann Street Presbyterian Church, Brisbane, and Mrs. Frackelton were 
among the loyalists who contributed. Each donated one guinea. The Brisbane 
Liedertafel held a Grand Concert in the Centennial Hall on Thursday 28 December 
1899 in aid of the Patriotic Fund. Tickets were 2/6d each at Paling’s. The 
promotional tag on the Brisbane Courier advertisement was ‘[s]o we’ll help the 
Homes our Tommy’s left behind’.115  
 
Men who enlisted for the Second Contingent in their country towns attended 
celebratory farewell functions similar to those organised by the citizens of 
Maryborough to farewell their local lads.
116
 After several weeks in camp at Fort 
Lytton, the enlisted volunteers paraded through the city streets of Brisbane, mounted 
and fully equipped to sail off to war. Sir Samuel Griffith inspected the troops before 
they returned through town to the camp at Ekibin, where a number of the soldiers, 
either through carelessness as horsemen or exhaustion, fell from their horses. The 
officers in this intake were young. These accidents indicate that some of men were 
not experienced horsemen or that some of the horses had not been fully broken in. 
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The horse ridden by C.F. Peterson reared and fell on him. Trueman fell from his 
horse and dislocated his shoulder.
117
  
 
Despite these accidents, stores were packed aboard the Maori King berthed at 
Brett’s Wharf, South Brisbane, in preparation for sailing. As there was no setting-up 
space aboard the Maori King, so there would be no drill during the month-long 
voyage to South Africa. The Queenslander printed the realistic comment that to train 
volunteers into mounted infantry in a fortnight was a hopeless task and that the men 
must trust to whatever presented at Cape Town for a good setting-up drill before 
being advanced to the fighting line.
118
 
 
The Second Contingent sailed on 13 January 1900 with 10 officers, 144 men 
and 178 horses. Lt. Colonel Kenneth Hutchison reported a lot of seasickness on the 
voyage from Brisbane to Sydney.
119
 The relieved troops came ashore and joined the 
big city march. The Gympie Times exulted that this was the biggest event ever seen 
in this or any other Australian colony. The police led the procession followed by the 
Lancers band, the Governor and the contingents followed by various military bodies. 
Thousands of people thronged the streets and nearby buildings and cheered wildly. 
Women mobbed the men in uniforms, particularly several tall good-looking 
members of the Second Contingent. The men embarked on the Maori King, which 
then steamed out of Sydney Harbour amid a flotilla of craft.
120
 
 
On 20 January 1900, The Queenslander published a poem of three stanzas 
titled ‘Good Luck’ and written by George Essex Evans: 
Off! Contingent Number Two 
Queensland’s eyes are watching you. 
Fight as well as Number One did 
— But that’s just what you will do. 
But beware the Flemish maiden, 
Though she’s spacious, round and ample 
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Queensland’s got a better sample 
And her heart and hopes are with you 
Till you come back glory-laden.
121
 
 
The sexist reference to ‘the spacious, round and ample Flemish maiden’ 
reveals how this war was trivialised, and ignored the shocking realities that these 
women on the veldt faced when thousands of young males militarised their civilian 
lives. Soon after ‘Black Week’ in December 1899, the British resorted to both 
systematic and random destruction.
122
 These Second Contingent soldiers were to 
carry out ‘the scorched earth policy’ decreed by Lord Roberts: destroy Boer 
farmhouses, capture women and children and then cart them into concentration 
camps. The Laws of War signed at The Hague were not worth the paper they had 
been written on because the British ‘carried out the scorched earth policy often like 
some Sunday sport’, wrote Owen Coetzer.123 British editor W.T. Stead claimed that 
this was ‘an unjust war that brought out the worst in the British troops and public’. 
Stead wrote that when Britain let loose over 200,000 men freed of all the restraints of 
public opinions to burn and destroy the land, homes and lives in another country; it 
was not rational to believe that the Dutch women would escape untouched.
124
 
 
In January 1900, the sight of so many men in uniform led Delphia, a journalist 
with The Queenslander, to write a glowing tribute, as much in praise of these 
volunteers as to encourage more men to volunteer: 
The eighty mounted men presented an attractive appearance in their spotless 
attire; stalwart, big-boned figures, soldierly in their attitude, and under the 
stimulating excitement of being ready for South Africa. They have been 
transformed from the shirt-sleeved, mud-stained weather-beaten group in tents 
at Pinkenba. 
 
Delphia’s description of the volunteers’ varied occupations was probably 
written to show that most men were ‘patriotic’ and loyal to the Empire: 
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The men belong to every station in life, and to almost every profession. Station 
managers, graziers, selectors, miners, barristers, at least one bank manager, 
kangaroo shooters, men who call themselves station hands and rouseabouts, 
railway employees, tram drivers and conductors, policemen, men from the city 
and the remote interior. These are some of the heterogeneous elements that the 
red-hot furnace of war is welding here in Queensland into a beautiful but 
destructive machine.
125
 
 
Delphi’s mixed metaphor, the ‘beautiful but destructive’ war machine, 
conveyed the contradictions of war and warriors. These young men, then the finest 
and fittest in colonial Queensland, were being sent overseas as trained killers. Karl 
von Clauswitz, whose 19th century writing on the theory of war became the gospel 
for succeeding generations of soldiers, wrote that ‘to introduce into a philosophy of 
war a principle of moderation would be an absurdity. War is an act of violence 
pushed to its utmost bounds’.126 
 
‘Beautiful’ must have been Delphia’s deliberate choice to lessen the obscenity 
of the words ‘destructive war machine’. Her journalistic approach was devious 
because she wrote her articles under the header ‘Letters from a Mother’. That title 
would indicate nurturance but the tone, focus and language of her articles played into 
the conservative influences that encouraged civilian Queenslanders to support the 
war against the Boers. John Pilger, a leading Australian journalist, describes the 
media as both a victim of and a collaborator in the narrowing of information and 
ideas.
127
 
 
Delphia’s comments in The Queenslander defined the ideal Australian man 
through identity with the national interest, through dress, bodily appearance, conduct 
and mode of accepting the nation’s ‘manifest destiny’ as an outpost of the then 
mightiest Empire on earth. Through articles in the conservative newspapers and 
military parades, the Bushmen became the heroic Australian male to be redefined in 
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the Great War by war correspondent C.E.W. Bean as ‘the Digger’. Graham Dawson 
writes:  
Masculine identities are lived out in the flesh, but fashioned in the imagination. 
The ‘imagining ‘ of masculinities is not simply a matter of defining those roles, 
traits or behaviours considered normal or appropriate for ‘men’ in any 
particular cultural context. Rather, it indicates the process by which such 
norms are subjectively entered into and lived in or ‘inhabited’, so as to enable a 
relatively coherent sense of one’s self as a man to be secured and recognised 
by others.
128
 
 
The language in the conservative Brisbane Courier had become increasingly 
militaristic, as the phrase ‘destructive war machine’ demonstrates in reference to the 
hastily raised Second Contingent of Queensland Mounted Infantry that was to sail in 
the Maori King in January 1900. Before the Maori King set sail, Premier Philp 
inspected the fittings for the horses, particularly the spaces set apart for the 
contingent and the men’s comfort. He was generally satisfied, but urged the Captain 
to sail as soon as possible. Lieutenant Colonel Lyster, the Acting Commandant, 
accompanied Premier Philp, as did J.R. Dickson, T. Macdonald-Paterson and James 
Cowlishaw.
129
 The Maori King had enough coal on board to sail non-stop to the 
Cape before refuelling and sailing on to London. 
 
That the colony was in war mode and focussed on raising, equipping and 
sending contingents of mounted troops demonstrates Ottosen’s third stage in 
building public support for war, ‘Implementation’. Following ‘Black Week’, the 
Courier stated: 
The struggle with the Boers had become under Continental pressure a giant 
fight for the flag. Nothing has served to show what this means than the 
outpouring in aid of those who are bearing the brunt of battle. Some critics 
have asked why should we establish a Patriotic Fund here when the 
Government has declared its willingness to do what is necessary. Why 
interfere with the State? That would be so if Socialism prevailed but in these 
days of individualism and personal liberty each citizen feels that he or she 
must do something. If a man cannot fight, he can assist others to fight; and the 
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women will give or prompt others to do so. The Patriotic Fund is an outlet for 
pent-up feelings.
130
 
 
The Courier opened the Patriotic Fund in New Year 1900. As Philp insisted, 
‘on 8 January the various patriotic funds were amalgamated into one general fund 
under the name of the Queensland Patriotic Fund, and were placed under the control 
and supervision of a General Committee and then on 15 January, an Executive 
Committee’. Philp was one of the Trustees.131  
 
‘This war will be a good thing for us in the end if only it stirs us to get our own 
house in order. We will have a sense of reality in our soldiering as never before. The 
Federal Government — ere long — will be prepared to spend on it and our people 
will readily offer themselves for the service’, declared The Queenslander editorial in 
January 1900, just after the Second Contingent sailed out of Brisbane.
132
 This 
statement confirms the criticisms raised by Labour politicians such as Scotsman and 
Gympie MLA Andrew Fisher who declared his loyalty to the mother country when 
he delivered a well-informed speech on federalism during the June 1899 debate in 
the House, declaring:  
If there is one danger I see or dread, it is the initiation in this large continent of 
large military establishments for really useless purposes. We are always liable 
to attack. In this country the establishment of a military service will go far 
beyond the requirements of our continent. I dread the expenditure because all 
military expenditure is positively useless and sometimes it is dangerous to 
have a military class at the head of government. The issue of federation has 
also been confused with the subject of Imperial federation.
133
  
 
On 20 January 1900, the Gympie Times reported a Sydney telegram that 
showed no respect for the rights of free speech as well as the power of a Minister of 
the Crown to control the loyalty of public servants: 
Some cases of disloyalty amongst officers in the public departments have been 
brought under the notice of Ministers and investigations are being made. The 
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Minister for Defence declares that if any man in receipt of pay from the 
Government is unable to support the Empire at this juncture he ought to have 
the decency to seek other employment.
134
 
 
The picture that emerged from South Africa contradicted the patriotic rhetoric 
of sending the first two contingents of volunteer soldiers to fight the Boers. Out on 
the veldt, the troop numbers diminished, as men sought employment in the railways 
and by the end of August 1900, Captain Chauvel was in charge of 30 men, the 
remnant of the First and Second Contingents outside Pretoria.
135
 The British created 
an organisation of 20,000 men, a tenth of their overall strength, to ensure the 
continued operation of the railways. 
136
 
 
The Queensland Education Department censored the political opinions of 
schoolteachers, as this telegram stated: ‘Several cases of disloyalty among 
schoolteachers have been brought to the attention of the Minister for Education’.137 
Delphia, The Queenslander journalist, wrote that news was censored in the colony. 
Her article, ‘Letter from a Mother’, published after the ‘Black Week’, described the 
‘wise censorship’ of the news. She exonerated the criticism of Joseph Chamberlain, 
saying that ‘the coldest tempers make the soundest thinkers and the safest guides and 
administrators’.138  
 
Delphia’s penmanship about the Relief of Mafeking on 18 May 1900 conveyed 
a maternal, confiding reassurance: 
Dear Sons and Daughters,  
There is good news to tell. News that will cheer your hearts and dispel the 
despondency that previous war reverses created. Everyone was expecting good 
news from brave little Ladysmith and far-away Mafeking then came the 
startling cablegram telling of the relief of Kimberley on the 15
th
. One of the 
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luxuries of town life is the early perusal of the morning paper (en dishabille) in 
a cool corner of the verandah with the fresh morning air free of mosquitoes. 
You have noticed lately that there has been a wise censorship of the 
cablegrams from South Africa; the whole of the civilised world has not been 
pre-admonished of the proposed military movements of the generals, neither 
has the expectant public been taken into the confidence of the Field Marshal, 
with the result that the relief of the Kimberley came as a big surprise with our 
mutational cup of coffee.
139
 
 
The Gympie Times reported that Philp wanted the public to assist the 
government to equip and dispatch a Third Contingent. Philp said that if gifts of 
horses were provided they could get the contingent away within three weeks.
140
 The 
Queenslander drove public support for this war by appealing to the patriotism of 
Southern Queensland graziers to provide horses.
141
 The Third Queensland Mounted 
Infantry sailed on 1 March 1900 aboard the Duke of Portland with 14 officers, 302 
men and 406 horses. Men responded to an appeal for more volunteers for another 
contingent; the Fourth Queensland Imperial Bushmen. In drought-stricken rural areas 
where cash was scarce, country people donated horses to the contingents, even 
though reports were to hand about the number of horses that died in the dangerous 
sea-voyage around the Australian coast to South Africa.  
 
In the gendered roles of warfare, The Queenslander encouraged men to enlist 
to fight, and encouraged women and children to engage in loyal and patriotic 
fundraising activities. Women were encouraged to raise funds ‘for the relief, 
assistance and benefit of such volunteers and their relatives and dependants as might 
be found expedient’.142 On 23 January 1900, the Gympie Times published a letter 
from the Mayoress of Gympie, Mrs. M.F. Mulcahy, who was also the President of 
the Gympie Patriotic Fund: ‘As a woman I appeal to all the women of Gympie for 
their aid and assistance in making a success of the Patriotic undertaking on 15 
February. We women can do little to help those engaged in this terrible war but we 
can at least put all our efforts and unite in raising money to provide for the wives, 
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children and relatives of those wounded or killed’.143 Vyvyan H. Tozer reported that 
the Australian Mutual Provident Society had agreed to accept the risk on the lives of 
the local members of the Second Queensland contingent. The premiums averaged 
£14 per man, with five per cent added for war risk. The Patriotic Fund paid the 
men’s insurances.144 
 
Military officers’ wives, particularly Mrs. Percy Pinnock and Mrs. Lyster, 
were members of the social elite of Brisbane women who raised money to provide an 
ambulance wagon. They sent an immense quantity of clothing, comforts and luxuries 
gifted by the women of Queensland to South Africa with the Third Queensland 
Mounted Infantry. Delphia advised the women who knitted the Balaclavas and Tam 
O’Shanters to write their names and addresses on pretty card and then send them 
with the knitted items, just in case the boys got lonely on the veldt and chose to 
write.
145
 From Delphia’s columns, the historian learns that the military service at the 
Exhibition Hall was essentially a colonial spectacle, held before the troops of the 
Third Queensland Mounted Infantry boarded the Duke of Portland and sailed for 
South Africa on 1 March 1900. 
 
On 12 March 1900, The Queenslander reported that possibly the largest public 
gathering of people ever witnessed in Brisbane attended the Patriotic Carnival in the 
Domain. The crowds listened to an orchestra under the baton of Signor Truda and a 
choir of 600 children conducted by A. Kaye. The Brisbane Ladies Club represented 
the Union Jack, while the Queensland Ladies represented Britannia. Three hundred 
cyclists from the Brisbane Bicycle Club celebrated the laurels they won for their 
display. They had arranged a gun carriage on an imitation canon labelled ‘Joe 
Chamberlain’ and another contraption that looked like a rickshaw and was called 
‘Little Bobs chariot’, a tribute to the Commander-in-Chief, Lord Roberts. The finale 
of this event was a mock battle by Britons over the Boers, in which the former were 
victorious. Emmanuel Le Roy Ladurie notes that throughout Europe, guns replaced 
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the archery contests that accompanied many festive occasions. Guns became a 
prominent feature of carnival; they were carried proudly by men processing through 
the streets; shaken at effigies of unpopular leaders or fixed in multi-gun salutes.
146
 
 
The Patriotic Carnival in the Domain entertained Brisbane’s citizens, displayed 
patriotism for the Empire and significantly raised £1,200 for the Patriotic Fund.
147
 
‘Patriotic funds’, writes Melanie Oppenheimer, ‘were popular with a broad section 
of the colonial population, and they played a very important role in mobilising the 
population at large in support of the war effort’.148 
 
The link between militarism and religion was confirmed when Bishop Stretch 
preached, assisted by the Revd. C.V.P. Day, who had volunteered and been accepted 
to sail as chaplain with the Fourth Queensland Imperial Bushmen. Delphia’s report 
reads almost like a breathless adoring fan when she described the 310 men of all 
ranks of the Third Queensland Mounted Infantry. ‘They were dressed in their blue 
dungaree jumpers, like musterers and bushmen, they all have bronzed Australian 
complexions, cropped hair and are lean, spare, nimble and lithe-looking’.149 
 
The Bush Girls of Queensland showed their support for the men. They raised 
funds and presented a silver bugle to Major Walter Tunbridge, the Commanding 
Officer of the Third Contingent, who handed the instrument to Bugler Harry Early, 
who played Advance, and the stirring sound echoed over Pinkenba. People cheered 
loudly after Colonel Sanderson Lyster read the message from the Bush Girls of 
Queensland: ‘God speed you and grant you a safe return to these shores. We wish 
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you farewell, and feel that the honour of the Queensland bush is safe in your 
hands’.150 
 
The reality of death in war appeared in the same newspapers that farewelled 
the men of the Third Contingent. The death of a member of the First Contingent was 
published inside a black border in the Mount Morgan Argus. It expressed sympathy 
for his bereaved relatives. The cultural approval of the hero’s death in war affirmed a 
man’s ‘masculinity’, clearly evident in the wording ‘a soldier’s death’ and ‘a 
reputation as a man’: 
‘Dulce et Decorum est pro Patria Mori.’ 
Private Herbert Reece has met a soldier’s death fighting for the Queen, and 
country. His many friends heard the news with heart-felt sorrow and the 
community realises that another good man has gone. He was a member of the 
Mount Morgan Masonic Lodge, and at one time filled the junior warden’s 
chair, and during this residence here he earned a well-deserved popularity and 
had the reputation of being a man.
151
 
 
In writing about War in The Last Dance, Encountering Death and Dying, De 
Spelder and Strickland assert, ‘[w]ar abrogates the conventional sanctions against 
killing by substituting a different set of conventions and rules about moral conduct. 
In war, killing is not only acceptable and necessary, but possibly heroic’.152 In 1900, 
the majority of people died at home. While the experience of death often held fears 
and grave doubts about human mortality and afterlife, people in that era regularly 
visited cemeteries where their loved ones were buried. However, the tragedy of death 
in war was the violence and the youth of the masculine victim. Deep within the 
human psyche were myths of ancient Biblical and Greek warriors who died heroic 
deaths. 
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When the Fourth Contingent was ready to sail, it was delayed because the 
Manchester Port had collided with a rock and been damaged as the ship was being 
tugged up the Brisbane River to Pinkenba to be loaded with the troops, horses, 
victuals and fodder. The ship had to be tugged back to Sydney for repairs. Their 
departure was delayed a fortnight until mid-May 1900. The Courier screamed pro-
Boer sabotage, but the fact was that the Brisbane River needed dredging.
153
  
 
The newspapers were full of news about Mafeking and described the heroic, 
courageous and plucky stand by Baden Powell. Paula M. Krebs claims that both the 
supporters and critics of Baden Powell agree that he provoked a ‘siege’ in the first 
place for reasons of military strategy.
154
 The press and the military brought about the 
celebrations for the relief of Mafeking and fashioned its own public image. Mafeking 
Night marks the emergence of the benign entity of the middle class mob: the New 
Imperialism and the New Journalism.
155
  
 
The Governor, Lord Lamington, and Lady Lamington returned from Britain in 
April 1900 and the social life of garden parties began again at Government House at 
the end of George Street. The Vice-Regal couple held a Garden Party for the Fourth 
Queensland Imperial Bushmen. The newspaper publicity for this event was a 
calculated exercise in public relations. The Queenslander read: 
The photographers were actively at work; the afternoon being so bright and 
clear, there is no doubt that the whole of the changing scenes — the march past 
the Governor, the subsequent muster of the contingent and the Vice-Regal 
group will be well depicted and the photos afterwards treasured by the visitors 
and volunteers as mementoes of a very happy afternoon’s experience. Lady 
Lamington, attired in a pretty mauve and pale green floral gown, stood beside 
the Governor during the military salute. All the officers were introduced and 
shook hands with their Excellencies.
156
 
 
The Queenslander’s report reveals the propaganda style the paper used to 
create emotive interest in the war: ‘All the nurses who were invited from the General 
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Hospital appeared in their uniforms affording a sympathetic touch to the military 
scene’.157 The Headquarters’ Bandsmen, dressed in their scarlet uniforms and white 
helmets, added more colour as they rendered patriotic national airs and occasional 
selections from popular operas. Theatricality is evident in the colourful uniforms of 
senior military officers, the bandsmen and the nurses on the lawns at the Government 
House Garden Party. The influence and power of Imperialism was particularly 
inspired by the magnificent uniform of the 21st Lancers worn by Colonel Finn at 
official functions in Brisbane. Delphia also described Colonel Sanderson Lyster in 
his handsome scarlet uniform.
158
 The red military uniforms of these senior officers 
identified with the British Empire that had painted the map of the world red.  
 
The Imperial War Office subsidised the pay of the Fourth Queensland Imperial 
Bushmen, the 26 officers and 368 men who sailed from Brisbane in May 1900 with 
512 horses on the Manchester Port. The only Queensland chaplain, Englishman, 
Rev. C.V.P. Day of Christ Church, Milton, travelled with this contingent. Private 
Peter Hastie, who must have been ill when he boarded the ship, had to be admitted to 
St Vincent’s Hospital in Sydney, where he died of pneumonia on 23 May. On 10 
July 1899, Premier Dickson had offered 250 men and a machine gun section, but by 
May 1900, the colony of Queensland had more than honoured his offer and had 
raised and sent 64 officers, 1,062 men and 1,377 horses to fight Britain’s war on the 
South African veldt. Len Field wrote that ‘the final cost of the war to Britain was 
estimated at a staggering £242,000,000, of which payments to the Army, Militia, 
Colonials and Yeomanry, were estimated at almost £68,000,000. It was estimated 
that transport for one man and his horse to South Africa cost £84.0s.0d’.159 
 
The Worker (Brisbane) criticised commissions for ‘the stripling sons of 
Ministers,’ when it referred to the officer ranks of Lieutenant given to Colin Philp 
and Campbell Cowley, son of the Speaker of the House, A.S. Cowley. These 
commissions meant that these two young men benefited by eating at the officers’ 
tables and were paid at much higher rates than the 4/6 per diem they would have 
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received as Privates. The youth of Philp and Cowley is evident in a photograph with 
a group of eight older officers published in The Queenslander in 1901.
160
 Premier 
Philp used his political status in an attempt to further his son’s career in the military, 
and provided a letter to Lord Roberts to facilitate the transfer of Lieutenant Colin 
Philp to the British ranks. It did not happen, but Colin Philp enlisted a second time 
with the Sixth Contingent that sailed in September 1901.
161
 
 
The public offered gifts to the troops. The Australian Pastoral Company, 
through W. Forrest MLC, offered 20 useful and serviceable mounted infantry horses 
currently on Inkerman Station. The Bundaberg Distillery gifted five hogsheads of 
rum. The Queensland Meat Export Company at Townsville sent £500 of meat 
extract. In Queensland, there does not appear to be evidence that troops were funded 
by private and public subscriptions to the extent that Lord Strathcona, the wealthy 
Scotsman, Donald Smith, then Canadian High Commissioner in England, offered to 
equip and maintain a body of 400 rough riders from the North-west province of 
Canada, which cost £1,000,000.
162
 G.B. Barton listed the names of wealthy donors in 
Sydney,
163
 who were loyal supporters of the Empire. Mr. W. R. Hall and Mr. 
McCaughey each donated £5000, followed by Mr. S. Hordern, £3000, Mr. W.E. 
Sparks, £2000 and £1,000 each from John Fairfax & Sons, Mr. P.H. Osborne & Miss 
Eadith Walker. The wealthiest people in Sydney provided £23,000 to equip the New 
South Wales war effort against the Transvaal and Orange Free State. Eadith Walker 
was the extremely wealthy sole heir of the estate of her father, Thomas Walker, who 
died in 1886.
164
  
 
The Maryborough Chronicle carried extensive news about the Transvaal war 
and gave readers different opinions. One report in May 1900 stated that two 
members of the Legislative Assembly, Messrs Reid and Bowman, had called at The 
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Worker office and reported on their trip to the south-western districts. The two 
politicians commented on the lack of enthusiasm for Queenslanders being involved 
in the fight against the Boers: 
The big majority of men in the south-western districts are decided against the 
war and have been from the commencement. They regarded it as unjustifiable 
and much more so any participation in it by Australian colonies.
165
 
 
The Worker described the hardships of people on the land who had been worn 
down by long years of drought. Reid and Bowman compared the rural lifestyles in 
Western Queensland and lifestyles of people farming on the veldt: 
The pastoral life they lead no doubt helps to create within them a sympathetic 
feeling towards the Boers; in addition to which many of them know from bitter 
experiences what it is to suffer at the hands of mining sharks and soulless 
speculators. If the western districts were polled on the question of the war and 
the sending of contingents to South Africa we honestly believe that at least 
75% of the votes would be recorded against the action of the Government in 
this connection. Many of the station managers and men who are always on the 
side of the Government reckon that the war should never have been started and 
that the Imperial authorities should have resorted to arbitration.
166
  
 
Just as the conservative newspapers censored the flow of information to the 
public, so too did powerful people in the community. The Mount Morgan Argus, in 
May 1900, revealed how a member of the School of Arts Committee limited public 
access to overseas newspaper that expressed anti-war views. This action was an 
example of ‘Implementation’, Ottosen’s third stage of his theory that shows how 
powerbrokers encourage a community to support war. The Mount Morgan Argus 
quoted the Chairman, Dr. S.J. Richard, a man of local respectability, who claimed he 
liked hearing both sides of an argument but disliked having certain papers in the 
public reading room. ‘The policy of Reynolds Newspaper appears to be open 
rejoicing at every defeat of the British forces in South Africa. It was beyond 
toleration’. George Reynolds had established his newspaper in 1850 and it had wide 
circulation among the working classes.
167
 The Mt. Morgan Library Committee 
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agreed to stop its subscription to Reynolds Newspaper, but resolved to bind the 
papers, Army and Navy, London New, Graphic, Sketch and Scientific America.
168
  
 
In March 1900, the editor of the Maryborough Chronicle did not appear to 
have exercised the censorship that applied to the Brisbane Courier. Amid reports 
on the war, the Maryborough Chronicle gave its readers a Boer perspective on the 
war.
169
 The farm-burnings and concentration camp abuses ordered by the British 
Commanders in Chief, Lord Roberts and Lord Kitchener, distressed the Boers. 
The Maryborough Chronicle published their protest letter signed by the President 
of the South African Republic and the President of the Orange Free State and sent 
to Lord Roberts, Commander of Her Majesty’s forces in South Africa and 
published in the Cape Times on 7 February 1900. This is evidence that soon after 
’Black Week’, the British introduced the ‘scorched earth policy’ against civilians 
and broke the Peace Treaty signed in July 1899 at The Hague: 
From their Honors, the President of the Orange Free State and the President 
of the South African Republic to Field Marshall Lord Roberts, 
Commanding her Majesty’s forces in South Africa. 
Bloemfontein, February 3 
We learn from many sides that the British troops contrary to the recognised 
usages of war, are guilty of the destruction of burning and blowing up with 
dynamite of farmhouses, of the devastation of farms and the goods therein, 
where by unprotected women and children are often deprived of food and 
cover. This happens not only in the places where barbarians are encouraged 
by British officers, but even in the Cape Colony and in this State where 
white brigands come out from the theatre of war with the evident intention 
of carrying out a general devastation, without any recognised by the 
customs of war, and without in any way furthering the operation. We wish 
earnestly to protest against such acts.  
Signed 
President SAR (ZAR Zuid Afrikaansche Republick)  
President OFS (OVS Oranje Vrij Staat) 
 
Six months after ‘Black Week’, the British were winning the war, as Lord 
Roberts sent out more colonial troops and Tommies to carry out his ‘scorched earth 
                                                 
168
 Mount Morgan Argus, 11 May 1900. 
169
 Maryborough Chronicle, 10 March 1900. 
126 
 
policy’. This action was in breach of the Peace Treaty signed in July 1899 at The 
Hague. The Peace Treaty was ignored in order for the British Empire to become 
dominant again. The siege of Mafeking had ended in Empire-wide celebrations in 
May. The British Empire had gone from humiliation to triumph. On 5 June 1900, the 
Union Jack was hoist over government buildings as the British took control of the 
Transvaal capital, Pretoria. It is not surprising that the members of the Fourth 
Queensland Imperial Bushmen worried that the war would be over before they 
arrived in South Africa. The Queenslander related, ‘the leading English newspapers 
generally agree that the war in South Africa is practically over. Great Britain’s task 
is policing and pacification’. It also published a report from The New York Times: 
‘Lord Roberts had carried the campaign to a successful closure and saved the British 
Empire’.170 
 
Gender roles entered into the fares paid by the Queensland Government. Fares 
for the soldiers of all ranks, their horses and victuals for a month at sea, as well as 
fodder for the horses, veterinary officers and the chaplain, were paid, but not for the 
nurses. Early in 1900, numbers of Australian nurses had been sponsored in New 
South Wales and Victoria. However, in Queensland, Premier Philp did not support 
the two nurses from Dr. Harre’s Typhoid Unit at the Brisbane General Hospital who 
offered to go. These highly trained professionals, Sister Plover and Sister Armstrong, 
knew their skills were needed and paid their own way to South Africa. The 
Queenslander published photographs of Sister Gertrude Fletcher as well as a 
photograph of Nurse Beatrice Huston from the Clermont hospital with the Clermont 
boys at Enoggera Army Camp.
171
 The 60 or so Australian nurses who served the 
Empire in this theatre of war were ignored in P.L. Murray’s work, The Official 
Records of the Australian Contingents to the War in South Africa 1899‒1902.172 The 
public was interested in women going to war as nurses. Their letters to Delphia were 
published in The Queenslander and made popular reading.
173
 The nurses wanted 
publicity because their military service was another means by which they were 
seeking increased professional recognition. 
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‘Medical science had developed to the stage that death from typhoid was 
preventable by the time of the South African war’, writes Huckstep.174 
Unfortunately, the British Army had not made the anti-typhoid inoculation 
compulsory. Arthur Conan Doyle MRCP, MD, was a physician during the typhoid 
epidemic. He was appointed to Langman’s Hospital, financed by the British 
philanthropist John Lawrence Langman in Bloemfontein during the height of the 
epidemic between April and June 1900. There were over 5,000 cases and 1,000 
deaths.
175
 William Burdett-Coutts, Parliamentarian for Westminster and journalist 
for The Times, London, visited Bloemfontein for seven weeks. He was shocked by 
the state of sick and dying soldiers lying on the ground in the heat at field hospitals 
with no beds, no stretchers, no nurses, no proper ambulances, no medicines and no 
food. He wrote ‘The Hospital Scandal’, a series of scathing articles of the British 
Army Medical Services. The British military authorities in South Africa had not 
prepared for an epidemic of enteric fever, nor had the colonial administrators. When 
The Times published it on 27 June 1900, questions were raised in Parliament and in 
the press.
176
 Of the more than half a million men sent to South Africa, more than one 
tenth — 57,684 — developed typhoid. Over 8,000 of them died, a higher death toll 
than the 7,582 men killed in action on the veldt. Animal dung and carcases were 
prevalent and dust carried the germs and polluted the drinking water.
177
  
 
Queenslanders gained employment in South Africa, particularly in the 
Transvaal Mounted Police. Mining work beckoned for those men with mining 
experience. In August 1900, when the war was not yet over and worse was to come 
for the Boers, the Mount Morgan Argus published Joseph Chamberlain’s warning to 
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people against emigration to the Transvaal. The paper quoted The Times of London: 
‘Cape Town is now overcrowded with arrivals who will not be able to return for 
months. They are wasting their money on inflated prices. Transport is extremely 
limited. Sir Alfred Milner declared, “it will take a year before employment on the 
Rand can reach the same level as before the war”’.178  
 
In August 1900, the Mount Morgan Argus published a notice about the visit of 
Commandant Finn of the Queensland Defence Force in August 1900. Sixteen areas 
in the colony had applied to establish military infantry corps, but the government had 
approved of six. The members of the Mount Morgan Rifle Range committee 
expressed considerable disappointment in the rejection. Mount Morgan was one of 
the most important mines on the planet. It was in the heart of an auriferous belt of 
country that was being vigorously prospected with a population of 7,000 people who 
were completely dependent on mining.
179
 In deference to the colony’s first casualty, 
Trooper D.C. McLeod, a South Brisbane man working at the Mount Morgan Mines, 
killed in action at Sunnyside on 1 January 1900,
180
 and Trooper Herbert L. Reece, 
killed in action at Sanna’s Post on 31 March 1900, the Argus editor pointed out, 
‘Mount Morgan has borne a very important part in connection with finding men and 
money for the South African war, and even if there are only six new corps to be 
established, Mount Morgan should be one of them’.181 
 
The newspapers had launched ‘Implementation’ for war, and from the second 
half of 1900, the war journalists began to publish books and go on speaking tours 
and gave public addresses on the battles that they had covered on the veldt. In 
August 1900, Donald Macdonald,
182
 correspondent for the Melbourne Argus, who 
had been confined in Ladysmith during the siege and then, invalided home, arrived 
in Brisbane to promote his book, How We Kept the Flag flying, The Story of the 
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Siege of Ladysmith.
183
 The sentiments expressed by Macdonald in the dedication in 
his book used expressions that are typical of that era: ‘With a full appreciation of the 
patriotism and pride of race who has made Australasia a fighting unit in the British 
Empire, I dedicate this book to my fellow countrymen who took part in the South 
African Campaign’.184 
 
The Courier’s welcome to Donald Macdonald is a gift for the historian in 
that it names the members of the press, politicians and businessmen who 
welcomed the war correspondent at Central Station and then dined with him at 
Eschenhagen’s Café. C. Brunsdon Fletcher, editor of the Brisbane Courier, 
welcomed the guest along with some dozen or more pressmen, including editors 
of The Queenslander and the Observer. The guest list has been included to show 
the links in the conservative social networks at this informal function that 
supported the war in the Transvaal. Those present were Arthur Rutledge, A. 
Morgan (member for Warwick and newspaper proprietor),
185
 E.B. Forrest, T. 
Macdonald-Paterson, J. Leahy (President of the Brisbane Chamber of Commerce) 
T. Glassey, MLA, R. Edwards, J. Arthur, J. Macdonald, G. Eddington, J. Badger, 
E.H. Macartney, M. Jensen, W.H. Kelynack, J. Brunton Stephens, A.M. 
Hertzberg and J. Gilligan. While these men came from different areas of Brisbane 
society and different religious denominations, they shared a common interest in 
supporting the war in the Transvaal. These guests were the opportunists to whom 
Craig Wilcox referred in his paper at the 1999 Boer War: Army, Nation and 
Empire Conference.
186
 It would appear that their businesses benefited from 
supporting the war effort, as Macdonald stated in his toast: ‘to the commercial 
interests of Queensland!’ He continued: 
The war in South Africa has opened up great possibilities for Australian 
trade, and that opportunity Australia should not fail to seize. I have it on 
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good authority that Australian goods were always a little better than they 
pretended to be. And the best stuff of all was Australian tinned meats.
187
 
 
South Africa was a market closer than Great Britain that presented the 
opportunity to export tinned meat and boost Queensland’s pastoral industry. The 
guests gathered from different social strata of Brisbane’s social life, the business 
community, the politicians, church leaders and journalists. Thomas Glassey, the 
first Labour member in the Queensland Parliament, who represented Fortitude 
Valley, was there, as was A.M. Hertzberg, a leading layman in the Brisbane 
Hebrew congregation and successful importer/exporter, who lived in a beautiful 
home in New Farm. Macartney, of the legal firm of Thynne and Macartney, was a 
Roman Catholic and Arthur Rutledge was a leading Methodist layman of Albert 
Street church. The Brisbane Courier reported that ‘two of the men had sons in 
South Africa, Mr. Forrest had two sons there and Mr. J. Arthur also had a son 
there’.188 
 
Fletcher described Donald Macdonald’s delivery as rousing the audience to 
a great pitch. His pictures were good but the audience wanted the man who had 
been there and seen so much. The war journalist book was intended to gain 
maximum audience attention by dramatising and normalising the unthinkable 
events that occur in war. In that age before television, microphones, mobile 
phones and the Internet brought images into the home and the hands of 
individuals, the Brisbane Courier’s war correspondent used the same 
psychological techniques on the huge crowds packed into the Centennial Hall that 
Adolph Hitler later used to work the Germans into a frenzy of war fever. 
 
Australian journalist John Pilger, who has covered recent military conflicts, 
cites Edward S. Herman, who wrote the fine essay, ‘The Banality of Evil’. Herman 
pointed out: ‘Doing terrible things in an organised and systematic way rests on 
“normalisation”. There is usually a division of labour in doing and rationalising the 
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unthinkable, with the direct brutalising and killing done by one set of individuals. It 
is the function of the experts and the mainstream media, to normalise the unthinkable 
for the general public’.189 
 
Not all the members of the Third Queensland Mounted Infantry returned to 
Australia. Some members died on the veldt at Eland’s River in one of the worst 
battles the colonial troops experienced. In late July 1900, a garrison made up of 
colonials had been sent to protect the British stores at Eland’s River, but by early 
August, the men were surrounded and shelled by Boer troops. The letter written by 
Private Hughie Fraser to the defence committee in Mount Morgan was published 
over two issues in the Mount Morgan Argus. People read a graphic account of the 
Eland’s River debacle in which the colonial troops expected to be rescued on the 
second day by Lord Carrington and his 1500 troops, but he marched away and left 
them to face Boer fire. Commandant De La Rey sent a letter to Major Walter 
Tunbridge, inviting him to surrender and guaranteeing him and his men safe passage 
back to Cape Town on the grounds that this was not their fight. However, Tunbridge 
refused. He and his men stayed on fighting at Eland’s River.190  
 
In September 1900, The Queenslander, under the header, Literature, the South 
African Conspiracy revealed the extent to which literature on this war flourished. 
The journal stated:  
William Heinemann, whose name is always a guarantee of the high merit of 
any book that bears his imprint, seems now to be making a speciality of 
thoughtful volumes on the South African War. He has evidently recognised 
that the time has now passed for the hasty resumes of Transvaal, Orange Free 
State and Cape Colony history, which met the public demand in the first 
months of the campaign. Heinemann has realised that readers want something 
deeper and more comprehensive.
191
 
 
These remarks demonstrate that in this third stage of Ottosen’s theory of 
‘Implementation’ to encourage people to support war, the press manufactured a 
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public demand by printing shallow and emotive information. When the war was 
being fought and battles won and lost by both sides, with death tolls of military and 
civilians, the print media via book publishers and authors was ‘manufacturing’ 
another public demand: ‘the need for books to give a deeper and more 
comprehensive understanding of the war’. The same issue of The Queenslander 
announced: ‘The August number of the most popular six penny magazine, the 
Windsor, has a preponderance of articles on the war in South Africa, including a 
finely illustrated article, A Group of Battle Painters and their Subjects’.192 
 
The Queenslander’s review of F.W. Bell’s South African Conspiracy, in 
September 1900, claimed that the book was an excellent supplementary volume to 
The Rise and Fall of Krugerism by Scobie and Abercrombie, which described the 
causes of the war from the Transvaal aspect. Just as the journalists demonised the 
Boers in their newspaper articles, so too did these authors. Bell, whom The 
Queenslander claimed had lived in South Africa for nearly 30 years and should be 
able to speak with authority on its politics, blamed the Afrikaner Bond, particularly 
Jan Hofmeyr. Bell amplified Rudyard Kipling’s indictment of the Cape Dutch when 
he gave to the world The Sins of Witchcraft.
193
 Hofmeyr, a Dutch Afrikaner born in 
Cape Town and editor of the De Zuid Afrikaan, the main Dutch newspaper in the 
Cape, and also a spokesperson for Western Cape winegrowers, had organised the 
Farmers’ Protection Society, later known as the Afrikaner Bond. Rhodes, with whom 
Hofmeyr had worked in the Cape Government until the Jameson Raid, described him 
‘as without doubt the most capable politician in South Africa’.194  
 
The level to which The Queenslander’s literary style was biased is evident in 
the September 1900 issue, in which the reviewer demonised or ridiculed readers who 
did not agree with their political views of Bell’s South African Conspiracy: ‘If there 
are any yet remaining, who republicans themselves, think that the Bond has fought a 
good fight, then let them read Bell’s South African Conspiracy. Unless they are 
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obstinate to the verge of idiocy, their views will undergo material alteration before 
they have finished the volume’.195 
 
In October 1900, another war correspondent arrived in Queensland to take part 
in the war talks circuit. The Rockhampton newspaper, The Morning Bulletin, 
announced that the war correspondent, Melton Prior of the Illustrated London News, 
would give a talk using war scenes and pictures that included Mafeking, 
Magersfontein and Ladysmith. Known as ‘the doyen of war artists’, Melton Prior’s 
work helped shape the Victorian public’s perception of Empire and war.196  
 
The Bulletin, on the other hand, under the header, ‘For the Glory of the 
Empire’, published a letter from Bert F. Toy, war correspondent for the Morning 
Herald in Perth, Western Australia. Toy’s long eyewitness account described British 
troops burning Boer houses. A small part is quoted here to show how the British 
military used brutal methods against civilians, mostly women and children:  
As I turned into the little street I heard the Sergeant in charge of the squad of 
Tommies yell, ‘Ten minutes to get out what you want then down comes the 
shanty! I saw articles that go to make a home piled in front of a house. Sitting 
on a trunk with her head resting on a sewing machine sat a woman garbed in 
black, and by her side stood a girl of about eighteen. Inside the house with its 
soft carpeting, oak furniture, engravings, piano, music stand, paintings, silver 
and bookcases, the Tommies laughed, smashed, and cursed, as they ransacked 
every room in their search for portable plunder. One Tommie rushed past with 
a violin-case under his arm. He was strapping it to his saddle when the 
firebrand was thrown and the flames devoured the home whilst the women 
watched on distraught and sobbing. I wondered that we must make war on 
women to bring their men to subjection. I heard one non-com mutter, ‘Oh 
God! I can’t stand it,’ and he disappeared.197 
 
It is difficult to find criticism of this brutal and illegal ‘scorched earth policy’ 
in the conservative pro-war Queensland newspapers. There is no public comment 
from members of the Pioneer Club established in 1899 that included leading women 
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in professions, Dr. Lillian Cooper and Miss Eliza Fewings. I have not yet found a 
published statement from the most likely woman activist, Emma Miller, an ardent 
pacifist, who opposed all wars from the Crimea to the Great War. She was a 
foundation member of the Labour Party and a tireless fighter for the union 
movement and anti-conscription campaigner. As President of the Women’s Equal 
Franchise Association, Miller saw Australian women win the federal vote in 1902. 
She earned the title of ‘Mother Miller’ and the grand old Labour woman of 
Queensland.
198
 
 
The first half of 1900 had consisted of raising contingents of volunteers, 
rushing them through a course of training and then sending them to the battlefront 
where they were regarded for their skills of horsemanship. However, Mordike 
provides evidence of social class differences between the infantry and the mounted 
men: ‘Part-time military service was popular in rural areas, and was a way of 
relieving the boredom of country life. Yet most citizen soldiers throughout the 
country areas of Australia were members of infantry, not mounted, units’.199 Many 
men were prevented from owning their own horse because of the high cost of 
keeping and maintaining it on a property. Mordike writes, ‘if they bought a horse, 
they could not use it to earn income in their civil life, as a result, mounted service 
was generally not appropriate for tradesman, school teachers, shopkeepers, labourers 
and bank clerks of country towns’. Men from these socio-economic groupings 
enlisted in numbers, in fact, the names and occupations of the men on the Nominal 
Rolls of the Second Contingent, are predominantly from Brisbane and country 
towns. The officers, such as Captain Harry Chauvel, First Queensland Mounted 
Infantry and Lt. Colonel Kenneth Hutchison, who commanded the Second 
Queensland Mounted Infantry, came from properties where horse-ownership was 
necessary for their livelihood as well as for their recreation.
200
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Horses and the media were essential for the successful prosecution of this 
war. Both were needed to continue ‘Implementation’, the third strategy in 
Ottosen’s theory. Horses carried the soldiers and newspapers carried the 
information and presented the dominant perspective. However, reporting was not 
always accurate; it did not need to be. The editor’s key task was to sell papers. 
The difference between the authorised information that the newspapers published 
and what the soldiers on the veldt experienced is evidenced in the words written 
on 18 November 1900 in the diary of Private Jim Howe of the Fourth Queensland 
Imperial Bushmen:  
It is six months today since we left Queensland. I hope we will be home 
before another six months. There have been some extraordinary letters in 
some of the Queensland papers concerning the different engagements we 
have been in since starting, but strange enough they are chiefly from the 
men who have actually seen very little. They make a good Deadwood 
Dick
201
 yarn and this is to be deplored that so many letters should appear 
with so many hair breadth escapes when actually they never really 
happened.
202
 
 
The Transvaalers and Orange Free Staters fought valiantly for their land, but 
Britain was determined to crush them. The man for that job was Lord Horatio 
Herbert Kitchener, who took over as Commander-in-Chief when Lord Roberts 
handed over his command on 28 November 1900. Roberts sailed home to England in 
December 1900. The Sydney Morning Herald boasted that Lord Roberts had set the 
British flag in the stronghold of the enemy and had added two colonies to the British 
Empire.
203
 
 
The newspapers celebrated the war’s end less than a year after the British 
losses of ‘Black Week’, and that only mopping up operations remained. Kitchener 
waged a ruthless campaign against the Boer commandos as well as the civilians of 
all races on the veldt. He extended the ‘scorched earth policy’ used by Lord Roberts 
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and ordered colonial troops to rampage across the veldt burning farms and 
farmhouses, carting women and children into concentration camps. The 
Congregational Monthly, which had millions of readers, reported that ‘it is not 
English chivalry to make war on women. It is not English tradition to use force with 
non-combatants. It is not the English habit to burn and plunder. It is not the English 
instinct to lay a thriving country to waste. But all this is done in South Africa’.204  
 
In December 1900, The New York Times published a report headed, 
‘Acrimonious Debate in House of Commons on Boer War’: 
Sir Robert T. Reid, QC (Liberal), member for Dumfries Burghs, painted a 
gloomy picture of conditions in South Africa, claiming, ‘After a fourteen 
months’ war costing £5,000,000 a month, anarchy was prevalent, famine was 
threatened, and might be followed by a native rising’. The Right Hon. James 
Bryce (Liberal) South Aberdeen, supported Reid’s argument and stated, ‘the 
Government had no right to treat the Boers as rebels. Negotiations for a peace 
treaty should not be in the hands of Sir Alfred Milner, the British High 
Commissioner who was the object of almost universal distrust, including at 
least half of the Queen’s subjects in South Africa.205 
 
Queensland’s First Contingent had sailed from South Africa. On 29 December 
1900, Colonel Percy Ricardo signalled from Western Australia to the Queensland 
Government, ‘[n]ine officers and 161 non-commissioned officers and men have 
arrived at Albany. All well’.206 Ricardo had sailed from Brisbane on 1 November 
1899 in charge of 250 men of the First Queensland Mounted Infantry. Eighty of 
these men did not return on this journey. Eleven would never return. They had been 
killed in action or died of disease and were buried on the veldt. Of the remaining 69 
men who had enlisted and sailed from Brisbane, a small number had succumbed to 
illness and had been sent home, such as Major Spencer Browne, the Courier 
journalist. In summing up the 14 months in which Queenslanders had been on the 
veldt, Browne wrote: ‘Of our 1,124 (men) of all ranks sent to South Africa, twenty-
eight are dead. Eleven were killed in action, two died of wounds and fifteen died 
from diseases, chiefly enteric fever. Our list of wounded is considerable, and a large 
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number of men have been invalided’.207 Julian Ralph, war correspondent for the 
(London) Daily Mail, corroborated what Burdett-Coutts had written: ‘I have no 
hesitation in saying that the treatment of the sick and wounded was primitive, cruel 
and almost barbaric’.208 
 
On 1 January 1901, the Brisbane Courier published Sir Samuel Griffith’s 
statement: ‘The New Citizenship’. Australia was symbolised as a young female, but 
Sir Samuel Griffith defined an Australian in male terms:  
Today Queensland ceases to bear the name of ‘Colony’ and becomes ‘the State 
of Queensland in the Commonwealth of Australia. Not only has the name 
changed, but the position, functions and duties of every Australian are 
changed. His horizon and field of action are enlarged. And he must indeed be 
churlish who will decline to join in the rejoicings of an Empire or refuse like 
sympathy to the Australian Sons of the Blood in their cheerful acceptance of 
their manifest destiny.
209
 
 
The concept of Australia’s manifest destiny at the birth of the Commonwealth 
of Australia as a nation at war in South Africa provoked outrage in The Bulletin. One 
cartoon was entitled ‘the Prime Minister christens the Baby’. If a picture tells a 
thousand words, it then rings true when looking at this cartoon. Portly Edmund 
Barton, the Prime Minister, dressed as a priest, held a bellowing infant beside the 
darkened baptismal font on which the words were printed, ‘Blud of State 
Contingents’. Barton’s right hand, dripping blood, was lifted in a priestly gesture to 
anoint the infant across whose gown were printed the words, ‘Commonwealth born 
1st Jan. 1901’. The mother, who symbolised the young nation, stood with a downcast 
look beside the font. Across the bodice of her costume is printed the word, 
‘Australia’.210 
 
The last week of December 1900 had been significant for the preparations 
people were making for the Federation events. Some Queenslanders were aboard 
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boats or trains heading to Sydney for the Federation ceremony and events that would 
begin on 1 January 1901 to formally inaugurate the Commonwealth of Australia. 
Brisbane, as the seat of government in colonial Queensland, prepared to celebrate, 
and the Brisbane Courier, a pro-Federation paper, had encouraged its readers to 
participate, as did The Queenslander. As The Queenslander stated, ‘[o]f all this, the 
pageant is the natural expression. We expect a large exodus of our citizens 
southward but we have the solid fact before us of a Federated Australia’.211 The 
defence of Australia would now be the legal responsibility of the Government of the 
Commonwealth of Australia. All the colonies of Australia had contingents of troops 
on the South African veldt; therefore, one of the first responsibilities of the Federal 
Government was to form a Defence Department and a defence policy. Bolton writes 
that the Prime Minister elect, Edmund Barton, had provision for only seven salaried 
members of the Executive Council. After the other appointments were made, that left 
the singularly unmilitary James Dickson as the first Minister of Defence.
212
  
 
January 1901 was a month when birth and death drew thousands of 
Australian citizens out to public events and newspapers printed pages of words to 
honour the birth of the new Commonwealth of Australia on 1 January 1901. With the 
celebratory red white and blue bunting and flags flying on Brisbane’s public 
buildings, and the sound of martial bands and patriotic singing still resonant, the 
newspapers announced the death of the newly knighted (Sir) James Dickson. He had 
collapsed in Sydney in a diabetic coma during the celebrations there and died on 10 
January.  His body was brought back to Brisbane for a State Funeral at All Saints 
Church on Saturday 12 January.
213
 Throughout the city the flags were lowered to 
half-mast, shop windows were draped in black, and black clothing predominated. 
 
Ten days later on 22 January the outpourings of grief and public display of 
mourning intensified when cables around the world throbbed with the sad news that 
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Queen Victoria was dead. The Brisbane Courier reported that not only in the British 
Empire, but the world over, people felt ‘a sense of irreparable loss’, but relief that 
Lord Roberts, having returned from the battlefield in South Africa, had been 
welcomed home by the dying Queen.
214
 Church bells tolled, black-clad people 
attended services, sermons were preached that were a tribute to Her Majesty and her 
long reign. The Victorian era was over, a new monarch would reign, her eldest son, 
Albert, named after his father, Prince Albert, the Queen’s Consort, became King 
Edward V11.
215
 But the war on the South African veldt continued, becoming the 
responsibility of the new Commonwealth Government. It had taken control of 
Customs and Excise, Posts and Telegraphs and Defence. Notwithstanding Dickson’s 
appointment as Minister for Defence, the Defence Department was not fully 
operational for some months. Money was the problem.   
 
The former Premier of Western Australia, John Forrest, reluctantly accepted 
Edmund Barton’s request to become the Defence Minister, replacing Dickson,  in 
Australia’s first Commonwealth Cabinet. The Federal Government took over the 
responsibility for recruitment dispatch and control of the Australian troops in South 
Africa. ‘No words of doubt, no hints of troubled consciences dropped from the lips 
of Australia’s first Prime Minister, Edmund Barton,’ wrote C.M.H. Clark.216 The 
Bulletin stated, ‘it is a fact of history that the first act of federated Australia was to 
back up a wanton deed of blood and rapine’.217 
 
Defence was not fully operational for some months. Money was one problem; 
authority was another. The big debate was over the dominance of British authority or 
Australian authority of the military forces to be formed. This tense period for Prime 
Minister Edmund Barton and the founding Commonwealth Government is beyond 
the boundaries of this thesis. The Bulletin reported on Australia Day 1901: ‘naturally 
the horrors of the South African War find no place in the well-censored British 
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cable; but every week, in letters from Africa to Australia, new proof, that the conduct 
of the conflict would eternally disgrace any so-called civilised nation’.218 
 
Philp took the opportunity in the period between Federation and the 
Commonwealth’s control of Australia’s Defence to raise and send a further two 
contingents of troops; the Fifth and Sixth Contingents. The Prime Minister, Edmund 
Barton, took exception to this incursion into Commonwealth matters and wrote 
sternly to Premier Philp. However, in January 1901, some of the Fifth Contingent 
members were in camp at Fort Lytton. One hundred were registered as Church of 
England, while the remaining men were listed as 24 Roman Catholics, 36 
Presbyterians and 20 Wesleyans.
219
 The Worker sent a representative to visit the 
camp. He reported that it was an unemployment camp. One volunteer stated, ‘I am 
going over because I cannot get a cheque here’.220 
 
The Courier reported that a Parliamentary party visited the camp and found 
that the health of the men was uniformly good and that there was seldom any 
grumbling, but six young fellows had been sent out of camp because they had 
wrongly stated their ages, claiming to be over the mandatory age of 21.
221
 Once 
again, there was disorder in terms of equipping and outfitting the volunteers.  
 
Premier Philp took three months’ leave, purportedly for health reasons, and 
sailed for South Africa with the Fifth Contingent on 6 March 1901 in the 
Templemore, crowded with over 500 young men and several hundred horses. 
Perhaps he needed the sea air for a month, but the advantages of a free overseas trip 
and the opportunity to check mining investments might have been the hidden 
reasons. Clearly, accompanying the men to South Africa, and thus supporting the 
war so overtly, was politically beneficial. All the officers and men who had been 
sworn in were required to attend the Tosca Studios where there was a uniform, hat 
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and bandolier for them. On 16 March 1901, The Queenslander printed headshots of 
all the officers and men including the Commanding Officer, Lieutenant Colonel J. F. 
Flewell-Smith.
222
 They all wore the familiar slouch hat, but instead of emu feathers, 
the crown above the brim was circled with the fur of possum tails.
223
 Queensland’s 
native species were hunted, stripped and sacrificed for military display and corporate 
identity. 
 
On 26 March 1901, three lines of print announced that the men of the Sixth 
Contingent, the last raised in Queensland, were in camp at Fort Lytton. There is also 
little mention that these men sailed from Brisbane on the transport, Victoria, on 4 
April 1901. This may have been a political move to distract attention from the fact 
that the Queensland State Government was usurping the responsibility of the new 
Commonwealth Government in relation to Defence. The public had experienced a 
tumult of events in January as well as the protocols of mourning for the dead 
Monarch which had led to the cancellation of the Royal visit expected in May for 
Federation. Then the King agreed to send his son, the Duke of Cornwall and York, to 
participate in the opening of Australia’s first Federal Parliament. On 4 April 1901, 
the 500 men of the Sixth Contingent and their 615 horses sailed from Brisbane on 
the transport, Victoria, with none of the fanfare accorded the First Contingent in 
November 1899.
 224
 
 
Imperialism in newly Federated Australia was planned to climax in May 1901 
with the visit of the King’s son, the grandson of the late Queen Victoria. This Royal 
visit kept the newspapers in a frenzy, providing information and social comment for 
all loyal members of the Empire. It seems a strange time for the Premier of a State to 
choose to leave the country, yet that is what Premier Robert Philp did. When the 
Royal visitors, the Duke and Duchess of Cornwall and York, arrived in Melbourne 
for the opening of the Commonwealth Parliament in the Exhibition Building in 
Melbourne on 9 May 1901, Robert Philp was absent.
225
 He missed these great events 
                                                 
222
 The Queenslander, 16 March 1901. 
223
 Len Harvey, 1994:95 
224
  Brisbane Courier, 26 March, 1901; Len Harvey, 1994:116 
225
 C.M.H. Clark, 1981:194. 
142 
 
and was absent for the historic Royal Visit to Brisbane in May 1901. The Brisbane 
Courier reported that Brisbane had decked itself out for the occasion, and although 
not as wealthy or opulent as Melbourne, they were doing reverence to the Duke and 
Duchess. The huge crowds shouted and cheered, waved flags and sang ‘God Save 
the King’.226 
 
Philp was the last colonial Premier and the first Premier of Queensland in the 
Commonwealth of Australia. He held office during the three-year period of the war 
in South Africa and was Premier, Treasurer and Secretary for Mines from 1899‒
1901, and was to be Premier, Chief Secretary and Secretary for Mines from 1901‒
1903.
227
 However, Premier Philp was absent during the Royal visit. The Acting 
Premier was Arthur Rutledge, who had been the Attorney General in Dickson’s 
Ministry, which had committed the colony to war in South Africa. He was knighted 
in 1902.
228
  
 
While Australians celebrated Federation and grieved the death of Queen 
Victoria, Australian soldiers, like Jim Howe from the 4
th
 QIB were on the South 
African veldt in the war against the Boers. He lay ill in a field hospital outside 
Pretoria suffering from typhoid fever. Women and children of Boer and coloured 
races were housed as prisoners in British concentration camps, forced to pay a 
terrible price because the British could not subdue the Boer menfolk.
229
 As the 
Bulletin summarised: ‘Chamberlain has set one virile race against another in a deadly 
feud of which no man can see an end. A community of freemen scattered to the 
winds, its prosperity destroyed and its hearths laid waste, desolate: for what? For two 
of the very worst reasons humanity can offer — Greed and Revenge’.230 
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Conclusion 
In the first half of 1899, the political and public debate focussed on whether 
the colony of Queensland would federate with other colonies to legally constitute the 
Commonwealth of Australia. This focus skewed during the Parliamentary recess in 
July, when the Commandant of the Queensland Defence Force presented a letter to 
Premier Dickson’s office offering a contingent of troops if war broke out in South 
Africa. His offer created a legal and moral dilemma that reached its climax in a 
volatile Parliamentary debate in October 1899. Over the decades, a myth has 
developed and been sustained by the writings of various historians as well as 
journalists and militaria writers that this offer was evidence of an outburst of loyalty 
and patriotism towards Britain in colonial Queensland.  
 
This thesis disproves that myth. Research has revealed how five significant 
agencies in colonial Queensland colluded to create a war mentality: the Governor, 
the editors of conservative local and overseas newspapers, the conservative pro-war 
politicians and the Commandant and officers of the Queensland Defence Force. The 
fifth agency was the Protestant churches, most particularly the Church of England 
and Methodist denominations.  
 
The conservative newspapers supported Premier Dickson’s unconstitutional 
action. The Queenslander stated:  
A fighting campaign is very different from a pageant or a procession as some 
of the members of the Queensland Defence Force had participated in during 
1897 for Queen Victoria’s Jubilee. The acceptance by the Imperial 
Government of Queensland’s offer of a contingent gives the colonial troops an 
opportunity of training that will be of service to the colony in future 
international disputes.
1
  
Printed under the headers and sub-headers to catch readers’ attention, The 
Queenslander explained that the formation of a special contingent in Queensland for 
service in South Africa makes the words come home with a significance that had 
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never before been realised.
2
 This support has been described as loyal and 
honourable, but the newspaper articles, as well as the interlinked social networks of 
politicians and newspaper editors, indicate underlying financial investments, 
particularly in mining, as a motivator. Moreover, newspapers were a business with 
profit and loss sheets to balance and dividends to pay shareholders. Conservative 
newspapers increased their sales by printing sensationalised cabled news from the 
newspapers owned by mining magnate Cecil Rhodes, as well as British newspapers 
that received their news from the same source.  
 
Writing about women in the concentration camps, Krebs shows that conditions 
in these inhumane camps were the cause of high death tolls. Krebs writes that the 
camps controversy is a good case study through which to examine the role of the 
daily press in imperialism during the Boers war and the place of gender and race 
ideology within the imperialism of war.
3
 
 
The British Military Commanders, Lord Roberts and Lord Kitchener, ordered 
the ‘scorched earth policy’ and conducted this war against the Laws of War, signed 
at The Hague in July 1899. The British military leaders had initially been 
unenthusiastic about the offer of volunteer colonial troops. However, the aim was to 
present a united British Empire to the European powers. A second intention was to 
keep the goal of British Imperialism at the forefront of the Australians’ minds during 
their tense deliberations about Federation. 
  
Roberts and Kitchener used the colonial horsemen to carry out ‘the scorched 
earth policy’. Their modus operandi was to canter up to an isolated farmhouse, order 
the Vrou, the Mother, to remove herself, her family and their possessions, before 
they torched their house. The soldiers destroyed the house, the crops and animals, 
then carted the stressed and traumatised civilians under armed escort into 
concentration camps surrounded by high barbed-wire fences and guards. Private Jim 
Howe wrote in his diary, ‘[w]e have been out burning Boer farmhouses all day. It is 
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terrible to see the condition of the women and children when we bring them into the 
concentration camps’.4 
 
The high death toll of infants and little children in the concentration camps 
created outrage against Britain’s methods of war. As early as 4 May 1900, the 
correspondent of the Manchester Guardian described his stay in the Orange Free 
State at Brandfort concentration camp as ‘the town of sorrowing women’.5 However, 
it is difficult to find that information in the conservative Queensland newspapers, 
which suggests the use of censorship. Milner wrote to Chamberlain in December 
1901, ‘about two months ago it dawned on me that the sudden inrush of thousands of 
people already sick and starving and their mortality was going to continue. The 
whole thing, I think now, has been a mistake…’ A mistake that cost thousands of 
lives, wrote Coetzer.
6
 
 
In 1896 the Spanish Government in Cuba concentrated men, women and 
children from rural areas into camps behind barbed wire fences and guarded by 
Spanish soldiers. By the end of 1897 General Valeriano Weyler Nicolau had 
relocated more than 300,000 people into concentration camps — foul cesspits of 
disease, hunger, and starvation, where thousands died. Once he had control of the 
countryside, he viciously and systematically burned it, destroying farmhouses. The 
scorched earth policy worked but it brought on the wrath of the world. 
7
 Coetzer 
writes, ‘The British War Office, Cabinet, Lord Roberts and Lord Kitchener, were 
aware of this awful precedent. It was a ready-made solution, but one which had 
already been condemned as inhumane’.8 
 
The British inflicted on the Boers the same destruction of housing and 
starvation that they imposed on the Irish in Ireland during the middle decades of the 
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19th century. ‘In Ireland the plundering and even extermination of the tennant farmer 
and his family by the (English) landlord is called the property right, whereas the 
desperate farmer’s revolt against his ruthless executioner is called an agrarian 
outrage’, wrote journalist Jenny Marx, daughter of Karl Marx, in 1870. Jenny Marx 
wrote articles on the Irish Question for the French Republican newspaper, 
Marseillaise.
9
 Of the British attack on South Africa, C.M.H. Clark wrote, ‘The 
British Empire had spent £25,000,000 on the war and all the Empire got out of it was 
‘a monstrous pyramid of skulls and two Dutch Islands in the Dark Continent’’.10 
 
The intended message conveyed by The Scout was that patriotic heroes 
dominated the Empire. This was not surprising because the conservative newspapers 
and the people who financed this monument that epitomised imperialism came from 
the same white Anglo-Saxon Protestant socio-economic class in Queensland society. 
The newspaper industry was not neutral, nor was it objective. Antoinette Burton 
writes, ‘the fact of empire was registered not only in political debate … but entered 
the social fabric, the intellectual discourses and the life of the imagination’.11  
 
In 1899, no single newspaper conglomerate in Queensland exercised the 
ownership and control of the modern day media magnate Rupert Murdoch. However, 
in Queensland’s small community, it appears that the most influential print media 
operators were men of capital and members of the Methodist church. The Telegraph 
Newspaper Company, whose four directors, George Cowlishaw, Chairman and Vice 
Chairman F.T. Brentnall, MLC, an Englishman and former Methodist minister, 
Herbert Hunter and J. Hunter Brown, published the Telegraph.
12
 Revd. Frederick 
Brentnall, a man mocked for having left the church for more lucrative fields, 
delivered strong pro-war and anti-Federation speeches in the Legislative Council; 
therefore, his influence in the Telegraph, including in the articles he wrote, was 
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ultra-conservative. Brentnall was not alone among politicians to have a financial 
interest as well as content influence in a newspaper in colonial Queensland. On both 
sides of the House, Parliamentarians owned newspapers. 
 
In 1885, William T. Stead argued in ‘Government by Journalism’ that the press 
constituted a Fourth Estate, a term thought to have originated in Edmund Burke’s 
comment in the Commons: ‘“And yonder sits the Fourth Estate”, more important 
than them all’.13 The Three estates in Great Britain were the Lords Spiritual, the 
Bishops who held seats in the House of Lords and then the Lords Temporal, who 
were hereditary peers of the realm, and thirdly the House of Commons, the ‘people’s 
house, the seat of Government in the British Parliament’.14 The concept of the role of 
the press as a watchdog to publish and expose official wrongdoing to the public has 
grown from that remark.  
 
Media success in the last quarter of the 19th century improved through 
technological advances in printing and undersea cables and from a largely literate 
reading public produced by free mass compulsory primary schooling introduced 
since the 1870s. The majority of readers in 1899 were literate, if not critical of what 
they read. Rune Ottosen’s theories explain the journalistic process of manipulating 
news by reporting atrocity rumours as fact and building a negative impression of 
people opposed to the mega-power, Britain. This time, the enemy targeted by the 
conservative British and colonial media was not a race of people of different skin 
colour, language or religious beliefs, but the Dutch descendants of two small 
Republics, the Transvaal and the Orange Free State. The majority were Protestant 
Christians of European heritage whose clergy and teachers were educated in the 
Netherlands. The Rhodes’ newspapers stigmatised the Boers as ignorant and 
backwards, yet the reality was they sent their sons to be educated at universities in 
the Netherlands and Scotland, in the same way that British colonials aspired to 
university education at Oxford and Cambridge universities. Rhodes’s newspapers 
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demonised the Boers with claims of atrocities against British women and children 
living in the Transvaal.  
 
The readers of the conservative colonial newspapers in Brisbane, particularly 
the Brisbane Courier, The Queenslander and the Telegraph, read ‘patriotic’ 
distortions of the truth to support the views of conservatives who wanted to build 
support for Britain’s war on the gold-rich Transvaal. These newspaper powerbrokers 
were Protestants who attended Government House garden parties and business 
networks. C. Brunsdon Fletcher, editor of the Brisbane Courier, was a son-in-law of 
the Attorney General, Arthur Rutledge, MLA for Maranoa, a former Methodist 
clergyman, whom George Cowlishaw financed to study law and became a 
barrister.
15
 These men attended the Albert Street Methodist Church in Brisbane 
where the minister Revd. C.E. James was a chaplain in the Queensland Defence 
Force. The political transparency of C.B. Fletcher’s editorials in the Brisbane 
Courier are obfuscated by these strong social connections, and they sabotaged the 
likelihood that this newspaper functioned as a guardian of the public interest. ‘Covert 
power is power without footprints, exercised from the shadows yet, paradoxically the 
key covert players in Australia have often been glaringly obvious’, Andrew Cornell 
writes.
16
 The footprints linked Parliament House at the end of George Street to the 
Wesleyan Methodist church in Albert Street and midway between them, the office of 
the Brisbane Courier. 
 
The Worker newspaper, the mouthpiece of the Australian Workers Union, 
challenged the Jingo journalists. The editor, Francis Kenna, may have received 
cables from the pro-Boer Irish socialist union leaders organising in Johannesburg 
who contacted unions around the globe. The Worker declared, ‘Chamberlain, Cecil 
Rhodes and the Transvaal Boodlers are pressing hard upon the Boer and yelling for 
the scalp of that grand old father of his people — Paul Kruger. It is the mining 
speculators who want to grab this territory in order to become millionaires who are 
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the cause of all the noise’.17 Le May writes: ‘President Kruger saw his side of the 
situation with devastating clarity: the survival of the Boers was at stake. He was not 
prepared to see his people swamped by alien voters’.18 These aliens, the Uitlanders, 
comprised 73 per cent of the population of the white inhabitants of the Transvaal and 
the Boers only 27 per cent.
19
 
 
The Bulletin, a distinctively Australian republican newspaper, like The Worker, 
epitomised the social roots of nationalism. Their editors, J.F. Archibald and Francis 
Kenna criticised the propaganda in the conservative papers. In doing so, these 
newspapers provided an alternative point of view to readers. The Bulletin and The 
Worker demonstrated conservative media manipulation, prior to the theories of 
media manipulation that developed in the 20th century. The Bulletin reported that the 
Boers were damned either way. The burghers of the Transvaal were outnumbered. If 
they gave the vote to the Uitlanders, they lost control of government. While the 
Dutch descendants controlled who had the right to vote, the British power behind 
Cecil Rhodes, who supported the Jamison Raid in 1895 and 1896 to foment a 
reaction among the Uitlanders, pushed for war. War on the gold-rich veldt was 
inevitable.   
 
The British and colonial troops had grotesquely outnumbered the Boers. The 
1899 Transvaal Staats Almanak showed a population of 15,696 Boer men aged 
between 18 and 34 years of age in the Orange Free State and the Transvaal. From the 
Australian colonies alone, over 16,000 men in uniform had sailed off.
20
 
 
The Bulletin respected the Boers’ courage in being prepared to fight for their 
rights. The editor, J.F. Archibald referred to the anticipated war as a bloody fight, but 
in 1899 probably could not imagine the levels of brutality and abuse that the British 
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would inflict on the Boer population through the ‘scorched earth policy’ and 
concentration camps. The Bulletin stated:  
If the Boers did not meet all the Uitlanders’ demands then the mighty armies of 
Great Britain would descend on the veldt and would win the bloody fight. So 
the Boer Republic goes down sooner or later whether it gives concessions or it 
does not. The Boer may yet decide to concede nothing and go down fighting. It 
is the more dignified end of the two — after all it is not quite such certain 
death as the concessions would be.
21
  
In the face of overwhelming enemy forces, the Boers would have identified with the 
motto of the Transvaal Republic, which was ‘Eendraagt Maark Magt’: Strength 
through Unity.
22
  
 
The Boers fought. Both sides changed the nature of warfare. The Boers, totally 
outnumbered by British and colonial troops, resorted to geurilla warfare and intended 
to fight until the bitter end. The British laid waste to the countryside, broke the Laws 
of War and imprisoned citizens, mostly women and children, in concentration 
camps, then equipped and armed black Africans to attack the women and children 
destitute and homeless on the blackened veldt.
23
 
 
At the Media Representations of War and Conflict Conference in 2005, 
Ottosen stated: 
Media outlets become part of the war itself. There is an historical pattern 
where the media-military relation followed this pattern of censorship, issues of 
access, issues of working conditions of journalists. It is described in the 
literature and the story tends to repeat itself in bigger variations.
24
 
 
Research cited in this thesis indicates that Ottosen’s historical pattern was 
evident in the late 19th and early 20th centuries in the media manipulations of the 
minds of millions of people in the British Empire to endorse the attack on two small 
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Boer Republics in South Africa. The insightful statement by Arthur Griffith MLA at 
the dawn of the 20th century predates the media propaganda methods analysed by 
Noam Chomsky in Media Control. He refers to the methods by which public opinion 
was manufactured in the United States of America in 1916 during the Woodrow 
Wilson Administration ‘to turn a pacifist population into an hysterical, war-
mongering population’.25 
 
Arthur Hill Griffith wrote that ‘Joseph Chamberlain was astonished that the 
war was not over by Christmas 1899’.26 The pro-war leaders in the world’s most 
powerful Empire mocked this conflict as a tea-time war. The Republic of the 
Transvaal had no standing army but when called to duty, the farmers picked up their 
high-powered smokeless rifles and bullets, packed strips of biltong and a flagon of 
water in their pack and rode off to fight the enemy. Between 11 and 16 December 
1899, after the battles at Magersfontein, Stormberg and Colenso, Redvers Buller, in 
charge of 21,000 British troops eventually retreated from 8,000 Boers, leaving his 
own war wounded men on the battlefield. The Boers had won three decisive victories 
over the army of the mighty Empire that had come to defeat them and force them 
into British subjection. In retaliation in New Year 1900, Britain launched a series of 
ferocious and sustained attacks across the veldt to subdue the settlers of the 
Transvaal and Orange Free States. The highest death toll, higher than all the fighting 
males on both sides, was that of women and children. After long bitter months of 
fighting to defend their families and their Republics, those terrible tragedies brought 
the war-wounded Boer leaders to meet with Lord Kitchener and Sir Alfred Milner at 
Vereeniging in May 1902 to end the war.
27
 
 
In early 1902, when it was evident that the Boers were defeated and that a 
Peace Treaty was about to be signed, three more contingents sailed with the 
Commonwealth Light Horse. Altogether about 2,900 men enlisted from Queensland, 
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although some re-enlisted a second and third time. Johnson wrote that Queensland 
dispatched 110 officers, 2041 men and 2471 horses to South Africa as members of 
Colonial/State forces. In addition, 37 officers and 709 men served in the 
Commonwealth forces. Eighty-nine were killed or died of diseases on the veldt. The 
total cost to the colony was £203,164 5s 8d. This huge cost, seven times more than 
the £32,000 Premier Dickson had predicted when asked in Parliament in October 
1899, was met by a colonial government that was almost bankrupt because of the 
Brisbane flood in 1893, the bank crash and then the long drought. Unemployment 
was high. The per capita spending on education was one of the lowest in Australia.
28
 
 
Jonathon Lewis writes that this war was a model for 20th century warfare and 
the prototype for such wars as the Spanish Civil War, the two world wars and 
Vietnam and Kosovo. When people take on a mighty power and turn it into a 
guerrilla war, look back to the Boer War. For a template of scenes of horror in which 
distressed and dying civilians ‘their houses looted and burned … are herded onto 
cattle trucks and packed into concentration camps … for … spin-doctors who 
manipulate the media’s war coverage. Both sides riven with internal dissent as to the 
justness of the cause?’29 
 
Memorialisation and public reverence for those who die in War supports 
Ottosen’s fourth stage. Ottosen asserts in his stage of ‘aftermath’ that normalcy has 
been restored. Lewis Mumford states:  
The human impulse to create everlasting monuments springs perhaps out of the 
desire of the living to perpetuate themselves: to overcome the flux and 
evanescence of all living forms. Renewal through reproduction is the (vulgar) 
means of ensuring continuity: this and the transmission of the social heritage 
through memory, imitation and the written record. But there is still another 
means, springing not out of life, but out of death: a desire to wall out life, to 
exclude the action of time, to remove the taint of biological processes, to 
exclude the active care of other generations by a process of architectural 
mummification. The temple prepares for death. The monument consecrates 
it.
30
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As early as September 1900, a federal monument to the Australians killed in 
South Africa had gained public attention. Architect Robin Dods sketched a design 
for the Queensland Art Society when his younger brother, Dr. J. Espie Dods, served 
in South Africa as Medical Officer with the First Contingent. Robin Dods’s sketch 
was on the classical lines of a Greek cross and included an arch and temple with a 
dome that covered a statue of Queen Victoria. Dods called his design, ‘A Federal 
Monument to the Soldiers who Fall in South Africa’. He intended that this 
monument would be located at a junction of four roads in the proposed federal 
capital, but it was never constructed, largely due to the shame and embarrassment 
among Australians when they heard accounts of the fighting on the veldt from 
returning soldiers. The Irish, most members of the Labor Party in New South Wales, 
the shearers, the rouseabouts, the members of the Australian Workers Union — the 
most nationalistic section of Australia — wanted an immediate end to the war with 
the provision of amnesty, compensation and immediate self-government for the 
Boers.
31
  
 
Craig Wilcox writes:  
By 1902 it was commonplace amongst labour and radical circles that 
Australians and other white citizens of the British Empire had been 
manipulated into sending thousands of their men to fight in South Africa to 
gratify the economic greed and political ambitions of the Randlords of 
Johannesburg and Joseph Chamberlain at the Colonial Office.
 32
  
The Worker in Brisbane was galled to see the innocent on both sides suffer while the 
guilty revelled in their rewards and ill-gotten gains. It grieved to see Australia made 
a ‘cat’s paw by a band of greedy-gutted gold-stealers’ and thousands of their fellow-
countrymen aimed and slain for ‘dirty profit’.33 In June 1902, The Week published 
figures under the heading ‘Queensland’s Blood Tribute’: 85 deaths and 123 wounded 
of 2,251 Queensland combatants.
34
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In 1907, President Martinus Steyn of the Orange Free State called a conference 
of church leaders and citizens ‘to erect a monument on South African soil to the 
glorious memory of the mothers, women and children, who during the war passed 
away or had otherwise suffered bitterly in the concentration camps or outside’.35 In 
December 1913, the Vroue Monument in Bloemfontein was unveiled. It was 
designed by Frans Soff and sculpted by Anton van Wouw and based on an idea 
submitted by Emily Hobhouse of two women nursing a dying child whom she had 
seen at a concentration camp. This group at the base of an obelisk 35 metres high 
was dedicated in memory of the thousands of women and children who died in these 
concentration camps.
36
  
 
The South African War Veterans Association in Queensland, formed in 1902, 
initiated the erection of a Memorial in Brisbane to honour their 89 colleagues who 
had died on the veldt. They raised the money and promoted the competition held in 
1912. The Queenslander announced that the design of J.L. Watts, the well-known 
Queensland sculptor, had been accepted and was featured in the illustrated section.
37
 
The South African War was also commemorated with memorials in Queensland, 
such as a Mothers’ Memorial built in Toowoomba to honour the deaths of five local 
men who died on the veldt. This Memorialisation fits the fourth aspect of Ottosen’s 
theory. The concept of a war memorial is very recent in human history. According to 
Ken Inglis, ‘Not until the nineteenth century did the death of ordinary soldiers begin 
to be regularly commemorated on monuments which mourn them as well as 
celebrate their cause’.38  
 
The South African War Memorial, The Scout, is a life-sized horse and rider 
mounted on a plinth embossed with the names of Queensland’s 89 war-dead on the 
South African veldt, 1899‒1902. As the men were buried on the veldt, this memorial 
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continues to be the most inclusively significant of all the memorials erected at that 
time.  
 
The conduct of this war raises serious questions that need to be examined 
about the way men in uniforms, in groups, descend as predators on foreign lands and 
then behave immorally towards fellow human beings. The past is foreign country 
and the work of South African journalist, Owen Coetzer, author of Fire in the Sky, 
The Destruction of the Orange Free State 1899‒1902, provides information to help 
understand the sufferings and destruction that Britain and her colonies inflicted on 
the people of the Transvaal and Orange Free States. 
 
All the rhetoric about the birth of a new nation, the Commonwealth of 
Australia, masked the militaristic intentions of this new power in the Pacific. Using 
the theoretical perspectives of Rune Ottosen, this thesis has exposed the 
collaboration between the leaders in Imperial Britain, the conservative colonial 
leaders, parochial newspaper magnates and the local Defence Force to excite a war 
mentality in colonial Queensland to support Britain’s attack on the people of the 
Transvaal and Orange Free State. Support for Imperial power overruled emerging 
nationalism as contingents of volunteer soldiers sailed overseas to fight, and some to 
die, in Britain’s War. With Federation on 1 January 1901, defence became a 
responsibility of the Commonwealth of Australia. Britain demanded more troops and 
that led to a single unified Australian military force being sent overseas from the new 
power in the Pacific to finish off the Boers.  
 
After long bitter months of fighting to defend their families and their 
Republics, the war-wounded Boer leaders met with Lord Kitchener and Sir Alfred 
Milner at Vereeniging in May 1902 to end the war.
39
  
It was the shocking state of the women and children in the camps that caused 
the fighting burghers to surrender. That they were held as prisoners in barbed 
wire camps was the cause of the heartache. That 10,000 women and children 
who were not in camps and out on the veldt in a shocking condition — their 
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homes and all food supplies destroyed. When their men were able to supply 
them with food, the British set out at once to rob them, and did this by means 
of bodies of armed natives, who took away all food and clothing and broke up 
the women’s cooking utensils.40  
 
Coetzer and other South African writers state that the Boer women made 
homeless by the British general’s scorched earth policy were subject to harsh, violent 
and humiliating treatment. Emily Hobhouse wrote,  
Never before have women and children been so warred against. England by the 
hands of Lord Roberts and Lord Kitchener, adopted the policy of Spain, while 
improving on the methods. She has placed her seal upon an odious system. Is it 
to be a pecedent for future wars, or is it to be denounced not merely by one 
party; but by every human person of every creed and every tongue, denounced 
as a ‘method of barbarism’ which must never be resorted to again — the whole 
cruel system of the burning, the eviction, the rendering destitute, the deporting, 
and finally the re-concentrating of the non-combatants of the country with no 
previous preparation for their sustenenance? It ought to become a fixed 
principle with the English people that no general acting in their name should 
ever again resort to such measures of such a nature.
41
 
 
            In such circumstances, the Boer leaders signed the Peace Treaty on 31 May 
1902, but President M.T. Steyn was too ill to attend all sessions. A substantial 
proportion of an entire generation of Afrikaner children had been erased in the 
British concentration camps. Eighty-one percent of infants and little children in the 
camps died. Although frail, Marthinus Steyn and Mrs. Tibbie Steyn and their 
committee organised and raised funds amid the impoverished Afrikaner nationals 
and in Europe to build a National Women’s Memorial in Bloemfontein, which was 
unveiled on 16 December 1913. This was the first monument in the world dedicated 
to women and children.
 42
 
 
This thesis has examined how the conservative newspapers and the 
conservative politicians promoted a war mentality in the colony of Queensland to 
support Britain’s involvement in the South African war. This event is beyond the 
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living memory. The conservative newspapers of that period, so full of jingoistic 
rhetoric and military exploits, have now foxined with age. There is also visible 
historical evidence of Queensland’s participation in this war in War Memorials 
around Queensland. Then there is cultural memory and how this war continues to 
influence Australians in different circumstances. As David Lowenthal states: 
The past is everywhere. All around us lie features, which, like ourselves and 
our thoughts, have more or less recognizable antecedents. Relics, histories, 
memories suffuse human experience. Each particular trace of the past 
ultimately perishes, but collectively they are immortal. Whether it is celebrated 
or rejected, attended to or ignored, the past is omnipresent. The past is essential 
– and inescapable. Without it we would lack any identity, nothing would be 
familiar, and the present would make no sense, yet the past is also a weighty 
burden that cripples innovation and forecloses the future.
43
 
 
This manuscript has been written to help people read the signposts and 
directions on their journeys into the past to understand colonial Queensland’s 
involvement in a war against two Republics in South Africa; the Transvaal and the 
Orange Free State. This process involves understanding our own past and taking a 
mental journey that is akin to travelling in a foreign country dominated by jingoism, 
a slang term that denotes patriotic propaganda. 
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